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TIGER'S YIPS 




BECOME WHAT YOU’RE MADE OF. 

^aylorMadef ! F^I5. 



'll jrtljJiBViWtW Crqin„'it -nVteaii nsMriif 




is never satisfied, Sergio G^rcU and T^ylorMede wl\[ stop at nothing to reach the nes(t level 
The Rl 5 represents a decade and a half of ttl drivers and mdustry-leading technological innovations. 
We put everything we've got into the Rl 5, So you can find out what you've got - In you. 

® WATCH SERGIO'S STORY AND MORE UNFOLD ATTAVLORMADEGOLRCOM/RI 5 



#MADEOFGREATNESS 



^jaylorMade 


Your bali is finally here. More spin where you 
need It— from 30-yards and in. Engineered so 
you can spin it like the pros, PROJECT (a) helps 
you hold more greens and betters your game. 
The Tour ball for amateurs. 

Tay [or Ma d eSo If eorh / Prdj ect A #BlGBOYSPl N 





FOft AN OFFICIAL RQLCJC J-E.WELER CALL ' ■aOOr3B7 -6539. 

MOLCX ^ OV*TCn *»!£#»*= CTtf At Amci OAt'CATlt APE • TWAOCwtAP*.*. hSvm *0RB 





OYSTER PERPETUAL DAY-DATE II 



HOW*D HE WHERE HE 

DO THAT? DID THAT. 


LOOKING FOR THE BEST IN GOLF? 
LOOK FOR TPC^. 

Of the world's 33.000 golf courses, only 33 exceed the standards 
of the PGA TOUR ' at every turn. For design. For agronomy. 

For providing a professional level of golf and service to every 
devoted golfer. Play with the confidence of a champion. Play TPC. 








THE F» 
OURS HAS IT ALL. 


D ^ □ IldO.COM/TDURPLUS 
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CONTROL 
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CONTROL 
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ROil RECWliD QDOft 

RESISTANT POLY CONTROL 

DOLLAR 







77?e New Navigciton 


7 7i e refi n ed face 
of a nexe generation. 



The 2015 Lincoln Navigator 

Starting at $61,480“ 


It's everyttiing you've come to e5<pect from the vehicle that defined the lun’ury S^JV^ 
refreshingly updated. The 201 ^ brings ';vll:h it refined' utility, creltsmenship 

and comfort, From the talllarrips to the touch screen, this is a refreshing take on an 
iconic vehicie, ^vith every ounce of its original soul. What's your personal compess? 

'201S Hffvigiator 4fi2, ^1.480 MSRI’; as shown, Nmigaior l 4a2 with opUooiil leaiurrs, $66.14'^ 

MSRP enctL-des S9S5 da^imatlon (nx. tuie nrwd hcense tefs. See cfealer tor price. 
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THE LINCOLN 
MOTOR COMPANV 


SPRSNG t SUMMER 2015 



JAINDEOERG ; HUGO BOS^ : RALPH LAUREN RLX ; KJUS ; ARMANI EA7 
PORSCHE DESIGN SPORT : GALVIN GREEN = G^FORE : ftOTAL ALBARTROSS 
PUMA : WDSLEY c AO GREEN LABEL : LACOSTF : CHERVD 


T RENDYSil F 


SHOT OH LOCATIOH AT. SIREAMSGHG RESORT FLORIDA 



SHOT DH LOiCATiaK AT: STREAHSOhtG RESOHL FLdRIDA 
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PAOUD RETAILER OF JilNOEBERG 
SPRING t SUMMER Z015 


The cloud that is 
helping cure cancer. 


Research that once took years now happens in hours. Using Microsoft Azure and HD Insight 
scientists and engineers at Virginia Tech harness supercomputing power to analyze vast 
amounts of DNA sequencing information and help deliver lifesaving treatments. Mow the 
next big breakthrough might not be found m a test tube, but in big data. 


This cloud makes data make a difference. This is the Microsoft Cloud, 



learri more at mccrosoftcloud.com 









DRAG ANO MAXIMIZES HEAOSPEESh 

Tjie new XiR Diiwer Js eooineered with e sueed Step 
Crouva wivch makes the head drantiaticaiiy fester , ; ■ ‘ ^ 
and more aerodvnamic, A ihftiner and lighter // 

R ■MOTO face transfers energy to the haJi more / 
efficiermv than ever before. Combired. these Sir < 

breakthrough technologies increase ban / MSTiA 
speed up to Srnph in the new XR Driver. /;' 




^ BUlLTPOn 
OUTRAGEQUS^MEQ. 



HOW TO PLAY. WHAT TO PLAY. WHERE TO PLAY. 
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70 Special Report 

How the Masters turns 
a $29 million profit. 

BY RON SIRAK 


135 Nine Questions 

The most intriguing topics 
leading up to the 2015 
Masters, by jaime diaz 


142 Cover Story: The New 
Model for Greatness 

Rory’s chiseled, focused 
and prepared to go for the 
career Slam, by jaime diaz 


156 Bubba’s Hop & Stop Shot 

We analyzed his short game 
that led to two Masters wins 


160 My Shot: Lucy Li 

By 11, she’d already won at 
Augusta. WITH GUY YOCOM 


l-eatiires 


104 Hit & Hold More Greens 

Launch your irons higher. 

BY JASON DAY 


112 3 Moves to Smash It 

Amp up your downswing. 

BY BRIAN MANZELLA 


118 Confessions: 

We Bugged a Cart Girl 

My adventures serving 
beer, by keely levins 


122 Shoe Guide 2015 

Changing the look, feel 
and fit of golf performance 

126 A Rough Ride 

with Charlie Sifford 

Recalling a harrowing trip 
together in the 1960s. 

BY LARRY MOWRY 


164 For the Love of Spring 

Why those first rounds are 
so sweet, by bob carney 


166 How to Make the 
Scary Shots Simple 

It’s the way to save rounds. 

BY JOSH ZANDER 
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We Love Lucy What it was 
like competing at Augusta— and in a 
U.S. Women's Open— last year. 160 
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got my Explorer Cord to Eom MilCS 
on things I buy every day^ 





-Lindsay D 

Explorer Cardnnember 


The United MileagePlus' Explorer Card. 


Earn 30,000 bonus mites after you spend $1,000 in the first 3 months. 
$0 intro annual fee for the first year, then $95. 


Earn 2 award miles for each SI spent on tickets purchased from United* and 1 award mile per SI spent on everything else. 
Plus, there's no limit to the number of miles you can earn and your miles won’t expire as long as you are a Cardmember, 

• Free Checked Bag • Priority Boarding 

• 2 United Club" Passes • No Foreign Transaction Fees 


888-744-6999 | TheExplorerCard.com 

Free CNsked ton: F':* ij iof Rrsl ctietSted tor fie jtiimiry ardiwiber j-xl tnir^giitin tia^jin 5 ^ «i ihe safne reseivdlKHi. Saviifi ciaiges toe aiMilio<ai/flrw5iifl4^(M™Eij|fil teM injy actJif 
PutcttMe of ttHh Card u jegyitec See uf.McsTvygs^ iof iktails. f-rl el if: PyFjtiaM aid balsKe irstr^ let APS is 1 r^\tk Cas^i adviJKH and ONStdfaft udirns APfl e 192^^ Liable 

PfiTRllV APR Up In Ktrianie V^riabla APHn Allfill^niRrloetiiafUHl cn Ihefritin RV'f irti^nh 'Acji 4,^/'94 Annitnl Itf!: (Q mlFDdHtoiy len Ihefirsl jRar Aller ihai, MmiiraHn 

Ir-orsl Clta<^: te. transler at iht »tiaual ol irjhixban. bul ral ^ tS. ^le: tits axiHint rxrfbe eligilide lot li^lanae lanslefs. Cash Aiivatv:^ Foe: of jrmRiiit 
ni «tt adrsBe, EtA net -ies ihn ItU fotston Transas ki(i fee: Nw, Cie JH eatdi ai? tijusd bj Ctiaw Bsiii (JSA, H A. Subjec! le cred^ awr^l. To ctttn eddili wai bnkKiriatinfi on lits cwtine teim sjki 
iPliimatfOR DU srn changes 'd tsse lenrs am Ihe niaie t-R6S-70d-6S^ nr vistl wrfn.lkEjyAiterDanl.'CaD Vixj musl a valid f^iranetil heme aiddtess wlhin Ih^ SQ Unilnd Shies 

or Di^'id ol uluhta Resb^-diads and liihitat^^iy. Oner See wA^.TheEi^bief Card com tix^rietv^ and ^ewaidsde^^h.. United Mileateflui; atirued, ativards. and 

beeeliis isjurivesunjeetio ihe rules Hu Untied hfi'jea^wptQjranv. Rtrde^to. seeww.Dnitedjpom. 




YOU DON’T WANT OOIF SHOES BECAUSE Y0|RE NOT A COLFER. 
YOU’RE AN ATHLETE. THE NIKE TW '15 WITHJ-LyWEAVE CONSIHU 
NIKE FREE INSPIRED TECHNOLOGY IS MAMWITH AN ATHLETE I 






NIKE TW '15 
HIKE.COM/eOLF 
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Wild Pitches Tiger mis-hit 19 short-game shots in six rounds. "Let's be serious," says Hank Haney. "Tiger Woods has the yips." 108 


108 HowTiger Got The Yips 

In a career filled with 
drama, could this be the 
last act? BY HANK HANEY 


Play Your Best 

33 Greenside Guidance 

My three go-to shots for 
getting it up and down. 

BY CHRIS KIRK 

39 Sean Foley 

The trick to tailwinds 

40 JackNicklaus 

On handling tough par 3s 

42 Swing Sequence: 
Francesco Molinari 

How he’s adding yards to 
his already accurate drives 

44 Butch Harmon 

Putting through a shadow? 

46 Rick Smith 

The way to avoid that 
dreaded snap-hook 


48 David Leadbetter 

Become a better bunker 
player with these four keys 

50 Hank Haney 

Stay in posture to hit it pure 

52 What’s In My Bag 

Carlos Ortiz 

54 Tom Watson 

Set yourself up for a great 
round before it even starts 

The Golf l.ife 

56 Teeing Off 

Picking the golf- obsessed 
brain of Rockmond Dunbar, 
from “The Mentalist.” 

WITH RON KASPRISKE 

58 Rules 

Can you ace this water- 
hazard situation test? 

60 Undercover Tour Pro 

The good and bad of 
getting paired with Tiger. 

WITH MAX ADLER 


62 Think Young, Play Hard 

Behind the scenes of rookie 
Justin Thomas’ tour debut. 

BY STEPHEN HENNESSEY 

67 The Core 

How not to let jet lag 
slow you down on golf trips. 

BY RON KASPRISKE 

68 Grassroots Issues 

Are those chemicals that 
superintendents use safe? 

BY RON WHITTEN 

74 Equipment 

Must-see new drivers. 

BY MIKE STACHURA 

78 A Field Guide to the 
Golfers of Wall Street 

Here’s how to identify 

them. BY MATTHEW RUDY 

86 Man About Golf 

PGA Tour green speeds 
have nothing on my 
carpet, by david owen 


88 Road Report 

Drool-worthy food at 
one of golf’s coolest hangs 

90 Stuff: Mobicoach 

Lessons from pros a world 
away, by ron kaspriske 

92 Tour-Pro Tempers 

My front-row seat. 

BY DAVID FAY 

94 The Pour 

Premium tequila. 

BY RON KASPRISKE 

96 Ask Golf Digest 

“How’d I get worse last year 
even when I played more?” 

102 Book Excerpt 

True Titanic Thompson 
stories, by dan jenkins 

174 Tribute: Billy Casper 

In memory of a legend. 

BY GUY YOCOM 

26 Editor’s Letter 

Playing with Lefty, rock 
stars and young guns. 

BY JERRY TARDE 


22 GOLFDIGEST.COM APRIL 2015 


Photographs by J.D. Cuban 




■'tHnu 


AN ACHIEVEMENT 
OF GREAT DISTINCTION 


only 1 IN TO, 000 CASKS.ATIE HAND-SELECTED FOR 


BLUE LABEL. W^AKlNG AN ACCOMPLISHMENT 


AS RARE AS THOSE WHO DRI NK IT 


iL^H XNIE /HVaLCEK. 


PVfASt DfliNK BEJTOfJSretV. 

VS'AHH BlUE EABtl’ SccrtJ^ W*iiy 

Alf^AM- Iniptio** ty PidHSW-, C7 


A RARE SPIRIT 







CUP Of UVEAS TPfMfJVOOCISfiMii. SPffO 

The w/rap-around cup 360 face <n the new XR iron is supported and powered 
by a more responsive internal Standing wave, its lower CG and increased MCf 
produce an incredibly fie)(jble face, that dramatically increases ball speed at 
impact The new XR Iron is built to deHuer distance where you need it 


^ BUILT FUR 
OUTAAGEOUSSPffO. 



licUtor'<» l^etter 



No Ordinary 
People 

JERRY TARDE 

Chairman and Editor-in- Chief 

O arly in the year, I like 
to catch up on the 
PGA Tour and play 
some golf out West 
for a couple of long weekends, 
if only to shake my Yankee cob- 
webs. Who knew you’re allowed 
to check your email on a smart- 
phone without getting tackled 
in the clubhouse? I saw live mu- 
sic on the practice range, gym 
shorts on the course and hats 
worn indoors while eating (a 
double negative). 

My first trip was to the Mad- 
ison Club in La Quinta, Calif., 
where I played with Phil Mickel- 
son, who never looked so good. 
He’d lost about 15 pounds. For 
the first time ever I thought he 
resembled an athlete. Phil said 
he went gluten- free last year and 
sugar-free this year. His life is in 
balance, and he’s even been able 
to reduce his arthritis meds. 

At age 44, Phil probably 
has only a couple of years left 
for winning majors, but don’t 
be surprised if he’s a factor 
this summer. He spouted all 
the science on Callaway’s new 
low-compression Chrome Soft 
ball and why a hack at 90 miles 
per hour (me) should play the 
same ball as all5-mph pro (him). 
Lefty is never short on statistics, 
and it was fascinating to hear his 
latest putting revelation. He said 
he always considered himself a 
good long putter, but his weak- 
ness was short putting. Over the 
winter break, he practiced 1,000 
putts from varying distances 
with coach Dave Pelz, and they 
determined that under six feet 
he makes 91 percent of putts 
using the claw grip and only 71 
percent putting conventional- 
ly. “Twenty percent is a serious 
differential,” he said, so his plan 
this year was to go conventional 
on long putts and claw anything 
under six feet. Before I could 



1 / The 19th Hole 
at Whisper Rock, 
Scottsdale, with Phil 
Mickelson and Gary 
McCord holding court. 


type the previous sentence, Tim 
Rosaforte sent Phil a text asking 
if he was sticking with the claw, 
and Phil texted back one word: 
“No.” Sounds like golf. 

I played one day with Harry 
Styles of the British band One 
Direction, and the next day 
with Justin Thomas, who both 


To claw or not 
to claw? That's 
the question for 
W Phil Mickelson. 


PLACES TO HANG 
IN GOLF: 


rank with Jordan Spieth in the 
21-and-Awesome Category, ac- 
cording to my kids. Earlier we’d 
watched Mickelson and Keegan 
Bradley trash-talk each other 
at a driving contest (Phil won). 
Justin said in barely a stage 
whisper, “I’m longer than both 
of them, but I didn’t want to get 
in the way.” At 143 pounds and 
averaging over 303 yards, he’s 
the longest driver pound-for- 
pound on the PGA Tour. (See 
page 62 for a look at his rookie 
year.) “It makes no sense why I 
hit it as far as I do,” Justin says. If 
he makes the Masters field, he’ll 
be my dark-horse pick. 

Where we played, the Madi- 
son Club, is solidly in the 1 per- 
centile of America’s Greatest, 


2 / The Big Room 
at the Royal and 
Ancient Golf Club 
of St. Andrews, es- 
pecially now that it 
welcomes women. 


3 / The Tap Room 
at Pebble Beach when 
the Yang brothers, 
Jerry and Geoff, are 
in town. 


4 / Arnold Palmer’s 
Table at Bay Hill in 
Orlando in winter, 
Latrobe (Pa.) Country 
Club in summer. 


5 / The side porch 
at Burning Tree in 
Bethesda, Md., smok- 
ing cigars even if you 
don't smoke cigars. 


but the on-course food is even 


more impressive. Founder Mike 
Meldman of Discovery Land Co. 
and music mogul Irving Azoff 
realized when they took up golf 
that the game was a bit slow and 
they were hungry, so every four 
holes there’s a Comfort Station 


with Kobe sliders, fish tacos. 


Meldman’s brand of Casamigos 
Tequila frosties, dozens of ex- 
otic fruits and, well, you get 
the picture. If you stand over 
the ball long enough, you’ll be 
served a three-course meal. 
Tommy Armour III called it “a 
five-pound round.” My only dis- 
appointment was to learn that 
you’re no longer met on the 18th 
green with a root-beer float. 
Instead, you choose between 
peach- or mint-scented hot tow- 
els to freshen up before enter- 
ing the clubhouse. I played in a 
sixsome, or maybe it was a sev- 
ensome, with Jerry Weintraub, 
the movie producer who belongs 
to Royal Dornoch, and Andy 
Garcia, who’s making a movie 
about Ernest Hemingway. When 
I stopped at a red light on the 
way to the course, Phil Knight 
jogged by my car. Are there no 
ordinary people in California? 

The next week while the pros 
were at the Waste Management 
Phoenix Open next door, we got 
rained out at Whisper Rock in 
Scottsdale. Kind of a Casablanca 
line: “I came to the desert for the 
waters.” All sorts of Mickelsons, 
Brandt Snedekers and Brandel 
Chamblees were hanging out 
there. I noticed Phil was a plus- 
8 on the handicap sheet in the 
locker room. 

That’s when I took my annu- 
al golf lesson from the World’s 
Greatest Teacher You Probably 
Don’t Know, Shelby Futch, at 
his Orange Tree Golf Club near- 
by. Shelby is a champion aero- 
batic pilot and owner of a gaggle 
of public courses in Arizona. 

He told me to strengthen 
my left grip by holding the club 
more in my hngers than in the 
palm and rotating my left fore- 
arm on the backswing, slowly. 
Then keep my head centered as I 
turn through. My forward swing 
should feel as if the club is fac- 
ing the slcy all the way around to 
the left, like Lee Trevino. And he 
said to practice-swing with the 
clubhead about a foot above the 
ball. Best lesson I ever got. The 
results were immediate: higher 
trajectory with more snap. Hold 
on. Rosaforte is texting me. ® 
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There's never been a Urethane TayrbaU with an extremely soft, law-spinning core 
that also generates tremencioiis ball speeds. Now there is. The new SoftFast Core" 
is exactly that, incredibly soft and extremely fast. Chrome Soft has changedthe ball 



SSOFTFASTCORE 








SEE WHAT YOU’VE BEEN MISSING 


Nobody s perfect. Even the best in the game mis-hit from ffme to time. That's why pros tike 
Sergio Garcia use RSi with Face Slot technology, designed lo maintain speed across the club face, 
giving him consistently longer shots, even when he hits the ball off-center. 

See how RSi can improve your game at 


^^aytorlVIade’ I Si. 



SERGI0 GAeCIA 


C sots Conpiryv. Inc. f I lrD.ni In GDlrc.lamiii baud hi fSIS GnlF □jlilKkOn.lt (HfCnuru ftBt.].| MarkcE RpporL. DiilanCe ckd m vi. nnn-slQlL'Od TaylorMdde Iran. 
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Wirn. ih(fi Winn Hraf^d Symbcil. and “Rw Stesi grips in pair 
tagi^w are rogiafBred Ifadetna/iUfi o1 Winn, Inc. 
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The new Dri-Tac Wrap includes a 
contoured spiral design that provides 
ultimate comfort and stability. Like with 
all Dri-Tac grips, outstanding comfort 
and all-weather tackiness allow you 
to maximize your enjoyment on the 
course as well as your performance on 
the scorecard. 

Fee) the Dri-Tac difference for yourself. 

Your hands will thank you. 


Better cemfert. 
Better feel 
Better perfermance. 


DrRac Mfirin#* 

Performance Comfort TlietKsjgrtp^iji^f 


EDITED BY PETER MORRICE 



Stick It! 


3 go-to shots ^ 
for getting 1 
up and down * 


BY CHRIS KIRK 


t’s nice being good enough to have options around the 
greens, but I usually end up playing a shot that’s well 
within my wheelhouse. In the first round of the Tour 
Championship last year, on the par-4 17th hole, I faced an up-and- 
down from just short of the green. The hole was cut in the back, just 
over a ridge. I could have flopped it, played a bump-and-run or even 
putted it. In the end I went with a trusted shot— my “driving spinner.” 
Playing the ball back in my stance, I banged it low and firm into the 
ridge with my 59-degree wedge. The ball bounced once, checked, 
then rolled in for a birdie. I shot 66, and tied for fourth. The key to 
that shot: minimal wrist break {below), so you’re applying speed 
with your arms and shoulders more than with your hands. It reaf- 
firmed to me that hitting the reliable shot is better than getting fancy. 
Turn the page for a couple more shots I love to play, —with guy yocom 


fHWitfsii] 
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PliivYoiir lic*it 


THAT’S A LOW BLOW 


Focus on skidding 
the clubhead along 
the ground well after the 
ball is on its way. 


STEADY AS SHE GOES 


_ Swing the club back 
and through with 
a consistent rhythm. No 
sudden speed changes. 



THE DEEP-ROUGH SLIDER 


hen the rough is thick, 
the temptation is to 
go down after the ball 
and slash it out. That’s a bad 
policy, even from the heavy 
greenside rough we see on tour. 
If you’re hitting down sharply 


and thumping the ground be- 
neath the ball, you’re creating 
too much speed and making it 
tough to control how far you hit 
the shot. You also risk catching 
it fat, which from thick rough 
pretty much guarantees failure. 

The better way to play this 
shot is to make the clubhead 


travel as level as possible through 
the ball so you shred some grass 
but not so much that you feel a 
lot of resistance. Choose your 
most-lofted wedge— for me, it’s 
my 59— and open the clubface so 
the grass is less likely to grab the 
leading edge and kill the club’s 
momentum. Swing back and 


through with a steady rhythm 
and no burst of speed as the club 
enters the rough. 

Finally, keep the clubhead 
low to the ground and moving 
toward the target after the ball 
is gone {above). If the club stops 
right after impact, you know 
you’ve hit down too steeply. 
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Everything we do best. 

All under one panoramic sunroof 


Th« fifrw Volkswagen Touorrg TDI* Cleon Diesel, LeT ihe sur shine down ill rough I be ovo liable 
ponofamic sunroof * on every luxurious deloil in fbe now Touafeg^ fhe pinnoclu of Gerfwan cfoftsmoinsJiip. 
Get camfoHabl^e in Its 8-wciy power-adjustable healed front seats and enjoy available new fealures, 

like Lane Deporfure V/orriing, Autonomous Emergency Erakirig^* and Adopfiw Cruise Control “ all of 
which help offer tbe invotuoble omenily of fruire torvfpdence on dto rood. It's everything weW perfet fed, 
perfectly combined, hn't it time far German engineering? 


grTf X zirI trni '1k [Kilntr'BKdi'g^rrgrri!|Br<l<7i>.Arb'vni,gti3!r^3^ !tHvv B U t ?>t: tttM" I** rtkrrZi rt evi**' <s#Rri< era A ^ i 
onUb InSrlw^iTy Ttk tBftn is is iWir^ UeieJ R i.«— £.!3n!jinAZi^i<.'XjleTwtn 



TENSION PREVENTION 


^ Keeping a light grip 
on the club helps 
prevent your hands from 
taking over the shot. 


A CLEAN SWEEP 


Catch the ball first, 
then brush the 
grass to avoid fatting or 
thinning the shot. 


KEEP IT TOGETHER 


A narrow stance 
helps you stay 
centered as you swing, 
setting up solid contact. 






89.5% 


38.1% 


► TOTAL 
SCRAMBLING 


>- SCRAMBLING 
< 10 YARDS 


>■ SCRAMBLING 
> 30 YARDS 


TRAVIS 

MATHEW 

shirt, $85 
pants, $115 
belt, $60 
CALLAWAY 
hat, $25 
glove, $25 


THE NO-FRILLS PITCH SHOT 


rom 20 to 40 yards, my 
most reliable shot is one 
that doesn’t require a 
lot of pre-swing adjustments 
or a fancy swing shape, yet it’s 
versatile enough to handle most 
situations. It’s a no-frills pitch 
shot, though there’s a little 
more to it than meets the eye. 

Start with a narrow, slightly 
open stance, your feet almost 
touching. That will help you feel 
centered and prevent you from 
leaning too far left or right, which 
is the worst mistake I see golfers 
make. Play the ball in the middle 
of your stance, and grip the club 
lightly. Onthebackswing, control 
the motion with your shoulders, 
and let your hands and arms sim- 
ply go along for the ride. 

Through impact, swing the 
clubhead toward the target and 
keep the face square. Let the 
loft on the face determine the 
shot’s trajectory. Most impor- 
tant, sweep the ball off the turf, 
taking little to no divot {left). 
If you hit down sharply or try to 
help the ball into the air, you’re 
going to have problems. 

Chris Kirk has won three times 
on the PGA Tour. 



DISTANCE 


PlAYS LIKE 
DISTANCE 


Uphill and downhill adjusted shot distances, blind shot 
pointer, and a token connection to the outside world. 


Appro^h G3 put^ pri^dvOM GPS in your hiir)i:hiAritlii f&ilure^ libu Pli^Like DisUrKe tvu^k&il'iot 
disUfK^s to compensate fcx' uphill and doumhilF tarots; and PinPointervutikh shows you where lo aim ^our 
blind G3 even helps you stay confrected with Smart Motif kation, which can easi^ be switched off. 


GAR MIN. 


Learn more at Garmln.comyApproach 

ASeu. Garrt«n Ltd. or ju iuksMI^ici Ph<3ragc.dphy by K 


Approach G8 



NIKE: SHIRT, $50, BELT, $50, SHOES, $170 • SEE: SUNGLASSES, $99 • BREITLING: WATCH 


What the Pros Know by Sean Foley I Play I'oiir Best 



NO 


4 '^ 


Ride the Wind 


How to take 
advantage of a breeze 
at your back 


O don’t know of any caddie-player 
team on the PGA Tour that com- 
petes without knowing two things: 
(1) The prevailing wind direction for the 
round and (2) the wind direction at any 
given moment. It’s against the rules to use 
a compass during a round, but you can use 
a weather app on your phone to find out the 
wind speed and direction. Don’t underesti- 
mate the importance of this in determining 
club selection and shot shape. 

Although you might know what to do 
into the wind— take more club and swing 
easier— downwind shots tend to cause play- 
ers fits, because the ball often reacts counter 
to what you might expect. Unless you hit a 
shot on a fairly high trajectory, it won’t ride 
the wind. Instead, it will get knocked down 
because of a reduction in backspin, and the 
expected distance gains won’t materialize. 


To take advantage of a breeze 
at your back, first set up to hit 
a higher shot: Address the ball 
farther forward, and let your 
spine tilt away from the target 
a little (left). For this tee shot, I 
have the ball aligned with the 
heel of my front foot. You can 
see my shoulders are tilted back. 

Even though your front 
shoulder will be much higher 
than your back shoulder, keep 
some weight on your front foot 
so you can shift toward the tar- 
get on the downswing. To hit it 
higher, a good swing thought is: 
Stay behind the ball. 

Sean Foley is a Golf Digest 
Teaching Professional. 


On a tee shot with the wind helping, 
do you make any adjustments? 


Photographs by J.D. Cuban 
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Play Voiir Best I Strategy by Jack Nicklaus 



1 al\\'a\'s pla\'ed it smart here: 
middle of the green." 




Small Wonder 


r 


IT HAPPENED HERE 

When bogey was a boost 


In the final round of the 
1986 Masters, I got on a roll 
starting on No. 9, birdieing 
three in a row. On 12, stick- 
ing with my usual strategy 
of not aiming at a flag on 
the right, I hit my tee shot a 
little long and to the left. 

I chipped to about six feet, 
but there was a spike mark 
in my line. Sure enough, I missed the putt. 

But making bogey actually fired me up. I knew 
I had to be aggressive the rest of the way. I 
birdied 13, eagled 15, then birdied 16 and 17 
for a back-nine 30 and my sixth green jacket. 


DON’T GET SUCKERED 


When the pin is here, best to play 
left of it. I liked to line up at the 
middle of the front bunker. I might 
fudge it a little right, but never 
right of the bunker. If you go there 
and come up short, you're down 
the bank and in the drink. 


The 12th hole 
at Augusta 
got my respect 

O his is one of the best— 
and also most danger- 
ous-holes in golf. I 
love it because it makes you 
think and tempts you to try 
bolder shots than you should. 
It’s not a particularly difficult 
hole in calm conditions, but 
the swirling wind is almost al- 
ways a factor. You’re playing a 
155-yard shot, but with the wa- 
ter in front, you can make a big 
number. Like so many holes at 
the Masters, if you play to the 
center of the green, you’ll usu- 
ally have a reasonable birdie 
putt. I made a lot of birdies 
at Augusta by sinking 20-foot 
putts rather than firing at the 
flag. The 12th was no different. 

—WITH ROGER SCHIFFMAN 


FINDING THE RIGHT STUFF 


The key to this hole is having the 
right club in your hand. I never liked 
hitting a right-to-left shot into this 
green— too much risk of going over. 

I usually played a punch shot when 
the wind was blowing. Otherwise, it's 
a normal shot, but not right to left. 




A LITTLE SHORT IS OK 


This is not a simple bunker shot, 
but it's better to be here than 
in the water or over the green, 
which is a difficult up-and-down 
because the green slopes away 
from you. You definitely don't 
want to be in those back bunkers. 
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BECAUSE SOMEDAY 


I want to conquer 
my fear of water. 
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^ ' Build yours with our retirement expertise. 
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• Investment strategies aihd ideas to help you realize your personal retirement vision 

• Access to retirement expertise through investment professionals 
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Play Voiir Best I Swing Sequence by Roger Schiffman 


O taly’s Francesco Molinari is known 
for his accuracy, whether he’s play- 
ing in the United States or on the 
European Tour, where he has spent most of 
his career. Witness his hole-in-one on the 
fan-frenzied 16th hole at the Waste Man- 
agement Phoenix Open in January. But his 
teacher, Denis Pugh, says Molinari can add 
distance without sacrificing his precision. 


“We looked at the stats and his abilities 
and determined he can’t become one of the 
longest hitters on tour,” Pugh says. “But he 
can definitely be the longest straight driver 
out there. As he plays a lot more in America 
this year, that’s his goal.” 

How do they plan to achieve that goal? 
“First, by improving his dynamic balance,” 
says Pugh, who’s based outside of London. 


Molinari, a three-time winner in Europe, 
has been working on his core strength. Says 
Pugh: “This will allow him to store more 
power as he turns back and then unleash it 
through impact.” Pugh says his student also 
has the mental strength. “He’s a quiet guy, 
but that’s deceiving. He’s determined and 
focused on winning majors.” Adding length 
to accuracy might be just what he needs. 



Francesco 

Molinari 

Adding power 
to a swing built 
on accuracy 


NO WAGGLE 


Francesco’s ball- 
striking precision 
begins at address. Note 
the clubshaft is vertical, 
his head is well behind 
the ball, and his body is 
centered. Unlike most 
top players, he starts 
the swing from a still 
position. “We’ve tried to 
calm down his wrists,” 
says his coach, Denis 
Pugh. “When he was 
young, he was very 
wristy. Not anymore.” 


STRETCH IT OUT 

■ “There’s very 
little lower-body 
movement halfway 
back,” Pugh says. “I 
like that. But I’d like to 
see more stretch on 
the takeaway— more 
space between his left 
hand and right hip for 
a bigger arc and more 
distance.” In Frame 3, 
Pugh would prefer less 
wrist hinge: “I want 
the shaft at 11 o’clock 
instead of 12,” he says. 


GREAT TRANSITION 

^ In Frames 4 and 
5, Molinari’s 
positions are nearly 
ideal. “I love this 
change of direction,” 
Pugh says. “His knees 
hardly move as he turns 
to the top, then he 
leads the downswing 
with his left knee and 
lower body. I want 
him to think of lateral 
motion toward the 
target as his focus 
on the downswing.” 
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► DRIVING ACCURACY (2014) 


► DRIVING DISTANCE (2014) 


► GREENS IN REGULATION (2014) 



Molinari (36th) 


Thomas Aiken (1st) 


Molinari (11th) 


Nicolas Colsaerts (1st) 


Adilson da Silva (1st) 


Molinari (127th) 



MOVING FORWARD 

Pugh says to 

compare the 
impact photo to the 
address photo: The 
shaft has returned to 
vertical, but almost 
everything else has 
changed. “The club is 
moving at 113 miles 
per hour, and his lower 
body has shifted toward 
the target," Pugh says. 
“He’s unleashed the 
power he created in his 
change of direction.” 


A FULL RELEASE 

Pugh marvels at 

Molinari's free- 
wheeling release of 
the club past impact. 
“There’s no hint of 
flicking the wrists,” 
he says. “This is 
why Francesco is so 
accurate off the tee 
and with his approach 
shots. His lower body 
is a picture of stability, 
and his clubshaft is 
pointing right out at 
the target." 


STRESS-FREE FINISH 

^ Molinari strikes 
a classic pose 
in the finish position. 

His right shoulder has 
rotated well past his 
left shoulder, and his 
back is straight. He 
has made a full shift to 
his front side, and is 
showing no strain. “This 
is a super example of a 
balanced swing that is 
stylishly efficient," Pugh 
says. “He could hold 
that finish forever." 


PRO-FILE 

FRANCESCO MOLINARI 

32 / 5-foot-8 
159 pounds 
London 

DRIVER 

Nike Vapor Pro 
(current) 

BALL 

Nike RZN Black 


NIKE shirt, $50, pants, $80, belt, $50, 
shoes, $220, hat, $30, glove, $19 


Photographs by J.D. Cuban 


Play Voiir Best I Golfer’s Wish List by Butch Harmon 



BUTCH'S BASICS 


"Great putters think alike: 
This one's going in" 


Shadow 

Putting 


O f all the silly excuses for 
missing putts, being dis- 
tracted by your shadow 
has to be near the top. But it’s 
a real thing that a lot of golfers 
struggle with. Be careful that it 
doesn’t become a hang-up for you. 

I The good news is, your shad- 
Fow’s not there when you’re read- 
1. ing a putt, so you should be able 
to get a clear line. That’s the first 
key on short putts. Then, when 
you get over the ball, it’s all about i 
aiming the putterface on that line. I 


^ On short putts, 
it's often your 
attitude that deter- 
mines the outcome. 
Try to replace the 
doubt in your head 
with thoughts like 
My aim is perfect or 
This one’s going in. 
Simple, but you'll be 
amazed how well you 
putt. I promise you, 
all good putters think 
they're making it. 


ABOUT FACE 


The best way to 
ignore your shadow 
is to focus all of 
your attention on 
aiming the face. 


I picture a trough three or four 
inches wide that runs to the hole. I 
know if I get my ball in that trough, 
it’s got a good chance. Whatever 
you do, really focus on getting the 
face aimed precisely. Then settle 
into your stance, look once down 
the line to confirm, and go. 

When you start rolling in putts, 
you’ll find a use for your shadow: 
watching yourself make fist pumps. 


Butch Harmon is based at Rio 
Secco Golf Club near Las Vegas. 
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FOOTJOY: shirt, $72, PANTS, $86, SHOES, $180 • TITLEIST: HAT, $27 





MIZUNO MP-15 

LOOK. PERFORMANCE. FEEL. 


PLAYTHE BEST IRONS IN THE WORLD 

The Gold Medal winnlog MP*15 helped Mizuno 
win the most Hot List Gold Medals in irons yet 
again in 201S, Additionally, Mizuno irons have won 
more stars in the categories that matter the most 
- Performance artd Looio'Sooind/Feel - than ar^y 
other brand in Hot List history- The MP-15's classic 
look and high-tech forgiveness combine to give you 
remarkable consistency a nd feel , taki ng your i ron 
play to a new level. 



WINNER OFTNE MOST HOT LIST 
COLD MEDALS IN IRONS 
2015. 2014 AND 2013 


j^uuNOGaLhaoK 



Play Voiir Best I Curing Faults by Rick Smith 


"Slicers hit pull-hooks w hen the\' 




Why’d 
I Do That? 

Water left, and 
you duck-hook 

O ou’ve been piping your 
driver all day, but now 
you’re facing a scary 
tee shot with water down the 
left side. As fast as you can say 
“quack,” you duck-hook it into 
the drink. What just happened? 


There are two types of severe 
misses to the left. The first one 
affects the 90 percent of golfers 
who usually play a pull-slice. 
The club comes from outside to 
in, but the face is normally open 
so the ball works back into play. 
With water on the left, these 
players try to start the ball far- 
ther right, but they instinctively 
fear going way right, so they 
spin the hips and shoulders 
left and release the club more. 
That sends the ball left. They 
need to trust their fade, main- 


tain rhythm, and feel the lower 
body go toward the target, which 
drops the club on an inside path. 

The other miss affects play- 
ers who tend to hook or push the 
ball. With water left, the tenden- 
cy is to aim and swing the club 
to the right. Under pressure, 
the body slows, the hands flip 
the club over, and the ball duck- 
hooks. They need to swing more 
down the target line, rotating the 
body to the left. This will quiet 
the hands and slow the face rota- 
tion to prevent a quick hook. 



SEE NO WATER 


- 7 * If you’re playing 
in a tournament, 
try to identify the 
dangerous tee shots 
during your practice 
round. Then, the 
night before you 
play, visualize over 
and over where 
you want to hit the 
ball. But the key 
comes during the 
round: Recall your 
visualization, trust it 
and swing. In your 
pre-shot routine, 
never look at the 
trouble. Focus on 
where you want the 
ball to land. Make 
the visual cue you 
rehearsed at night 
more important than 
the outcome. 

-DR. BOB ROTELLA 



LAIRD DUNKS IT 
AT THE LAST 


Martin Laird 
took a three- 
stroke lead into the 
final round of the 
Waste Management 
Phoenix Open in 
February. After some 
shaky play down the 
stretch, he was a 
shot back of Brooks 
Koepka standing 
on the 18th tee, 
which features water 
down the left side. 
Laird’s 5-wood tee 
shot hooked and 
never had a chance 
(above). The resulting 
double bogey let 
Koepka get his first 
PGA Tour win. 

Rick Smith is a 
Golf Digest Teaching 
Professional. 


g 
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HiZUNOGOLf.CG 


The Gold Medal winning JPX-850 Forged heiped 
Mizuno win the most Hot List Gold Medals in irons 
yet again in 2015. The JPX-3&0 Forged is the first 
iron made fronn a Grain Flow Forging infused with 
BORON, resulting in a material 30% stronger than 
steeL This revolutionary material gives you the feet 
you expect from a Mlzuno forging with unmatched 
distance, forgiveness and consistency. 


PLAYTHE BEST IRONS IK THE WORLD 


WfNNER OF THE HOST HQT LIST 
SOLD MEDALS iH IRONS 
2015, 2D14 AND 2013 




MIZUNO JPX-850 FORGED 

DISTANCE. ACCURACY. FEEL 




Play Voiir Best I Step by Step by David Leadbetter 


A five-year Augusta National member 


Slide Rule 

1. TURN THE 

FACE OPEN 

Play with a 

r 

purpose from 


the bunkers 


hen amateurs are told 


they have to strike the 

► To help your 

Sana oenina tne oaii to 

wedge glide 

get out of a greenside bunker. 

through the 

many interpret that to mean 

sand instead 

they should dig under the ball. 

of dig, open 

As a result, they end up swing- 

the face before 

ing too deeply into the sand. 

gripping the 

and the ball doesn’t get out. You 

club. Also, aim 

want your wedge to slide, not 

a couple of 

dig, through the sand. Follow 

the ball. That's 

these steps to play it correctly. 

where you want 
to make contact 

David Leadbetter operates 24 

with the sand. 

golf academies worldwide. 



2. DON'T GO 
BACK SHORT 


► You need 
some rhythm 
and power to 
get the ball out, 
so take the club 
back fully. Don't 
worry that a big 
swing will send 
the ball over the 
green. Making 
contact with 
the heavy sand 
really deadens 
the shot. 


3. SPLASH THE 
SAND OUT 


► For the same 
reason you need 
a full backswing, 
you also need to 
feel like the club 
is accelerating 
through impact. 
Don't stop the 
club in the sand. 
A good swing 
thought is to try 
to splash the 
sand all the way 
to the hole. 


4. KEEP SOME 
KNEE FLEX 


► Resist the 
urge to lift your 
body to stop 
the clubhead 
from digging 
deeply into the 
sand. Instead, 
keep your knees 
flexed well past 
impact. The club 
will slide under 
the ball and pop 
it out, even with 
some backspin. 
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MIZUNO JPX-850 

DISTANCE. FORGIVENESS. FEEL. 


PLAY THE BEST IRONS IN THE WORLD 

The Gold Medal winning JPX-850 helped Mizuno 
win the rnost Hot List Gold Medals in irons yet 
again in 2015. The JPX-SSO's Power Frame design 
increases the rebound area across the entire face 
to deliver the perfect combination of distance and 
forgiveness, all with Mizuno's unmatched feel. The 
JPX-850 'swill help you hit conststently longer iron 
shots, even on off-center strikes. 


WINNER GFTNE MOST HOT LIST 
GOLD MEDALS [N IRONS 
2015, 2014 ANO 2013 



MlZUNOGOLf.COM 






stay in Posture 
to Hit It Pure 

If you lift up, 
you have to get 
back down 


O ven the best address position 
can get derailed by a common 
backswing mistake sent to me 
on Twitter all the time. 

When you set up, you establish a 
certain amount of forward bend from 
your hips, which creates an angle be- 
tween your spine and lower body. If 
you want to hit the ground in the right 
spot and get the right amount of it— 
two keys to hitting solid shots— you 
need to retain the posture you set at 
address all the way through impact. 


Instead of turning the shoulders 
around the original spine angle, many 
amateur golfers stand up out of their 
posture and turn their shoulders on 
a flat plane {above, left). That kind of 
level turn tends to move the arms too 
far to the inside and makes it difficult 
to get back down to the ball. 

The more you can rotate around 
a consistent spine axis, turning your 
left shoulder under your right {above, 
right), the more consistent contact and 
ball speed you’ll be able to produce. 


Hank Haney 
is based at the 
Hank Haney Golf 
Ranch, Lewisville, 
Texas. To get fixed 
in Golf Digest, 
send Hank your 
swing on Twitter: 
@HankDHaney. 
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ADIDAS: SHIRT, $75, PANTS, $90, BELT, $50, SHOES, $120 • TAYLORMADE: HAT, $28, GLOVE, $20 



INTRODUCING MCC PLU54 - Golf Pride takes the secret that pros use of building 
up the lower hand grip toheip tn producing p owe n Experience the soft, iarger lower 
hand for tighter grip pressure, coupled with cord technoiogy in the upper hand for 
st 3 b i I ity, an d b ri ng more power to you r gam e. GRI P CONF t DE N C E. GR tP GO LF P R1 D E’’. 

VISIT GOLFPRIDE.COM 
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Play Voiir Best I Shortcuts by Tom Watson 


lake 30 minutes to warm up, 
15 short game, 15 full swing." 
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GREG NORMAN 
FOR TASSO ELBA 




FREE SHimr^G WITH 
PURCHASE Si FREE RETURNS 
AT MACVS.COM 
Fne€ shipping with $9*? puurch'ase. 
Free returns by mail or in-staie. 
U.S. only. Exclufflons apply. 
Dctolfe St tnMy^,o^m/^I^^cw>turlVS 


Advertised merchandise may not be 
caricd at youf local Mac/s and selcctioi> 
may vary by stare. 5020025. 


Only at Macy's. 

Olc 5“lroo polo is loaded, 
with ped'ormance 
* PlayDry’^ tnotsiure w eking 
fabric to help keep yoj 
dry and comfortable. 

(or sun -protection. 

crtharce 

motion. 

49.50. -*52505^. 

Also, 5“lfon shorts. 29.9B. 
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"I'm hoping I get iisked to play £i golfer. . . 

brother will be prepared." 


ABOUT ROCKMOND >■ The 42-year-old native of the San 
Francisco Bay Area just finished his role as Dennis Abbott on 
“The Mentalist.” He's also known for recurring roles on “Sons of 
Anarchy,” “Prison Break,” “The Game” and “Soul Food.” Dunbar 
began playing golf in 1998 when he moved to Los Angeles. 
“My friends from college, we'd all play [Rancho Park] over on 
Pico Boulevard. I was unemployed. We all were. It was a way to 
pass time until one of us got a job. But now I'm hooked on it.” 


was in Canada about 
10 years ago shoot- 
ing episodes of 
Showtime’s “Soul 
Food.” I had just 
played golf and 
broke 90 for the first 
time. I was so psyched 
when I left the course— 
Lionhead Golf Club in Ontario— 
and went back to the apartment 
where I was staying. I had two 
full sets of clubs with me, and I 
left them in my truck. The next 
day, I came out to the parking 
lot, and the back window was 
smashed, and my clubs were 
gone. I can’t tell you how painful 
that was. I never saw them again, 
and to this day I can’t bear to re- 
place them. 

Now when I play, I just rent 
or borrow clubs— like when I’m 
doing celebrity golf events. I’m 
about a 20-handicap, and I know 
my game could be a lot better if I 
had clubs and more time to play. 
Between doing “The Mentalist” 
on CBS and spending time with 
my wife, Maya, and our baby 
girl, Berkeley, I don’t have as 
much time to play as I’d like. 

Fortunately, Maya bought 
me a new driver and hitting net 
for the back yard, and I’m start- 
ing to get back in the golf groove. 
She said she wants to start play- 
ing, so we’re going to take les- 
sons together. 

Here’s the thing about golf: 
When you’re filming TV shows, 
it’s a team environment. But 
golf? It’s just you, your swing, 
your skill, your patience. I really 
love that part of it. I’m hoping 
I get asked to play a golfer in a 
movie or show. Let me tell you, 
this brother will be prepared 
before we start shooting. I will 
look better than Tiger Woods. 

—INTERVIEWED BY RON KASPRISKE 
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The Cjolf Life I Rules 



Splash Down 

Test your knowledge 
of water hazards 


A tiny portion of your ball 
is touching a water-hazard 
margin. Is it in the hazard? 

If part of your ball is in a 
water hazard, can you 
ground your club behind the 
portion outside the hazard? 

O Your shot slices into a 
creek defined as a lateral 
water hazard (with red stakes or 
lines). If you drop within two 
club-lengths of where your ball 
entered, trees will prevent a 
clear shot. But there’s nothing in 


the way on the opposite side of 
the hazard. Can you drop there? 

O Heavy rain has raised the 
water level in a hazard to a 
point where it has extended past 
its margins. If your ball comes to 
rest in water outside of the mar- 
gins, can you take relief without 
penalty? 

O Your approach shot clears 
a water hazard (identified 
by yellow), lands on the green 
but rolls back into the hazard. 
Can you drop on the green side? 


O lf you hit into a water 
hazard, can you play a 
second ball as a provisional? 

O Once you drop under one 
option of a water-hazard 
rule, may you pick up the ball 
without penalty and choose 
another option under Rule 26? 

O lf you make a stroke at 
your ball in a water haz- 
ard, but don’t hit it out, do you 
have further options besides 
playing it as it lies? 

O Do you have to identify 
your ball in a water hazard 
to proceed under its rules? 

Your tee shot rolls into a 
nearly dry ditch that has 
no water-hazard markings. Do 
you get relief without penalty? 





ANSWERS 


1. Yes. It's in when 
any part touches it. 
(definitions) 

2. Yes, but it's a 
penalty if you ground 
your club in the hazard 
before making the 
stroke, (rule 13-4) 

3. Yes. With a lateral 
hazard, you may 
find the point on the 
opposite margin of 
the hazard that is 
equidistant to the hole 
with the point where 
your ball entered. 

Then drop within two 
club-lengths of that 
point, no closer to the 
hole. (RULE 26-lc) 

4. Yes. This is casual 
water. (Rule 25-lb; 
DECISION 25/2) 

5. No. Under a one- 
stroke penalty, you 
may drop on the side 
of the hazard from 
where you just hit, 
on a line drawn from 
the hole through that 
spot where the ball 
last entered the water 
hazard. Or you can 
simply replay the shot. 
(RULE 26-1) 

6. No. Any second ball 
would be considered 
in play under penalty 
of stroke and distance. 
(RULES 27-1, 27-2; 
DECISION 27-2a/2) 

7. No. Once a ball 
is dropped, it's in 
play. You may change 
your option before 
dropping, (decisions 
25-lb/9, 24-2b/5) 

8. Yes. With a one- 
stroke penalty, you 
can proceed under any 
of the rule's options 
available to you before 
you hit from the water 
hazard, (rule 26-2) 

9. No. If you know or 
are virtually certain 
it's in, proceed under 
water-hazard rules. 
Note: Just hearing or 
seeing a splash isn't 
enough evidence. 
(DECISION 26-1/1) 

10. No. A ditch is 
defined as a water 
hazard regardless 
of the depth of its 
water or whether it is 
marked as a hazard. 
(DEFINITIONS, 
DECISION 26/3) 
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The first time I plax ed w ith Tiger, 

I shot a thousand." 


Undercover Tour Pro 

Being paired with Tiger: 
It’s a circus, good and bad 

a T’S A STRANGE EXPERIENCE TO BE 
followed by 2,500 people and be com- 
pletely ignored. The crowd only cares 
what he does. Except for maybe 15 big names, 
this is what you have to accept playing in Ti- 
ger’s group. Spectators are already push- 
ing ahead as you take your stance, and you 
know the stampede is going to triple in vol- 
ume the moment your club strikes the ball. 
You’re part of a moving stadium, and people 
are playing full contact to get in position to 
watch his next shot. My wife won’t go to the 
course if I’m paired with him. Though she can 
watch on TV because I’m guaranteed airtime. 


As overwhelming as it can 
be. Big Cat does everything in 
his power to protect you. He’ll 
never tap in if you have a three- 
footer. If he did, he knows the 
crowd would motor to the next 
tee, and you’d be left to putt in 
the wake. If he’s away by a small 
margin on the green, he’ll in- 
vite you to play first, even if it 
means you’ll be standing in his 
through line on the other side 
of the cup. By no means does he 
rush you, but he’s very aware 
how his crowd moves, and he 
looks for ways to shepherd 
you. If he drains a bomb, he’ll 
always wait by the edge of the 
green rather than head to the 
next tee. I’m not going to name 
names, but there are a number 
of marquee players who don’t 
exhibit that courtesy. 

Tiger gets a lot of flak for 
cursing and slamming his 
clubs. It’s true he’s got one of 
the dirtier mouths out here, but 
next to winning, there’s no bet- 


ter feeling than when he lays 
out some profanity in praise of 
your shot. “That was hit — ing 
solid,” or even something more 
creative. In fact, when it comes 
to wording compliments with 
precise recognition of the caliber 
of the shot just played. Tiger is 
the best there is. He chats, and 
then when it’s time for you or 
him to play, he stops. He’s per- 
fect. Sergio claiming that Tiger 
once pulled a headcover early on 
purpose to excite the crowd was 
a ridiculous accusation. If Tiger 
weren’t so highly sensitive about 
managing noise, things like that 
would happen a dozen times ev- 
ery round. 

Certain big stars will turn 
up their noses at you. Whether 
it’s gamesmanship or they just 
want to focus, I don’t know, but 
I’ve been in pairings where the 
guy didn’t say 10 words to me 
the entire round. The first time I 
played with Tiger, I shot a thou- 
sand. I was a nobody, hadn’t 
won a tournament yet, and he 
couldn’t have been nicer. 

The next time I was paired 
with Tiger, I shot 68 to his 67. 
The key to playing well with him 
is to embrace the positives. My 
favorite benefit is what we call 
“Tiger Rough.” When you’ve got 
2,500 fans on a hole, the rough 
gets tamped down for you, and 
depending on its resiliency, 
maybe the two groups directly 
behind you. A lot of fans don’t 
realize how much better Tiger’s 
lies typically are when he’s off 
the fairway. It’s not much, but 
it’s enough to matter. 

You also have to appreciate 
the chance to see up close what 
you lack. Tiger has physical at- 
tributes I’ll never possess, but 
there are other things that have 
made him better than everybody 
else. His attention to detail with 
shot strategy, his rhythm, how 
he walks with confidence, and 
on and on. 

In the handful of rounds I’ve 
played with him. I’ve never had 
the lower score. I hope I get an- 
other chance soon. Who cares if 
he’s over the hill? Be a good story 
to tell my grandkids. 

—WITH MAX ADLER 
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Think Young, Play Hard 


The Cjoif Life 

■ i 


We get spoiled on tour. That first week, I got 
a Benz w ith 23 miles on it. \ot bad!" 



Justin Thomas 


Watch out for this 
big-hitting rookie 




O That's my mom, 
Jani, hanging with 
me at our hotel. She 
hates following on- 
line, so she travels 
with me a lot. She’ll 
even come to dinner 
with me and some 
of the other guys. 

Q I'm not big 
into sightseeing. 
Everyone rags on 
me for that. But 
we did it in San 
Francisco. We hit 
the Golden Gate 
Bridge and got 
great clam chowder 
at Ferry Building 
Marketplace. 


Qjhe perks on tour 
are no joke. On the 
Web.com Tour, you 
get a courtesy car 
each week. That’s 
me and a two-door 
Mercedes-Benz I 
got in Napa. It went 
crazy fast. We all got 
bottles of wine, too. 

O I've been dream- 
ing about being on 
the PGA Tour for- 
ever. So I don't mind 
doing interviews 
and different obliga- 
tions. We get to do 
cool stuff outside 
the ropes. Like in 
Vegas, Colt Knost 
and I played Shadow 
Creek earlier in the 
week. Place is legit. 


efore this PGA Tour season, Justin Thom- 
|i' as made a iist of seemingiy iofty goais. He 
wanted to be in contention consistentiy, 
win a tournament and piay in the Tour Champi- 
onship. After three top 10s in his first eight events, 
the question might be, did he underestimate his 
capabiiities? At 143 pounds, Thomas is piaying 
big. And not just on the ieader board. He’s crush- 
ing it off the tee, averaging over 300 yards. The 
Goshen, Ky., native has been on an upward trajec- 
tory since he was piayer of the year as a freshman 
at Aiabama. He turned pro in 2013 and earned 
his PGA Tour card after a strong 2014 on the Web 
.com Tour. For his debut at the Frys.com Open in 
Napa, Caiif., in October, we had a photographer 
foiiow Thomas to get his impressions of tour iife. 

—INTERVIEWED BY STEPHEN HENNESSEY 


^To be honest, 
the Frys was a blur. 

I played five straight 
weeks to finish 
the Web.com Tour 
season, so I didn't 
prepare well and 
missed the cut. But I 
flew to my new place 
near the Bear's Club 
in Jupiter, Fla., to 
practice for a week. 

I got refreshed and 
had a T-4 in my third 
event. That was a 
lesson in the grind 
of the tour schedule. 
I've followed that 
with two more top- 
10s in January. 









The Core The Ciolf Life 


Flight Plans 

How to keep 
jet lag from 
ruining your 
next golf trip 

O ASA scientists estimate 
that for every time zone 
you cross in your trav- 
els, you need an equal number 
of days in your new location to 
recover from jet lag. Think how 
that affects Californians go- 
ing to Ireland for a dream golf 
vacation. The last thing you 
want to do is spend half your trip 
in a sleep- deprived fog. Dr. Ara 
Suppiah, who works with PGA 
Tour players Henrik Stenson 
Justin Rose, Steve Strieker, 
Ian Poulter and Hunter Mahan, 
gave us tips for minimizing jet 
lag’s impact. — ron kaspriske 


► BEFORE TAKEOFF 


1. Book a flight that lands in 
the daytime, morning preferred. 
It’s like getting a bonus day to 
overcome the time difference. 

2. Don’t change your sleeping 
habits before your trip to 

get in sync with the new time 
zone. Sleep normally. 

3. Two days before flying, boost 
your immune system with a daily 
dose of vitamin C (1,000 milligrams) 
and vitamin D (5,000 milligrams). 


4 . Over 40? Consider taking 
a baby aspirin to avoid a blood 
clot from prolonged sitting. 



rhe last thing \'()u w ant to do is spend 
half VoLir trip in a sleep-deprK ed fog. 




1. Drink plenty of water. 
Dehydration compounds the 
effects of jet lag. 

2. Take a prescription diazepam 
(Valium) or an over-the-counter 
diphenhydramine (Benadryl 

or Sominex). It will relax your 
muscles and help you sleep. 

3. Avoid sugary food and drinks, 
including alcohol. Blood-sugar 
spikes increase inflammation 
and disturb sleep cycles. 

4 . Need to have a drink? Then 
eat peanuts (unsalted, if possible). 
Nuts slow down the absorption 

of alcohol in the bloodstream. 


► AFTER LANDING 


1. Glimpse directly toward the 
sun at dawn or dusk. Doing so 
will increase activity in the pineal 
gland, helping regulate melatonin 
(the sleep hormone). 

2. Drink a liter of cold water with 
a squeezed lemon (skin included). 
This alkaline mixture helps rid 
the body of acidity and germs. 

3. Exercise, but avoid a big 
workout. Try walking barefoot on 
grass or sand for 30 minutes to 
reduce lingering in-flight stress. 


4 . Take one more Valium or 
Benadryl when you go to sleep 
on the first night of the trip. 



► To correctly 
perform a basic 
squat, your torso 
should line up 
roughly parallel 
to the shin bones 
as you drop into 
your available 
range of motion, 
says Golf Digest 
fitness advisor 
Ralph Simpson. 
“If the torso is 
too upright, you 
can’t produce 
a lot of power 
or have much 
mobility. You’re 
also at a greater 
risk for injury. So 
remember: Poke 
your butt out." 



Illustrations by Todd Detwiler 
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Our profession has come a long wax' 
since the daN S of 'Cadd\'shacl<.' " 



Our profession has 
come a long way 
since the days of 
“Caddyshack” and 
Carl Spackler. Al- 
though I must admit 
there is a little bit of 
Carl in all of us. We 
are stewards of the 
environment and 
don’t want to im- 
pact wildlife or our 
customers in any 
way. Not to mention 
that the EPA regis- 
ters all chemicals 
before they can be 
legally used on a 
golf course. 


Often the applica- 
tor is wearing a 
suit simply to avoid 
getting his cloth- 
ing discolored. As 
for chemicals, I'll 
share what Michi- 
gan State biology 
professor Dr. Jo- 
seph Vargas said: 
The drugs we call 
medicines are really 
human pesticides. 

It doesn't matter 
if a bacterium or 
fungus is attacking 
a human or a plant; 
if you’re going to 
control it, you have 
to use a chemical 
to kill it. His point 
is, if we called fun- 
gicides, herbicides 
and pesticides 
“golf-course medi- 
cines,” we'd look at 
them differently. 


Aware? Yes. Con- 
cerned? No. Golf su- 
perintendents take 
great care in select- 
ing products that 
have a low risk to 
golfers, workers and 
the environment. 
Still, use common 
sense. Avoid con- 
tact between a golf 
ball and your mouth. 
Avoid placing ciga- 
rettes or cigars on 
the ground. Avoid 
wiping your face 
with a towel that 
you've placed on a 
putting green. 


Hi|||L here are enemies out to destroy our golf courses, 
all sorts of critters that like to gobble the grass, 
usually from the bottom up, and all sorts of dis- 
eases that can quickly move in on a hot, humid day and 
wipe out entire greens. The industry has developed low- 
impact programs to combat these forces, but sometimes 
the only solution is a chemical one. So we asked our panel 
of expert superintendents: Should we be concerned for 
our health if we see the maintenance crew— sometimes 
dressed like they just came from a lunar landing— spray- 
ing the golf course on the day we play? — ron written 




SAN LUIS OBISPO 
(CALIF.) COUNTY 
GOLF COURSES 


BEAR TRACE AT 
HARRISON BAY, TENN. 


The answer is no. 
The products are 
applied by state- 
certified applicators 
using properly cali- 
brated equipment 
in accordance with 
the product and 
local, state and 
federal laws. How- 
ever, some people 
know they're allergic 
to certain chemi- 
cals. Those golfers 
should check with 
the superintendent 
or golf shop to find 
out what products, 
if any, are being 
applied that day. 
Then decide if they 
want to play. 

JAMES RONEY JR. 

J SAUCON VALLEY 
COUNTRY CLUB, 
BETHLEHEM, PA. 


Almost every 
product that the 
superintendent 
uses is considered 
safe once it has 
dried on the turf.H 


Many times they're 
spraying wetting 
agents, which are 
nothing more than 
highly refined soaps. 


LOS ANGELES 
COUNTRY CLUB 


^■highlands 

(N.C.) FALLS 
COUNTRY CLUB 


Do superintendents go too far 
to protect your course? M 
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The CjolfLife Special Report 



Making Big Bucks, 
Spending Big Bucks 

How the Masters 
turns a $29M profit 

BY RON SIRAK 


O here are two types of people on the commercial 
side of golf: Those who do business with Augusta 
National Golf Club and the Masters, and those who 
want to do business with the most valuable, lucra- 
tive— and private— property in the game. As a result, no one 
wants to be caught talking about the club or the tournament. 
But discussions with those who understand the business and 
Augusta National reveal this picture: The Masters makes a lot 
of money, leaves perhaps even more on the table, spends a lot 
of money to make its tournament better, and gives away a lot 
to help grow the game. In all, the Masters will generate about 
$115 million in revenue this year, according to Golf Digest re- 
porting, more than a five-fold increase from the $22 million 
the magazine estimated in 1997 for the previous year’s Mas- 
ters. And that $115 million in revenue could translate to a profit 
of almost $30 million, up from $7 million in our 1997 report. 
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Miller Lite has more flavor than you‘d expect 
from a light beer with just 96 calories. It is 
the perfecLbalance of .lightness and taste. 
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The Cjolf Life I Special Report 



rhe Masters on pax -pei -\ iew? 
"If the\' did, the\' could get 
$ioo for the weekend and get 
two million to three million 
buN s. Do the math on that. " 


From the Masters’ beginning 
in 1934 under Bob Jones and 
Clifford Roberts, the focus of the 
tournament has been to provide 
the best experience possible for 
the players and spectators. From 
the absence of corporate logos to 
limiting the number of people 
inside the ropes, the Masters is 
perhaps the last major sporting 
event left where the emphasis 
is solely on the game. But since 
taking over as chairman in 2006, 
Billy Payne has non-intrusively 
yet dramatically increased rev- 
enue and expanded ways in 
which the club gives back to the 
game. 

“What Billy Payne has done 
is incredible,” said one source 
involved in sports marketing. 
“As the commercialization of 
sports expanded, through great 
discipline and vision they were 
able to increase revenue without 
harming the experience. People 
want that Masters experience. 
They want to hear the roars. 
There are no logos anywhere. 
It’s all pure.” 

The price of being on prop- 
erty went up this year for the 
second time since 2012. But af- 
ter a $75 increase in 2015, to $325, 
for a badge that gains access to 
the four competitive rounds, the 
Masters is still one of the great 
bargains in sports. Tickets for 
this year’s Super Bowl ranged 
from $800 to $1,900, and season- 
ticket holders for the Kansas 
City Royals were able to buy 2014 
World Series tickets for $100 to 
$420 per game. On the second- 
ary market, four- day badges for 
this year’s Masters were start- 
ing at $5,088 on StubHub, the 
$65 Wednesday practice-round 
tickets were at least $925, and a 
one- day Sunday pass was priced 
from $1,600. 

Those prices have grabbed 
the attention of Augusta Na- 
tional officials, and they’re do- 
ing something about it. “They’re 
buying up the weekly badges on 
the black market, then dividing 
them into daily badges,” said a 
source familiar with the brisk 
secondary business that tran- 
spires on Washington Road the 
week of the tournament. “Just 
anecdotally, it startles me how 
many people I speak with who 
are at the Masters for the first 


time. These are clearly not badge 
holders.” 

Where do those black- market 
tickets that Augusta National 
is buying go? Some most cer- 
tainly go to those who spend 
$6,000 to $7,500 a week for ac- 
cess to Berckmans Place, a posh, 
100,000-square-foot entertain- 
ment facility next to the fifth 
fairway that opened in 2013. 
The eye-popping party place 
has five restaurants, replicas 
of the seventh, 14th and 16th 
greens, and a merchandise store 
with items not available to the 
public. Berckmans Place com- 
fortably entertains about 2,000 
people, which means it could 
generate more than $12 million 
in revenue, not including mer- 
chandise sales. 

Augusta National does not 
release Masters attendance, but 
if you add that $12 million to the 
estimated 40,000 Thursday- 
Sunday patron badges sold at 
$325 each ($13 million) and the 
estimated 150,000 practice- 
round badges split Monday 
through Wednesday for $65 
each ($9.75 million), you’d have 
$34.75 million in ticket revenue. 

That figure stood at $6 mil- 
lion in our 1997 report, when 
the four-day badge was $100, 
practice-round tickets ranged 
from $16 to $21 and Berckmans 
Place did not exist. Let’s assume 
the 310,000 patrons for the 
week spend $25 each on conces- 
sions— remember, this is a place 
where you can get a $3 beer and 
a $1.75 sandwich— and that puts 
another $7.75 million in the till. 

Let’s say the 40,000 four-day 
badge holders and the 150,000 
daily practice-round ticket hold- 
ers each spend $250 for mer- 
chandise-many people come 
to Augusta National with a shop- 
ping list for family and friends— 
and that’s $47.5 million, a huge 
jump from the estimated $9 mil- 
lion in gross sales from our 1997 
report. But back then there were 
only 13 cash registers. Now there 
are dozens that move with blind- 
ing efficiency. Add about $25 mil- 
lion from international television 
rights— we’ll address the breal<- 
even domestic TV rights in a 
moment— and the total take 
from the tournament approaches 
$115 million. 


WALKING AWAY 
FROM BIGGER MONEY 

B ut think of the money Mas- 
ters officials are choosing 
not to pursue. They could 
probably triple the ticket prices 
and still sell out. (A waiting list 
for weekly badges opened in 1972 
and closed in 1978 before briefly 
reopening in 2000.) The conces- 
sions are likely run on a break- 
even basis— or even at a loss. 
And imagine how much more 
they could mal<e if they opened 
an online store to augment the 
merchandise pavilion. “Can you 
even imagine there being an on- 
line store?” says a source who 
runs other tournaments, laugh- 
ing with incredulity. “We’d all 
chuckle.” 

But nowhere is Augusta Na- 
tional showing more restraint 
than with its domestic TV 
rights. This is the 60th consecu- 
tive year CBS has broadcast the 
Masters on a one-year contract, 
an arrangement that began in 
1956. ESPN has had the week- 
day cable rights since 2008 on 
the same basis. 

“The way the Masters TV 


deal is constructed is still 
shrouded in mystery,” says 
a source in the broadcasting 
business. “The deal changed a 
little bit when Billy came in as 
chairman, bringing in a small 
rights fee, but neither CBS nor 
Augusta National makes money 
on the deal.” 

Another source, also in the 
broadcast business, explains it 
this way: 

“After the Masters, CBS sends 
an invoice to Augusta National, 
and they check it out and get 
the money from their corporate 
partners to cover production 
costs,” says the source. 

That means that IBM, AT&T 
and Mercedes-Benz pay about 
$6 million to $8 million each 
in exchange for four minutes 
of advertising time per hour— 
about one-third of the com- 
mercial interruptions of other 
sporting events. Rolex and UPS 
are the corporate partners for 
the international broadcast. 

“If they ever opened up the 
[domestic TV] bidding, it would 


{please turn to page 171) 
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Drive up to 50 mites' with a hole in one. 
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rhe CjolfLifc t Equipment by Mike^Stachura 


► It's amazing how 
much farther you hit it 
when you're not slicing 
shots into the trees. 
The offset provides 
more time to square 
the face, and extra 
mass in the back gets 
the ball in the air fast. 


BRIDGESTONE 

J815 


► Those ribs across the 
bottom stabilize the 
head and help shots fly 
farther with less spin. 
The extra thin crown 
helps, too. Extra weight 
in the heel builds in a 
little more draw. 


Special 

Forces 


PING 

G30 LS TEC 


► Too often drivers 
billed as “low spin” 
sacrifice off-center hit 
stability. This design 
mirrors the forgiveness 
of the original G30 with 
the consistent spin 
reduction that players 
with fast swings need. 


Get the 
right style 
of driver for 
your game 


t’s too easy to assume that 
I all of today’s adjustable 
drivers can be tweaked 
to fit any player. Fact is, certain 
kinds of drivers— maybe even 
some that aren’t adjustable— will 
work better for your swing than 
others. For example, a driver with 
offset or a closed-face angle might 
help squelch your slice more than 
some clubheads with adjustable 
weights. A lightweight driver 
(about 300 grams or less) is going 
to be easier for slow-speed play- 
ers to swing faster. And for the 
fastest swings, a driver designed 
to yield extremely low spin helps 
squeeze out a few extra yards. The 
more you know what you want 
your tee ball to do, the easier it’ll 
be to find a driver that does it. 
Here are hve to add to your search. 


TAYLORMADE 

AEROBURNER, 


► You want the ball to 
go faster, so this driver 
helps in three ways: It's 
lighter, its sleek head is 
more aerodynamically 
efficient, and its face 
gets extra flex from 
the largest sole slot in 
company history. 


► By using alight 
composite, the crown 
rises in an aerodynamic 
curve but stiji keeps 
weight low. That means 
this compact head 
takes off more spin, 
which is ideal for high- 
speed swings. 


COBRA 


FLY-Z XL 

* 


CAL1.AWAY 


XR PRO 

■ 
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Global Resources of Berkshire Hathaway *50 Years of Leadership * All For You 


Fuft eusrNiss. fo-ft FAMtir. FOff ufe. 


Offipil ptiv*? 
JttPriMder 


CALL US AT S66-JET-7579 OR VISIT US AT NETJETS.COM 
TO SEE WHAT GIFTS WE CAN GIVE YOUR LIFE. 






The ultimate in spectator golf 




B 1 

L.i 

^ 1 

L’ Sr^..- i 






m 

ni ii -«s ~^i 

mJ. 


m 



pro 

s 





THE 




PLAYERS 





The Cjolf Life I Business by Matthew Rudy 


A FIELD GUIDE TO THE 


WHEN NOT CHASING A BUCK, TITANS OF FINANCE ARE OFTEN FOUND CHASING A LITTLE WHITE 



OLD MONEY 

Turpis Divites 



JOB: Enjoying inherited fortune. 
RANGE: The coasts (Augusta, Pine 
Valley, Fishers Island, Round Hill, 
Cypress Point, Seminole). 
MARKINGS; Bucket hat, tucked-in 
Pima-cotton shirt and Bills Khakis. 
FootJoy saddle shoes with anklets. 
Two tiny logos: one on the hat, 
another on the breast of the shirt. 
High-end irons well-used and half a 
dozen seasons old, but meticulously 
maintained. Vintage blade putter. 
CHARACTERISTICS: Refers to good 
shots as “tidy.” USGA Handicap Index 
is scrupulously maintained. Game of 
choice is $10 nassau. Doesn't answer 
any job questions directly. (“I'm in the 
markets,” “My family was in the tea 
business.”) Has an American Express 
black card but never uses it. 



HEDGE-FUND 

MANAGER 

Stropha Rex 



JOB: Directing a portfolio of private 
investments using aggressive, highly 
proprietary strategies and collecting 
a percentage of all gains. 

RANGE: Fairfield County, Conn. 
(Stanwich), and Monterey County, 
Calif. (Pebble Beach). 

MARKINGS: High-silk and exotic- 
leather content. Oversize staff bag 
with 15 to 20 clubs, UPC stickers still 
attached, and at least five headcovers. 
Two smartphones omnipresent. 
CHARACTERISTICS: Infrequent 
player, with a ratio of memberships 
to annual rounds played approaching 

1- to-l. Vanity handicap. Enthusiastic, 
complicated gambler (automatic 

2- down presses and $50 greenies, 
snakes, barkies, sandies and 
legends). Will use stakes as method 
of intimidation: “When can we press 
again?” Is not “out here to relax.” 



INVESTMENT 

BANKER 

Arcanus Clausus 



JOB: Working with corporations 
to raise money and buy or sell other 
companies. 

RANGE: Northeast to Mid-Atlantic 
(Winged Foot, Caves Valley, The 
Country Club, Quail Hollow). 
MARKINGS: Polished. Prefers Ralph 
Lauren, Brooks Brothers and Vineyard 
Vines— anything with tiny animals. 

New tour-spec driver and irons, and 
a $750 Scotty Cameron custom putter. 
CHARACTERISTICS: Often a strong 
player but can miss subtle social cues 
(aggressively negotiating handicaps, 
ungenerous about giving putts). 
Thrives in scrambles and pro-ams, 
where lack of practice isn't a big 
factor. Olympic-level name-dropper. 
(“Tiger was my partner there the 
year before he crashed his truck.”) 
Formidable 19th-hole skills. Not 
known for carrying cash. 


Illustrations by Michael Hoeweler 
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Mature 

examples 

often 

display 

pastel 

coloration. 


Tooth 
veneers 
common 
in the 
western 
range. 



Polyester 
leaves 
a telltale 
rash. 


JOB: Offering personal financial 
management to wealthy individuals. 
RANGE: South Florida, large cities, 
wealthy suburbs (Champions Golf 
Club, Oakland Hills, Westchester, 
Trump National Bedminster, Estancia). 
MARKINGS: Visually similar to 
Arcanus Clausus, differentiated by 
extended range, larger population and 
higher percentage of females. 
CHARACTERISTICS: Notably more 
sociable than Arcanus Clausus, from 
more extensive client interaction. 
Usually an active, low-single-digit- 
handicapper at a “players” club. 
Attractive and enjoyable partner for 
playing skill and exhaustive pre-round 
research. (“Relax, pards. I got this 
hole. We'll use that nice little hard 
fade on 14. It sets up perfect for you. 
Let's talk a little more about that 
development in Telluride.") 


JOB: Buying and selling securities 
for individual and institutional 
investors, earning a commission. 
RANGE: Nationwide (Bethpage Black, 
Bandon Dunes, Whistling Straits). 
MARKINGS: Mildly upscale standard 
clothing, brand coordinated and 
relaxed fit. Financial-services-logoed 
hat, towel and golf balls. Cart bag 
with latest equipment, business cards 
and logo pens. 

CHARACTERISTICS: Aggressive 
friendliness and small talk. Usually 
has a history of athleticism in other 
sports. (“You're from Rochester? 

I played ball with a guy from there . . . 
Let me think of his name.") Game 
of choice is whatever the client 
wants. Can reliably be expected 
to tank late. Carries elaborate 
money clip with a $100 fronting six 
20s and some singles. 


JOB: Hunting for potential 
violators of securities laws for the 
federal government. 

RANGE: Northeast to Mid-Atlantic 
(Liberty National, Congressional), 
Silicon Valley (Half Moon Bay, 
CordeValle). 

MARKINGS: Navy or tan pleated 
khakis, tube socks and stiff, new 
inexpensive shoes. Blousy, off-label 
polo shirt to disguise surveillance wire 
and transmitter. Unironic flat-brim 
cap purchased from the shop just 
before the round. Thick-frame Oakley 
sunglasses. Rental clubs. 
CHARACTERISTICS: Usually 
selected for the role because of golf 
experience. Fluid player with Division 
III skills. Mechanical, rote small talk. 
(“Ever been to the Caymans?") 

Does not gamble. 
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The CjolfLife I Man About Golf by David Owen 


Xeark e\'er\' room in m\' house is too fast 

to host a PGA Tour e\'ent. 



Green Speeds at Home 


What’s your living room 
measure on the Stimp? 


O one of the greatest 
things about my house, 
which was built in 1790 
and moved to its current loca- 
tion on the back of a truck 180 
years later, is that it contains 
very few level surfaces. The 
room I used to use as my office 
has a carpeted floor that slopes 
from end to end and sags on 
the diagonal. When my work 
got boring, I could practice any 
kind of putt: right-breaking, left- 
breaking, uphill, downhill, side- 
hill, whatever. My living-room 
floor is less severe, but it’s bigger 
and more undulating. The rug is 
an old Oriental that belonged 
to my grandparents, and if you 
move a couple of chairs you have 
a putt that might fool a tour pro: 
a bowl-shape double-breaker 
from the piano to the nearest leg 
of a pie- crust table that my wife 


and I got as a wedding present. 

I’ve often wondered how the 
floors in my house compare with 
the greens on real golf courses. 
Recently, my club’s superinten- 
dent lent me his Stimpmeter, the 
official USGA tool for measuring 
green speed. It’s a three-foot- 
long extruded-aluminum bar, 
with a shallow, V-shape trough 
running down the center. You 
find a level putting surface a 
dozen feet across, place a ball in 
a notch near one end of the bar, 
then slowly lift that end until the 
ball begins to roll. You do that in 
both directions, and the speed of 
the green is the average run-out, 
in feet and inches. For normal 
golf courses nowadays, read- 
ings of 9 or 10 are considered 
fast, and greens at major tourna- 
ments are probably 12 or higher. 

I’d always assumed that al- 


most any ordinary residential 
rug or carpet would be slower 
than almost any real green, so 1 
was amazed to find that nearly 
every room in my house is too 
fast to host a PGA Tour event. 
My living-room rug measured 
almost 15, and the carpet in 
our basement rec room— a 
super-cheap nylon level-loop 
pile, installed over concrete 
on a three-quarter-inch foam 
pad— was over 20. (1 can’t give 
you a precise reading for that 
one, because the balls, in both 
directions, rolled all the way to 
the wall.) Back in the 1990s, Paul 
Stankowski said he had prac- 
ticed for the Masters by putting 
on the floor of his garage, but 
probably my living room, or his, 
would have been more realistic. 

I took my Stimpmeter to 
Northeast Carpet and Floor- 
ing, in New Milford, Conn. The 
owner, Joe Welch, had recently 
returned from a golf trip to 
Florida, and when 1 told him 1 
was looking for a household car- 
pet that would putt realistically 
he took me down to the base- 
ment. He unrolled a long rem- 


nant of a lightweight cut-pile, 
in which the yarns were fairly 
long and the weave was fairly 
loose. The Stimpmeter reading 
on that one was only 5— which, 
believe it or not, is roughly what 
ordinary golf courses averaged 
as recently as the 1970s. Then 
we tried a similar but denser 
carpet, with a much shorter 
pile— the kind you might glue 
down on an office floor. That 
piece was 12 feet wide, and my 
test balls all rolled to the oppo- 
site edge, meaning that it was 
suitable for major-tournament 
practice, possibly, but too fast 
for normal play. “But you don’t 
really want to be putting on this 
stuff,” Welch said, “because it’s 
not true, right?” Maybe not— al- 
though earlier that day I’d had 
extremely promising results in 
my son’s old bedroom, on a nice 
dense Saxony with a little depth 
to it (about 9-6). 

Welch suggested that I visit 
Paul Ramee, a customer of his, 
who owns Golf on the Green, an 
indoor teaching center a couple 
of miles down the road. During 
the regular season, Ramee is the 
director of golf at Bull’s Bridge 
Golf Club, in South Kent, whose 
course was designed by Tom 
Fazio. Ramee’s back room has 
a super-fancy synthetic-grass 
putting surface, with subtle 
breaks and six cups, installed by 
Pro Putt Systems. It’s designed to 
roll at 10-6. 1 tested it and decided 
it was more like 11-6. “Foot traffic 
speeds it up,” Ramee said, “and 
when that happens I can take it 
back down by vacuuming it.” 

The large front room, where 
Ramee gives full-swing lessons, 
is carpeted with less-expensive 
fake grass, manufactured by a 
floor-covering company called 
Beaulieu of America and in- 
stalled by Welch. Ramee doesn’t 
use it for putting, but I tested it 
anyway. It measured a little over 
9— and it putted quite nicely, 
too, especially where people 
had been walking. “Wow,” I said. 
“You could carpet a whole base- 
ment with this.” 

“I’ve thought about that,” 
Ramee said. “But my wife would 
never let me. ”0 
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The CjolfLife I Road Report 


Popp\' Hills might just be the coolest 
golf hang on 17 Mile DrK e. 



Makin' Bacon 

A Monterey 
course sizzles 
again thanks 
to a makeover 

O acon is bacon, right? 
It’s a warm, salty, 
crunchy, chewy strip 
of deliciousness just about 
anywhere you go. Then you 
take a bite of the homemade 
bacon prepared every day at 
Poppy Hills Golf Course in 
Pebble Beach and . . . your 
world changes forever. It’s 
made from smoked, whole 
pork bellies, and it’s so good 
that before you can finish 
your last bite, you’re think- 
ing, Can I get some to go? Is it 
on the lunch menu? Can I pre- 
order for tomorrow? 

The man behind the bacon 
($4) is Poppy’s new executive 
chef, Johnny De Vivo, who 
previously worked for two of 
the Monterey Peninsula’s top 
restaurants: La Bicyclette and 
Casanova. His arrival is one 
of several recent changes at 
Poppy, a new addition to our 
Best in State list. Robert Trent 
Jones Jr. completed a mul- 
timillion-dollar renovation. 
It’s a par 71 (instead of par 72) 
and 139 yards longer, stretch- 
ing just over 7,000 yards. It’s 
also a lot drier thanks to bet- 
ter drainage. No more jokes 
about “Sloppy Hills.” 

The clubhouse and restau- 
rant (Porter’s in the Forest) re- 
ceived a redesign, too. It might 
just be the coolest golf hang 
on 17 Mile Drive, with a farm- 
to-table menu, several flat- 
screen TVs, terrific views of 
the Del Monte Forest through 
its nearly all-glass walls, and 
that beautiful bacon. 

— RON KASPRISKE 


jiyS'i),. When it comes to 

golf, we get around. 
Each month our 
editors share dispatches on 
the cool things they found. 
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The Cjolf Life I Stuff 



Vou're in Jerse\', and \'our 
golf coach is in Maui? \o problem. 


son. Most coaches are available 
within a few hours’ notice. At 
the designated time, each of you 
gets in front of an iPad camera 
while logged in to the app, and 
the lesson begins. The coaching 
sessions can be lengthened be- 
yond 15 minutes, but company 
founder Vijay Nadkarni says that 
shorter lessons appeal to golfers 
living a faster-pace lifestyle. 

“It was very hard for me to 
make time to take lessons, and 
when I did, I used to get bored 
within 20 minutes,” Nadkarni 
says. “I realized I wasn’t the only 
one who felt this way. That’s how 
Mobicoach started.” 

In addition to golf instmction, 
Mobicoach is making inroads in 
fitness training. That means— on, 
say, your lunch break— you could 
get a 15-minute fitness checkup 
followed by a 15-minute swing fix 
and still have time for your bolo- 
gnasandwich. — ron kaspriske 


Long-Distance Lesson 

Mobicoach makes 
golf instruction more 
convenient 


O et’s say you’re in need 
of a quality golf lesson, 
but the pro at your lo- 
cal driving range looks like he 
hasn’t swung a club since Softs- 
pikes were invented. In the past, 
your options might have been 
making a road trip to see one of 
your state’s top instructors or 
paying big bucks to attend a golf 
school. Even if you could find a 
good teacher, you’d still have to 
factor in weather, scheduling 
and time constraints. 

Now you have another op- 
tion. If you own an iPad with a 


front-mounted camera (iOS 8.0 
or newer), you can get a real- 
time lesson from an instructor 
from almost anywhere without 
leaving your back yard. Mobi- 
coach is a new app (free from 
iTunes) offering one-on-one 
interaction with your choice of 
dozens of golf instructors via 
video streaming. The app has 
several interactive features. You 
or your teacher can draw lines 
on the screen as if it were a white 
board to emphasize techniques 
or positions in the swing. You 
can also split the screen to com- 


pare your swing with previous 
versions or the swings of other 
golfers. Plus, you can record the 
lesson and save it. 

There are several instruction 
apps that offer some facet of Mo- 
bicoach’s features, such as Golf 
Coach Direct, VI Pro and My Pro 
To Go, but none has the same 
level of interactivity between 
student and teacher, says Dave 
Phillips, co-founder of the Title- 
ist Performance Institute. 

Here’s how it works: Once 
you download the app to your 
iPad (it’s not compatible with 
iPhones) you register with Mo- 
bicoach and shop online for the 
instructor who fits your needs 
and budget. For example, you 
can book a 15-minute lesson 
with Mike Malaska, the 2011 
PGA Teacher of the Year, for 
$125. Other instructors aren’t as 
pricey, with some charging less 
than $20 for a 15-minute les- 
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The Cjolf Life I Opinion 


Meek ga\'e Bolt a hard sho\'e and said, "Do noli 


w ant to finish w hat w e started in Australia? 


Road Rage 

in the Scoring Tent 

My front-row seat 
to tour pros’ rants 


BY DAVID FAY 


here’s truth to the adage that you can 
learn a lot about a person’s character 
during a round of golf. To that I would 
add that if you really want to learn 
about a tour player’s personality, spend about five 
minutes in the 18th-hole scoring area after the 
round. ► Some players behave like princes, re- 
gardless of their score. Good examples: Ben 
Crenshaw and Nick Price. On the other hand, 
Ben’s college teammate, Tom Kite, would fall 
into what I coined The 67-76 Club. All smiles 
and compliments after a 67, but a steady 
stream of criticism— usually about the course 
setup, sometimes about the guy he was play- 
ing with— after a 76. ► I preferred the guys you 
could count on to be jerks all the time over the 
chameleons whose score dictated their behav- 
ior. Let’s just say that the players you’ve heard 
stories about typically lived up to their repu- 
tations. And don’t think there weren’t some 



LPGA players who could lose it, 
too. (By the way, it should come 
as no surprise that Jack Nick- 
laus was a model citizen: always 
pleasant, never saccharine, no 
matter his score.) 

Gary Player was the most 
meticulous. He’d check his score 
twice, backward and forward, 
then hand the card to the scor- 
ing official, unsigned, and call 
out his hole-by-hole scores by 
memory. Only after the official 
confirmed his memory would 
Gary check his card one last 
time, and then sign it. 

Players are responsible for 
only the hole-by-hole score, not 
the total. Adding up the numbers 
is the committee’s responsibility. 

I worked at the Metropolitan 
(New York) Golf Association in 
the mid-1970s. At the time, one of 
the area’s leading professionals 
was Babe Lichardus. When Babe 
was paired with someone he 
thought played too slowly, he’d 
show his disdain by recording the 
slowpoke’s hole-by-hole scores 
using Roman numerals. “I l<now 
the numbers up to 10, and I know 
I don’t have to add ’em up— that’s 
his job,” Babe would say, pointing 
to the scoring official. 

In the 1985 U.S. Senior Open, 
Dow Finsterwald and amateur 
Bill Hyndman were grouped 



together. They’d known one 
another for decades. When Bill 
opened up Dow’s scorecard, 
I couldn’t help but notice an 
oddity. Bill turned around and 
whispered to the volunteer 
(and unofficial) walking scorer: 
“Young lady, would you mind 
reading me Mr. Finsterwald’s 
hole-by-hole scores, starting at 
hole No. 1?” 

Dow’s ears picked up, and 
he turned to Bill and said, “Bill, 
don’t tell me you missed some 
of my scores.” Then Dow looked 
more carefully at the card and 
saw it was completely blank. 
“Not one [bleeping] score! You 
didn’t put down one [bleeping] 
score? What the hell’s the mat- 
ter with you. Bill?” 

It was all sorted out, but that 
1985 Senior Open was also the 
scene of my favorite incident. 

Tommy Bolt and Jack Fleck 
were paired together in the final 
round. Jack had a 70; Tommy, a 
77. The two sat down in the tent, 
and, wordlessly, exchanged 
scorecards, checked them and 
signed them. But before they 
left my company. Bolt looked 
at me and said, as if Fleck were 
not seated right next to him: 
“Mr. USGA official, I don’t give 
a damn if next year I’m leading 
this tournament by 10 shots go- 
ing into the final round— if I’m 
paired with this no-good, mis- 
erable son of a bitch. I’m with- 
drawing.” At which point. Fleck 
gave Bolt a hard shove and said, 
“Do you want to finish what we 
started in Australia?” 

Bolt shoved back, almost 
pushing Jack off his chair and 
said, “Damn right I do!” Before 
any real blows were exchanged, I 
became the peacekeeper. Sort of. 
“Fellas,” I said, “the next group 
is coming up onto the green, so 
please take it outside.” Some- 
what surprisingly, they nodded 
their heads, stopped the shoving 
and yelling, and departed. 

To this day, I don’t know if 
they managed to finish what 
they started in Australia— or 
what it was that happened in 
Australia. Perhaps some con- 
temporary might read this and 
enlighten me. I’d like that. 
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I'The Pour 



Manx' tequilas are aged in oak barrels, 

so thex 're a lot mellower. 



on’t Shoot! 


O emember that spring break on South Padre Island when you woke up at 5 a.m. in a 
laundromat? Just a guess, but was tequila involved? That’s unfortunate, because the 
alcohol mostly associated with syrupy-sweet margaritas and rapid-fire shots with salt 
and lime deserves a better reputation than a recollection of your worst hangover. “The 
quality is so much better now,” says Antonio Rodriguez, production manager for Tequila Patron. 
Rodriguez, Kevin Vanegas of Tequila Herradura and bartender Krystle-Lynn Kingcade of the 
Anejo bar in New York City suggest you give the spirit another try. This time, order an anejo or 
reposado, and sip it with or without a little ice, like a single-malt scotch. If you prefer cocktails, 
try it as a replacement for whiskey in a manhattan or an old-fashioned. Many tequilas are aged 
in oak barrels (reposados for almost a year, anejos for longer), so they’re a lot mellower than that 
biting taste you might recall. They don’t need to be masked in a margarita or quickly downed 
like bad medicine. “Don’t shoot it with salt and lime,” Kingcade says. “All that ever did was help 
mask the bitter taste from poorly made tequila. That’s not an issue anymore.” — ron kaspriske 


1 ROCA PATRON 
ANEJO ($90) 

Aged for about 14 
months in bourbon 
barrels. Made using 
the “tahona” process 
of crushing the agave 
(all tequila is made 
from this plant) with 
a large stone wheel. 
Cinnamon, pepper 
and oak flavors 
shine. There’s also 
a hint of that familiar 
biting agave flavor. 

2 HERRADURA 
REPOSADO ($40) 

Aged for 11 months 
in oak barrels 
supplied by parent 
company Brown- 
Forman. (It makes 
Woodford Reserve, 
among other 
whiskies.) A very 
friendly citrus taste 
is noticeable, along 
with honey— just like 
a bourbon. 


3 DON JULIO 70 
ANEJO CLARO 
($50) A bianco (clear 
or white) tequila that 
has been aged for 
18 months in white 
oak. Sweet and sour 
notes are highlighted 
by vanilla and lemon. 
Perfect for sipping 
or as a replacement 
for vodka in a Bloody 
Mary (Bloody Maria). 


TOP SHELF 
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The Cjolf Life I Ask Golf Digest 


A 20-year Augusta 
National Member 





How is it possible that I 
played more than 30 rounds 
last year, and I got worse? 
My handicap is going up! 

MATT BISCHOFF, NEW YORK CITY 


O What can we say? Golf 
can be cruel. But as long 
as you’re having fun, 
don’t worry about your number. 
Just think of all the extra strokes 
you’ll get in nassaus. You’ll be 
raldng in the cash. Besides, you’re 
not alone. Golf Digest handicap 
expert Dean Knuth says most 
people finish the season within 
two shots— better or worse— of 
their Index at the beginning of 
the year. One big exception is 
Zhong (Amy) Gibbs, 43, of Wim- 
berley, Texas. Playing as much as 
five times a week in 2014, Zhong’s 
Index plummeted from 28.8 to 
6.8. Her 22-shot improvement 
was attested by Andrew Bryant, 
tournament coordinator at Vaal- 
er Creek Golf Club. Gibbs even 
had a 78 in October. 


What is indoor golf? I heard 
some guys talking about it. 

REID COLSON, 

RICHMOND, VA. 

► ► ► 

Hang on for a second. I’ve got 
to bank this shot off my Bar- 
calounger to get up and down. 
OK, back to your question. We 
can’t say for certain, but we be- 
lieve indoor golf was invented 
by the Scots around 1687 as 
something to do when (add 
heavy Scottish accent here) “it’s 
a wee too dreich” to play real 
golf. We think they used softer 
balls made from haggis to avoid 
breaking lamps. Today, we use 
computer simulators indoors 
to play on Scottish golf courses 
that are too dreich to play oth- 
erwise. See? Full circle. 


How many pros still 
wear steel spikes, and 
what do they do for 
tournaments played at elubs 
where they’re banned? 

ROB ZAWORSKI, 

ATLANTA 

► ► ► 

More than three-quarters of 
PGA Tour players wear spike- 
less footwear, but on any given 
week, about 30 players still 
have “the nails” in their shoes. 
Among them are players such 
as Rory Mcllroy, Tiger Woods 
and Bubba Watson, who use 
Champ’s ProStinger cleat— a 
plastic spike with a metal tip. 
Although most clubs have a no- 
metal policy, they waive it for 
tour events. However, that’s not 
always the case for U.S. Open 
qualifying. In 2006, Steve Elk- 
ington withdrew from a quali- 
fier when he learned he couldn’t 
wear his metal spikes. In 2013, 
Lee Janzen was disqualified 
from a qualifier for wearing 
metal spikes at a site that didn’t 
allow them, —the editors 


QUICK HITS 


► What are Winter 
Rules? There’s only 
one: No whining 
about the cold. 

► How cold is too 
cold for golf? 
273.15 degrees, 
Kelvin. 




► Any advice for 
putting on a windy 
day? Turn your hat 
backward. 

► OK to wear winter 
golf mittens? 

Sure, but they’re 
gonna hurt 

your short game. 


JERK MOVE? 

Whenever 
I show up 
at a course as a 
single. I’d prefer 
to play by my- 
self, if possible, 
instead of being 
paired up. Am I 
alone on this? 

You’re not alone. 
You’re a loner. 
Some enjoy the 
social aspects 
of the game, 
and others get 
tense when 
their games 
are on display 
for strangers. 
You’re not a jerk 
for asking to 
go alone, but 
you could be 
missing out on 
a friendship, a 
business deal, or 
even a witness 
to your first hole- 
in-one. Next time, 
try pairing up. 


Submit your burning 
questions here: 
ask@golfdigest.com 
or on Twitter 
@GolfDigest 
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expLORe 

I I I I MINNGSOTA' 

Golf in Minnesota 

Play the award-winning courses of Explore Minnesota Golf Alliance. Quality - Affordability * Value 

Visit w ww.exp loremi n nesotagolf.com. 


M innesota tias king been a la^tirile Amertiian 
golf wilh visitor^ ftocking to iri$ 

f>tate for Its great golf {jualit^, variety and 
vatje. rn the fatl of 2tHG. the world's best pla^iftfs 
will corwiene to Hazeltine ^atloital Golf Club in 
Chaska, Minn., for tne 20l6 R^idler Clip, golf's iriost- 
watcbed intematjonal event. Euptoref^tinrwsoiaColf. 
com nas Oie full Ducket list of rntist-play Minnesota 
courses at your disposal, including f ese gems: 

Madden's on Gull take vras '/oted bSrd In Cond^ 
Mast Traveler's reader-generated ranking of the 
Top too Hotels & Resorts in the World. Madtten's 
offers four courses, fine dining, a spa. and unlimited 
recreational amenities ai an upscale lakeside reswt. 
The Classic at Madeton where caddies are 
available and walking is encouraged, is challenging 
and merrorabte— a purist's dream. It measures over 
7! 00 yards from the tips and features 56 Ohio's 
Seal irVMte sand bunkers, water on 1 & holes anc 
greens stimping over f 1 . The Classic e ranked 
arrong Golf Digest's 100 Greatast PuWic Courses 

Giants Ridge is tfie only Minnesota golf resort 
with two courses normod to Goff Digest's ranking 
of Ameria's 100 Greatest Public Courses. The 
Guarry cLiirertlly the MO, 25 puMiC course In the 
U.S. and No. t in M nnesota. and The Legend is 
NtK 4 in MinriKOta, In terns Of guaiily antJ value, 
tiiere are destinaiions tf^t can oxnpare 
to Giants Ridgs. 

Breezy Point Resort, cn Pelican UkO. i$e 
complete resort offering tnrec premier ceursos, 
indeding Arnold PaftTier'o crown |ewol Of Mittnosote 
courses. Deacon's Lodge. Mr. Palmer had free 
range to design iWs Ikst-clasa course Ofi a pin? 
of :and that imasures SCk] acres and jncludes 
three takes, eKpanshre wetlands, steep Wur'fs and 
lusli forest. This setting, oombinaJ w;th he'idgnaas 
greens, teas ^d lah^ays, have lurned DeacoiL^ 
Lodge into a perennial a^vard ivinner. It's on 
everyone's MUST PlAf tisl! 


The glaciers left behind more than just 10,000 lakes.^' 


CarvtJ hj;' glaciers. Perfected bv man. Mirincsota’'s breathtaking sernerj' 
surround:^ tou Jt c^t'ry hole. Expcritaicc the game like ticver boibre or rhree ol 
iMinnes<;ita'& soenlc , and cKilk-nging courses. 



AlfNT^ESOTA- Home of the 2016 Ryder Cup RYUEKOJPj 

WIN TRIP FOR 4 to Z016 RYDER CUP 

mJL t 3 lam'llJrH; X^Cfcnal Lnjir Club | LTiaska MinneKMa H AZELTIN E 


wmv.exploriefliinnBolffDDiILciim 


Mnneirotia V Signature C(iur¥e 


Driiiitetll, MN |- miichfelli.eutn 


Simply Great Go^. 


Gi^s Ridge, 


DiYvabik, MN | gLinliridge.com 


Brtxvj Point Resifrt — 3 Premier Couneit 


DSACOUQ 

hOD&S 

Breezv PtiiiltT Mht | bfrczypCiinlre^Drt.com 



ADVERTlSEUeHt 


ON-AIR ACTION: A GUIDE TO GOLF ON TV 



You don't have to put your passion for golf on hold every time you leave the course. Just tune m to 
all the tournament coverage on television. This page lists golf telecasts that will help keep your 
head in the game. (All times listed are Eastern. ) 


APRIL 2015 
FEATURED EVENT 
MAjan CHAMPIONSHIP 
Tbe Mostera 

Augusta. G/v'Aprit9-12 
Site: AiigiftUi NcliuricJ Coll Club 
2014 ChEumpion; Bubba Watson 
Prize money: $9 milllcri 

TV Coverage: 

Aortl9:3’7:30r3m (EW 
Ajjn110;3-7:30pmfSPNl 
Apriin;3-7pffl(CB£^ 
Apnll2;2-7prti(CBS:) 

PGA TOUR 
Shell Housiori Open 

HumMe.TX'April 2-5 
Site- Gall Cii^bl Moii&icfn 
2014 Champion; Matt Jones 
Prize money: $6.& Fnillwr 

TV Coverage 

Apfit 2: 3-6 pm (Golf Ctianr^eD 
April 3: 3-6 pm (Goit Qianrret} 

April 4: 1-3 pm (Golf CiiannelJi 
3-e pin iNBCl 

April 5; 1-3 pm (Goit Channel}; 

3-6 pm {^f 

LPGA TOUR 
AhIA Ijispiration 
Rancbo Mirage. CAWpril 2' 5 
Sile- Missron Hills Counlry Ch* 
ipinaTi Sf’ore Toumaftieni (iioufs#) 
2014 Champion: Lesi Tbompscn 
Prize money: $2.5inillwfi 

TV Coverage 

April 2 l 12 3 pm; 6-0 pm {G&lf CbarinEll 
Afxil 3: 12' 3 pm, 6-9 pm fGcif Cbannelj 
Ap il 4: 5-9 pm (Golf Clmine| 

April 5: 5-9 pm (Golf Channel} 

PGA TOUR 
RBG Heritage 

Hilton Head, sc/April 16-19 
$iie: Hartwur Towi Goit unks 
2014 Champion: Matt Kuchar 
Prize money: $5.9 milikm 

TV Coverage 

April 16: 3-6 (Golf Channel) 

April 17:3'6(GoltChsinfiel) 

April IS: 3-6 (CBS} 

April 19: 3-6 (CBS} 






BTuetootf)*^fte5dphones 
EngirteeKed with pcwerryt wireless sdund 
and up to IS hoors of rechargeable battery iife, 




ADVERTlSEUeHt 


ON-AIR ACTION: A GUIDE TO GOLF ON TV 



You don't have to put your passion for golf on hold every time you leave the course. Just tune m to 
all the tournament coverage on television. This page lists golf telecasts that will help keep your 
head in the game. (All times listed are Eastern. ) 


APRIL 2015 
FEATURED EVENT 
MAJOR CHAMPIONSHIP 
Hie Masters 

AugLsIa, GA/’Ajjrit 9-12 
Site: Augusla Natihinal Goir Club 
2014 Cbampioft; Bubtia Wai^i 
Prize money: $0 million 

TV Coverage: 

April 9: 3-7:30 pm (ESPtJ) 

April l0j3-7:30 pm (fSPN} 

April 11; 3-7 pm (CBS) 
ApriM2;2-7pfflfC0S) 

CHAMPIONS TOUR 

Greater Gwwinnett Ohampipnship 

Culuth.&VApril 17-19 
Site: TFC Sugartoal 

2014 CtiampipmUigLie^ Angel Jimene? 
Prize rx)ney Sl.Bmillicn 

TV Coverage 

April tS: 7-11 prn iGolf Channel) 

April 16: 7-11 pm ffinll ChannRl) 

April 17: 7-1 1 pm (Qoll Channel) 

April IS: 7- 1 1 pffl iGoll Channel) 

LP&ATOUR 

LPGA LOTTE Cliampmnsrii]] 

Kapolei, Oahu, Hl/April 15-18 
Site: Kia Olina Saif Cleb 
2014 Champion. MiChBlleV7ie 
Prize money $1 .fl irollicfi 

TV Coverage 

April IS: 7-11 pm rOolf Channel) 

April 16: 7-1 1 pm (Gol! Channel) 

April 17: 7-11 pm iGolt Channel) 

April IS: 7-11 pm iGoK Channel) 

PGA TOUR 

Zurich Classic at New Orleans 

Raricbo Mirage, C^'April 2-5 
Avondale. LA' Aprs 23-26 
Site: TPC Louieiena 
2014 Champion Seung-Vlil Noh 
Prize money S6.9 milikifl 

TV Coverage 

April 23: 3-5 (W Channel) 

April 24: 3-5- (Golf Channel) 

April 25: 3-E (CBS) 

April ?fi: 3-B iCSS) 





Daily Fantasy Sports for Cash 


$1 MILLION TOP PRIZE 

Draft Your Team by April 9th for Golfs Biggest Major! 


DraftKing3 Welcomes Golf Digest Readers 





* Play Dally Fantasy Gotf for a 
shot at the J1 Million top prize 

on APRIL 9th 

* Win REAL money - get paid as 
soon as contests end 

* Draft a team for every golf 
event and win millions all 
season long 


$1 Mjlfion Winner 
Peter Jennings 



REE ENTRY 

Into a Fantasy Golf Contest With Vour First Deposit 

www.draftklngs.com/golfdlgest 


DraftKings ^ US based corn par y 







ADVERTlSEUeHt 


ON-AIR ACTION: A GUIDE TO GOLF ON TV 



You don't have to put your passion for golf on hold every time you leave the course. Just tune m to 
all the tournament coverage on television. This page lists golf telecasts that will help keep your 
head in the game. (All times listed are Eastern. ) 


APRIL 2015 
FCATUREE} EVENT 
MAJOR CHAMPIONSHIP 
The Masters 


Augusta, GA,-'Ap1l 0-12 


SitcLAugusla Nalionaf Golf Dub 
2014 Ghainpiciii: Bubba Watson 
Prize money: $9 millkw 


TV Coverage: 

April 9: 3-7-30 pm (ESPN) 
April 10: 3-7-30 pm (ESPWi 
ApftM I; 3-7 fm (CBS) 
April!?: 3 7 pi?i iCeS) 


CHAMPIONS TOUR 
83SS Pro Shops Legends of 
Gotl al Big Cedar LrKige 

Ri(}gK)ale.MO/A^)^i^ 24-26 

Sile- Sg Cedar Lodge 2014 Chanrpion: Fred 

Fiink/uleN Sluman 

Prize money: $2.0 mdllinri 

TV Coverage 

Apll 24: 1 0:30 am- 12:30 pia (Golf Channel) 
Afwil 25: 9-1 1 pan (Golf Channel , TD) 

A^it 26; 9-11 pm (GottCharmeL D) 

PCATOUR 

World Golf Cfiampicnsfilps- 
Cadillao Match Play 

San Francisco. CA/April 29’M3(y 3 
sue "PC larding Park 
2014 Cftampion: Jason 
Prize money: $9.25 million 

TV Coverage 

April 29: 12-6 (GoW Channefj 
Apnl 30: 2-6 (Golf Claiiner) 

Mayl Z-6 (dill Oianngl 

May 2 12-2 {Golf Ctennef); 2-6 pm (NBQ 

Wav 3- 9 am-l pm (Goll CJiannel); 2-B pni (NBC) 

WEB.COM TOUR 

United Leasing Champiorrship Presented by PTI 

San Francisco. CVApril 29-May 3 
ffewDurgrt. IN/Aprtl 30-May 3 
SiSe: VctDfia National Colt Club 
2014 Champtoni Gneg Owen 
Prize mnney: $603,000 

TV Coverage 

April 30; 6:30-9 pm (Gtif Channel, TO) 

May 1 6:30-3:30 pm (Golf Channe. TD} 

May 2. 7-9 pm (Golf Channel, TD) 

May 3. 7-9 pm (Golf Channel, TOO 





Harding P^rk, hiMrw Of the 
World Golf Champwnships- 
CadiMac filatch Play. 







The Cjolf Life Book Excerpt 


How I Met 

the Ultimate Hustler 

Some of the tales 
about Titanic Thompson 
are even true 

BY DAN JENKINS 


f even half the stories 
about Titanic Thomp- 
son were true, he 
couldn’t have lived to be 82 years 
old. Earlier in his life some gen- 
tleman in a pinstriped suit look- 
ing like Michael Corleone would 
have bumped him off. Big shots 
don’t like to get robbed. 

I once met Titanic. That’s the 
big news in this effort. 

I’d heard most of the stories 
growing up, and every article 
I’ve ever read about Titanic was 
written by someone who never 
knew him personally. But I’m 
not faulting them for it. A lot of 
people who never knew Napo- 
leon have written about him. 

Those who have rhapsodized 
about Titanic in print were un- 
derstandably intrigued with the 
legend and all of the outlandish 
gambling stories attached to him, 
many of them helped along by 
the man himself, along with the 
stunts and tricks he performed, 
or supposedly did, to fleece the 
unwitting in a more naive era. 

The tales about him were 
hard to resist. He was indeed 
an accomplished professional 
gambler as well as a hustler, and 
those are two different things. 
There is solid testimony from 
people who did know him that 
he was an excellent golfer, card 
player, pool shark and skeet 
shooter. The rest is up for grabs. 


Excerpted with permission 
from Unplayable Lies (The Only 
Golf Book You’ll Ever Need), 
a collection of 40 essays, 

© by Dan Jenkins, published by 
Doubleday, a division of Random 
House, 272 pages, $25.95. 


I was 14 when I first heard 
about Titanic. So did every kid 
in Texas who spent any time 
around golf courses. The club 
pros usually told the stories and 
pretended to know him, and 
some did know him, and they 
were prone to embellish the sto- 
ries if that was needed to hold 
your interest. 


I believed he could throw an 
orange or a lemon over a five- 
story building— I assumed he 
had an arm like Dizzy Dean. 
Of course, I later learned the 
orange or lemon was weighted 
down with lead. I never be- 
lieved he could throw a brass 
key into a door lock from across 
a hotel room. That defied log- 
ic. But I did believe he could 
throw a bunch of quarters into 
a snuff can from 30 feet away 
without missing. At a young 
age I was willing to believe, if 
not hopeful, that he had dated 
movie stars. 

There was a lot of romance in 
the stories about Alvin C. Thom- 
as, which was his real name. Al- 
vin Clarence Thomas of Rogers, 
Ark., by way of his birthplace, a 
small town in Missouri. 

But I never believed he could 
knock a bird off a telephone wire 


by hitting a golf ball at it with a 
4-wood. I wasn’t that gullible. 

Then I found out how he 
did it if a wager was involved. Ti 
would drop a ball on the ground 
and take out his 4-wood, waggle 
it and pretend to aim at the bird 
on the wire. When some sucker 
would bet him he couldn’t do it, 
Ti would pull out a gun he carried 
and shoot the bird off the wire. 

Years later I realized Ti could 
do some of the things I’d heard 
about because I saw others do it. 
Bob Rosburg, for example, could 
sail 52 cards out of a deck, one by 
one, into a hat from a good dis- 
tance away in a locker room. 

And this day and time almost 
any college golfer can bounce a 
golf ball on the face of a sand 
wedge 50 times or more without 
missing. These days it’s what a 
college golfer practices in the 
dorm instead of studying. 
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SIX GOLF COURSE DESIGNS BY 

Nicklaus, Fazio, Jones, Cupp and Engh 

THE KINGDOM AT REYNOLDS PLANTATION 
REYNOLDS GOLF ACADEMY 
THE RITZ-CARLTON LODGE 


12 BEST PRIVATE GOLF COMMUNITIES 

- Forbes Magazine 


Reynolds Plantation features six 
spectacular golf courses crafted by 
Nicklaus, Fazio, Jones, Cupp and 
Engh. Add The Kingdom at Reynolds 
Plantation - a favorite stop for PGA 
Tour Professionals - and personalized 
instruction by one of Golf Digest's 
“50 Best Teachers," Charlie King at 
Reynolds Golf Academy and you have 
a unique all-encompassing golf 
experience directly in your backyard. 
Then enjoy a beautiful sunset at the 
lakeside pool bar and dinner with 
friends at one of five clubhouses or 
the neighborhood Ritz-Carlton Lodge 
on Lake Oconee. 


□ I'm interested in learning more about the unique 
lifestyle at Reynolds Plantation and receiving 
information on homes, homesites and membership. 

□ I'd like to learn about visiting Reynolds Plantation 
to preview real estate. 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


STATE ZIP 


HOME PHONE WORK OR CELL PHONE 


E-MAILADDRESS 



866 - 669-5141 

ReynoldsPlantation.com/golfdigest 



Located between Atlanta and Augusta. GA and situated along Lake Oconee with its 374 miles of shoreline, Reynolds Plantation features approximately 
40 member-led social clubs. 21 miles of walking and biking trails. 9 restaurants. 6 golf courses. 5 clubhouses, 4 marinas and The Ritz-Carlton Lodge. 
But to our residents and club members, it’s the countless moments shared with family and friends that make this property so special. 

A 





The Infinity Pool at Lake Club 



Halfway Between Atlanta and Augusta 


866 - 669-5141 

See the Full Story Unfold by Visiting: 

ReynoldsPlantation.com/golfdigest 


Access and rights to recreational amenities may be subject to fees, membership dues, or other limitations. 


NO POSTAGE 
NECESSAflY 
IF MAILED 
IN THE 

UNITED STATES 


BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 

F IRST-CLASS MAI L PEFiMIT NO. 4 1 GREENSBORO G A 
POSTAGE WILL BE PAID 0V ADWESSEE 


REYNOLDS PLANTATION 
100 LINGER LONGER RD 
GREENSBORO GA 30642-9841 


Real estate and other amenities are owned by Oconee Land Develop- 
ment Company LLC and/or other subsidiaries and affiliates of 
MetLife, Inc. Icnllectively. "OLDC") and by unrelated third parties. 
Reynolds Plantation Properties, LLC r'RPP") is the exclusive listing 
agent for OLDC-nwned properties in Reynolds Plantation. 
RPP also represents buyers and sellers of properties in Reynolds 
Plantation which OLDC does not own ("Resale Properties"]. OLDC 
is not involved in the marketing or sale of Resale Properties. This is 
not intended to be an offer to sell nor a solicitation of offers 
to buy DLDC-owned real estate in Reynolds Plantation by residents 
of HI, ID, NT, OR, or any other jurisdiction where prohibited bylaw. No 
offering of DLDC-owned properties can be made to residents 
of New York until an offering plan is filed with the Department 
of Law of the State of New York. As to such states, any offer to 
sell or solicitation of offers to buy applies only to Resale Properties. 
Access and rights to recreational amenities may be subject 
to fees, membership dues, or other limitations. Information 
provided is believed accurate as of the date printed but may he 
subject to change from time to time. The Ritz-Carlton Lodge 
is a private commercial enterprise and use of the facilities 
is subject to the applicable fees and policies of the operator. 


For OLDC properties, obtain the Property Report 
required by Federal law and read it before sign- 
ing anything. No Federal agency has judged the 
meritsorvalue,ifany,ofthisproperty.Voidwhere 
prohibited by law. WARNING: THE CALIFORNIA 
DEPARTMENT OF REAL ESTATE HAS NOT IN- 
SPECTED, EXAMINED, OR DISQUALIFIED THIS 


OFFERING. An offering statement has been 
filed with the Iowa Real Estate Commission 
and a copy of such statement is available from 
OLDC upon request. OLDC properties have 
been registered with the Massachusetts Board 
of Registration of Real Estate Brokers and 
Salesmen at 1000 Washington Street, Suite 
710, Boston, Massachusetts 02118-6100 and 
the Bureau of Consumer Financial 
1— r Protection at 1700 G Street NW, 
Washington, D.C. 20552. 


ilM*ii* 




A 50-year 

Augusta National 
member 



ALL HE WANTED 

WAS A MILLION DOLLARS 

O y first long-distance call 
from Titanic Thompson 
came in March 1970. He 
was then living in Grapevine, 
Texas, which is near Fort Worth 
and Dallas. I was living in Man- 
hattan and writing for Sports 
Illustrated. The call came to my 
office in the Time-Life Building. 

I let Titanic know how de- 
lighted I was to be speaking 
with a legend, after which he 
told me how rich we were going 
to be when I wrote his story for a 
movie or a book. All he wanted 
was a million dollars up front. 
Just a million. 

As the saying goes, I might 
not be smart, but I’m not stu- 
pid. I was aware that I couldn’t 
possibly be the first person Ti- 
tanic— “Call me Ti”— had ever 
approached with the project. I 
must have been far down the 
list, or he would have sold it by 
this particular time in history. 

I was also busy. Not only with 
my magazine assignments, but 
I was working on a novel, which 
happened to be Semi-Tough. 
Still, I didn’t want to blow him 
off altogether. I told him I would 
ask around, talk to my agent, try 
to see if his story could “gain any 
traction in the marketplace,” to 
use agent- speak, and we would 
chat again another day. 

Which we did. A week later. 
When he called to try to stoke my 
interest by rolling his credits as 
a folklore character. I heard how 
he had set up the poker game at 
which Arnold Rothstein, a crime 
boss, was murdered in New York 
City. How he won a bundle off 
Howard Hughes at Lakeside Golf 
Club. How he took on other Hol- 
lywood folks on the golf course 
and “picked ’em like chickens.” 
How he had skinned that “big 
fraud,” John Montague, at Lake- 
side. How he’d dated all those 
Myrna Loys in Hollywood. 

I told Titanic I would be in 
Fort Worth in May for the Co- 
lonial tournament. Maybe we 
< could get together. I wanted to 
3 meet the notorious figure in the 
< flesh. He was 77 then, dividing 
S his time between Tenison Park 


in Dallas and Meadowbrook 
in Fort Worth, two public golf 
courses where gentlemen of 
sporting blood gathered. He still 
fancied wagers. 

The Titanic Thompson I 
found at Meadowbrook was thin, 
white-haired and roughly six 
feet tall. First, I broke the news 
that I couldn’t find any interest 
in a book or a movie. The book 
people had never heard of him, 
which didn’t surprise me. The 
movie people said “Guys and 
Dolls” had covered the subject 
of gambling, and a golf movie 
didn’t yell money at them. 

I did tell him that SI would be 
interested in an article. He could 
collaborate with a writer on our 
staff, and the magazine would 
pay him a fee of some sort. 

He said he would give it some 
thought. 

The thing I wanted to hear 
about the most was his side 
of the legend-filled match he 
played against a young Byron 
Nelson in Fort Worth, but I led 
up to it with questions about 
other things. 

I said, “You mentioned John 
Montague on the phone. You 
said ‘Golf’s Mystery Man’ was a 
fraud?” 

Ti said, “The biggest mystery 
to me was how he ever got fa- 
mous. He could hit a long drive, 
but he couldn’t break par for his 
own money. Heck, if you gave me 
two strokes a hole, I could beat 
you with a baseball bat and a rake 
and putting with my shoe. He got 
all he wanted of me in one day at 
Lal<eside. But the middle 70s was 
all he needed to shoot to beat 
those Hollywood people with 
low handicaps they couldn’t play 
to. Except for Howard Hughes. 
Howard was a good golfer. He 
worked hard at the game. He 
took lessons. Howard wanted to 
win the National Amateur more 
than he wanted to make movies. 
But he was never that good.” 

I said, “Your reputation came 
in handy, didn’t it?” 

“It did when my name got 
around,” he said. “I come to find 
out there were a lot of people 
who wanted to lose money to 
Titanic Thompson. It gave ’em a 


story to tell their friends. I took 
advantage of that.” 

“Golf was the game you were 
best at?” 

He said, “I was good at cards, 
too. I never cheated at cards. I 
played straight up. I could read 
cards, and I could read people. I 
mostly played poker, but I could 
play any old card game.” 

I wanted to hear about 
his name. I’d read that he ad- 
opted “Thompson” when he 
saw his name misprinted in a 
newspaper. 

“Titanic Thompson does 
have a better ring to it than Ti- 
tanic Thomas,” I said. 

He nodded. 

As lore had it, he got the 
name Titanic as a young man 
before World War I in a pool hall 
in Joplin, Mo. But I said I found 
it hard to buy that he got it by 
jumping over a pool table, or div- 
ing over a pool table, or whatever 
else he’d let people believe. 

He said, “I did get the name 
in a pool game in Joplin, before 
the war. Snow Clark gave it to 
me. We were in a big game of 
pocket pool. Snow and me were 
partners against two other fellers. 
The stal<es got pretty high. Snow 
saw me miss a couple of shots I 
should have made, and he knew 
it takes as much skill to miss a 
shot intentionally as it does to 
make it. He thought I’d put him 
in the can— that I’d bet on the 
other side. That’s when he said, 
‘Boy, you’re sinldn’ me like the Ti- 
tanic.’ I started laughing. I knew 
he’d given me a great name.” 

“I’ll tal<e that version,” I said. 

DIFFERING MEMORIES 
OF THE MATCH AGAINST 
BYRON NELSON 

O n years past I’d talked to 
Ben Hogan and Byron 
Nelson about Titanic. 
Each said he possessed a fine 
golf swing and was a hell of a 
player. Hogan also said, “Only a 
fool would play him in a game he 
suggested.” 

The match between Titanic 
and Byron wasn’t covered by 
the press and was never writ- 
ten about, but it became a part 
of Eort Worth golf history. They 


played an 18-hole match for 
$1,000— winner take all-in 1931 
at Ridglea on the west side of 
town. Ridglea was a public course 
then, but since 1954 it has been a 
country club of prominence. 

One thousand was big mon- 
ey in those days. It would be the 
equivalent of $14,000 today in 
terms of buying power. 

Ti was in town, and all of the 
public courses were gambling 
haunts back then. He dropped 
by Ridglea and let it be known 
that he wanted to play “the best 
man in town.” Word reached a 
member at Glen Garden Country 
Club, where Byron was a junior 
member. This was a year before 
he turned pro. Byron was the best 
amateur around the area then. 

The member at Glen Gar- 
den liked games of chance and 
rounded up two other investors 
to back Nelson in the match. 

Byron’s memory of the event: 

“I never gambled at golf in my 
life, and I didn’t want to be a part 
of it. I don’t really remember who 
the backers were. A Mr. Brown 
was involved, but that’s the only 
name I recall. Mr. Brown said not 
to worry about the money. All I 
had to do was play my best golf— 
they were taking the risk. 

“Well, of course, I enjoyed 
competition. I wanted to play 
my best. About a dozen people 
followed us. I was nervous and 
bogeyed two holes and fell be- 
hind, but I played well on the 
back nine. We both shot 70, 
which was one under par, I be- 
lieve. The match was a tie. We 
broke even.” 

I shared Byron’s memory 
of the match with Titanic at 
Meadowbrook. 

Ti said, “Byron Nelson said 
we tied? Well, all I know is, I shot 
a 70 and Byron shot a 71. Ask Mr. 
Brown if we broke even.” 

Before our meeting ended. 
Titanic said, “I can still play a 
little. I’ll tell you what. You let 
me tee it up everywhere, even in 
the bunkers and the rough, and 
I’ll bet you two hundred I can 
shoot my age. I’ll shoot a 77.” 

I could only smile. 

“I’ll bet you can, too, Ti,” 
I said. ^ 
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SHALLOW 
THE SWING 


ADD LOFT 
TO THE FACE 

Increasing the 
loft of the clubface 
at impact will 
definitely increase 
the height of the 
shot. But how you 
do that could affect 
your shot shape, 
so adjustments 
are necessary. Try 
these two ways 
to add loft: 


If the clubhead 
approaches the ball 
on an angle that's 
closer to horizontal 
with the ground 
than vertical- 
think of a jumbo 
jet landing on a 
runway— it’s going 
to produce a higher 
launch angle. Here 
are two things you 
can do to shallow 
your approach: 


V Play the 
ball farther 




I From 
there, resist the 
urge to square the 
face at impact. 

Note: An open 
face will promote 
a left-to-right shot 
for right-handed 
golfers, so you 
might want to 
adjust your aim 
or swing path 
accordingly. It’s 
easier to add height 
to a fade than to 
a draw, so I like to 
open the face and 
swing on a path 
left of my target 


, n ‘Picture your 
' _ " hands above 
the ball’s position, 
not pushed foj^ard 
at impact 


fit cariH 
I hel p to set the 
clubshaft in a 
vertical position at 
address— straight 
up and down. Good 
players often lean 
the shaft toward the 
target to compress 
iron shots. They 
can still hit it high 
because they’ve got 
a lot of clubhead 
speed, but most 
amateurs need to 
hit with the shaft 
more neutral to 
achieve a higher 
trajectory. 


forward in your 


stance {right). 


At the same time, 
make sure you’re 
supporting your 
body weight a 
little more with 
your back foot. I 
wouldn’t go too far 
forward with the 
ball. If you normally 
play your 6-iron a 
couple of inches 
forward of center, 
move it up another 
inch. That will 
naturally increase 
the dynamic loft of 
the club at impact. 



You still want to 
take a thin sliver of 
a divot in front of 
the ball to ensure 
that you hit the shot 
solidly, but don’t try 
to chop down on it 
or scoop it into the 
air. A good swing 
thought is to keep 
the clubhead low 
through the impact 
zone. This will 
reduce your angle 
of approach. 
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pi wouldn’t advise 
you to swing 
wildly fast, but you 
need to make an 
aggressive move 
through impact to 
increase backspin, 
which makes the 
ball fly higher. 
Make these two 
adjustments to 
boost your speed: 


I Keep your 
- body turning 
through the shot 


V Swing your 


H V hands high 
to the finish (right) 


-The club moves 
fastest when it’s 
propelled by your | 
arms and body 
rotating together. 
You can’t create 
power for a higher 
flight if you’re all 
arms. Even worse, 
if your body stops 
turning through, 
your arms will whip 
past you and flip 
the clubface shut. 
That’s a low hook. 


Slinging the club 
up and over your 
lead shoulder not 
only creates speed 
through the shot, it 
promotes a higher 
launch. Don’t rush 
to make this high- 
hands finish. If 
you set up as I’ve 
described— a little 
more on your back 
foot, with the ball 
forward— you’re 
pre-setting a high 
finish. Then Just 
make a level strike 
with plenty of 
speed, and you’ll 
launch it into the 
sky and parachute 
it onto the green. 

^ 7 , 
is a three-time 
PGA Tour winner 
and has two top- 
three finishes in 
four Masters starts 
(2011 and ’13). 


CREATE MORE 
CLUB SPEED 
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FROM THE TIME TIGER WOODS STARTED 
showing serious short-game issues at the 
Hero World Challenge late last year, there’s 
been a lot of talk about what the problem 
might be. V He’s making a swing change. 
He’s rusty after taking time off to recover 
from back surgery. He’s stuck between an 
old short-game release pattern and a new 
one. > Everybody from Brandel Chamblee 
to Rocco Mediate to Paul Azinger to just 
about every teaching pro on Twitter and 
Facebook has a thought about what he 
should do to solve the problem. Tiger 
has said it’s just a question of getting in 
more reps. Chamblee and Mediate say 
he’s getting too technical and needs to 
work with somebody “old school,” who 
will get him away from that. Azinger says 
it’s so simple he could fix it in 10 minutes. 
► Let’s be serious. Tiger Woods has the yips. 
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It doesn’t have anything to 
do with Tiger’s new swing con- 
sultant, Chris Como, and what 
they’re working on in his full 
swing. It isn’t because the fixes 
in his long game are leaking 
into his chipping. It isn’t a me- 
chanical flaw. It isn’t pressure. 

It’s the yips. 

Everybody is looking for 
the mechanical flaw that will 
let him somehow flip a switch 
and start hitting good shots 
again. They’re saying it’s just a 
matter of time before he’s back 
to the old Tiger Woods. 

It’s not that simple. 

Think about it. Chris Como 
is a smart guy. Tiger is a smart 
guy. They’ve seen a lot of 
things, and they’re around 
plenty of other people who 
have a lot of experience and 
have seen a lot of things. 

Don’t you think by now 
somebody would have found 
the mechanical flaw that has 
apparently turned Tiger from 
one of the best short-game play- 
ers of all time into a guy who’s 
missing the green on basic pitch 
shots? Or is it more likely that 
they’ve told him those me- 
chanical things, and he’s aware 
of them— and the shots we’ve 
seen are still happening? 

It can’t be anything but the 
yips. The reality is that Tiger is 


having trouble advancing the 
ball on short shots out of per- 
fect inch-and-a-half ryegrass 
rough where he could hit three 
or four inches behind the ball 
and have a decent result. In 
other words, where technique 
doesn’t matter that much. 

Yes, he’s doing something 
wrong mechanically. But he 
doesn’t have control of what’s 
happening with the clubhead 
down through the ball. He 
knows what he wants to do, but 
there are times he can’t do it. 

If you’ve had the yips— and 
I have, for more than 20 years— 
you know what you’re seeing 
when you watch Tiger hit those 
short shots. It’s a mixture of 
hurry-and-get-this-shot-over- 
with panic and disbelief. 

Hearing guys who’ve never 
had the yips write them off 
as the result of bad technique 
or say they’re easy to fix re- 
ally makes me laugh. Ask Golf 
Digest 50 Best Teacher Randy 
Smith if it’s that simple. He has 
had the chipping yips for more 
than 30 years. What has he been 
doing wrong all that time? Seve 
Ballesteros had more control 
over the clubface around the 


green than any person maybe 
ever. In his last full season on 
the European Tour, he was No. 1 
in putting but made only three 
cuts. He had the driver yips, and 
he couldn’t find the golf course 
off the tee. Johnny Miller was 
one of the greatest ball-strikers 
ever, until you put a putter in his 
hands and asked him to make a 
five-footer. Do you think there 
was something he didn’t try? 

The yips get grouped into a 
category with nervousness and 
choking, but they’re a combi- 
nation of neurological “fault” 
mixed with a secondary anxiety 
element. The top scientists 
I’ve consulted say the message 
between your brain and your 
muscles gets scrambled, and 
the muscles start running the 
wrong program, like when the 
needle on a turntable goes over 
a scratch on a record. 

Over time, that scratch gets 
deeper and deeper— and the 
volume goes up when pressure 
is introduced. We’ve tested 
hundreds of people with the 
putting yips on a training sys- 
tem called the SAM PuttLab 
and found that many players 
have a very low level of yips 
they don’t even feel when 
they’re putting on a practice 
green. But when they get on the 
course and play for real, that 


scratch really starts to reveal 
itself. And the anxiety grows 
and grows as the player keeps 
hitting bad shots. 

Tiger’s short-game numbers 
during the past five years show 
some of those cracks. In 2012, 
he was fourth on tour in scram- 
bling. In 2013, he was 46th. Last 
year, he would have been out- 
side the top 150 if he’d played 
enough rounds to qualify. 

His technique was the same 
all that time, so what changed? 

To be honest, I could see 
some of it in his pitching as 
early as 2008, when he chunked 
one at Torrey Pines during the „ 
U.S. Open. In four or five years g 
of practicing at Isleworth, I had « 

never seen him hit that kind “ 

Z 

of obviously yippy shot. But in m 

2009, he probably did it another 2 
eight or nine times, which isn’t | 
a lot but is way more than zero. ^ 
Then, during his first match at g 
the 2010 Ryder Cup in Wales, he I 

chunked one from a tough lie ^ 
on the 18th hole and left one in „ 

a bunker on another hole. S 

I tried to keep it light and ^ 
ask him what was up with those ^ 

shots, but he wouldn’t even < 

address it. That’s not any kind ^ 

O 

O 

Z 

z 

O 
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of knock on him. It’s what tour 
players do. You pretend it didn’t 
happen, or you blame it on the 
club. It’s a form of protection 
for your self-confidence. 

The issues at the Hero World 
Challenge late last year were 
so obvious and public that 
he couldn’t just ignore them. 
When I was coaching him, I felt 
like my main short-game re- 
sponsibilities were to watch and 
validate that everything looked 
just like it did when he was 
chipping well. That’s probably 
what he did this time, too, with 
Chris Como. Before the Waste 
Management Phoenix Open, 
Tiger said he hit “thousands 
and thousands” of chips to get 
his reps in on this new, flatter 
release he says he’s working on, 
and that it was working better. 

OK, but in the practice area 
back home, you can hit a few 
chips that don’t feel so good 
and then get into a kind of 
rhythm by hitting a lot of shots. 
You can come to the end of that 
practice session and tell your- 
self that you’re working your 
way out of it. 

But when you go back to the 
course to play, the stakes are so 
different— and so are the sur- 
roundings. You’re Tiger Woods. 
You’re the most famous athlete 
on the planet, and you’re com- 


► IN HIS FIRST TWO EVENTS 
BACK, WOODS MIS-HIT 
19 SHORT-GAME SHOTS. 

THIS ONE WAS THE SECOND 
OF BACK-TO-BACK CHUNKS 
AT THE HERO WORLD 
CHALLENGE IN DECEMBER. 

ing off a week when you really 
struggled with those chips. 

So now everybody is watch- 
ing to see what will happen 
the first time you have one of 
those little shots. The gallery is 
holding its breath. The photog- 
raphers are all ready to take a 
picture from inside the ropes, 
right next to you. The television 
commentators are ready to give 
their armchair analyses. 

If you’re Tiger, honestly, 
how could you not be thinking 
about it at that point? 

A shot that used to be sec- 
ond nature is one he’s grind- 
ing over. And he’s not in that 
rhythm of hitting practice shot 
after practice shot in shorts, in 
his back yard. In a tournament 
round, you might go 30 or 45 
minutes between chips, and 
when it comes time to hit one, 
you get one chance. 

In the middle of all that, you 
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hit one bad, then another. A 
very real kind of panic sets in— 
especially if you’re as talented 
as Tiger is— because you’ve lit- 
erally lost control of your body. 

You saw the result. 

It’s a small sample size, but 
to this point, it has looked like a 
total collapse of a skill he used 
to be great at. It’s something 
nobody can remember seeing 
any top-level tour player experi- 
ence, at least in chipping. 

Does that sound like some- 
thing that can be fixed in a 
few minutes, with a different 
stance, or with a change in 
the wrists on the backswing? 

It’s like waking up in the morn- 
ing and discovering that you 
forgot how to do basic math. 
The quick-fix crowd thinks 
the answer is to go back and 
do elementary school again. 

My first thought would be that 
there’s something really wrong 
in my head, and I need to go 
get checked out. 

Sure, there are some things 
Tiger can do differently in his 
chipping to try to reduce the 
yip. The position he gets into 
on his backswing, with his 
right wrist turned under and 
bent back, is common to a lot 
of yippers. I’d start by getting 
him to try to keep his right wrist 
flat, which would keep the club 
in front of him more and the 
clubface square, preventing the 
leading edge from digging. 

He also can try to hit differ- 
ent shots to play around the is- 
sue. That doesn’t mean playing 
the same shot with a different 
club, like he did a few times in 


Scottsdale. A yipped chip with 
a sand wedge is a catastrophe. 
With a 4-iron, it’s still bad, but 
you can advance it. To change 
the shot, he might need to make 
a dramatically different swing, 
or intentionally play some 
higher shots with more speed. 

But none of that addresses 
the underlying issue. Even if he 
makes a “perfect” stroke in the 
technical sense, the yip is still 
in there. That’s why going down 
the mechanical road won’t 
solve anything. 

To me, it’s as if you’re a 
world-class runner, and you’re 
getting ready to compete in a 
marathon. The night before the 
race, you fall and break your 
leg. Now, they could wheel you 
to the starting line and try to get 
you to stand up, and your coach 
could even give you pointers 
about how long your stride 
should be or how you should 
move your arms. But you aren’t 
going to be able to run with a 
broken leg, even though you 
might have all the running 
talent in the world. 

Tm a fan of Tiger’s, and 
I really want him to play well. 
It’s good for all of us if he does. 

But I’m also a realist. 

Tiger had a great short 
game. And he still does have 
a great short game— when he 
doesn’t yip it. He chipped one 
in at Torrey Pines in the middle 
of all this, but even if he has 
days like that— where it looks to 
be improving— it doesn’t mean 
the yips are gone. They might 
go into remission, but they’re 
still in there. 

It’s just a matter of time 
before they come out again. 

There’s no reason for Tiger 
to play more events until his 
back is healthy and he has a 
manageable plan to play around 
this short-game issue. Confi- 
dence is such a big part of the 
game. If he goes to Augusta and 
chips the way he has, he’s only 
going to produce more mental 
scar tissue. It’s just not worth 
the risk, —with Matthew Rudy 


: HANK HANEY tUUght 

Tiger Woods from March 2004 
to May 2010. In that span, 
Woods won 39 tournaments 
worldwide, including 
six major championships. 
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THE TOUR 
SECRET TO 
POWER: 

AMP UP 
YOUR 
UOWNSWING 
BY BRIAN 
MANZELLA 


R ickie Fowler isn’t some physical freak who 
can bench press 400 pounds and run a 
4.4 40. He’s 5-foot-9, 150 pounds. But he 
produces 117 miles per hour of clubhead 
speed with his driver and can carry the ball 
300 yards— and you don’t. Why is that? It 
isn’t some magic “it factor” that only great athletes 
are born with. Thanks to some advanced motion- 
capture technology and biomechanical research 
from a few very smart guys, we’re starting to get a 
much clearer picture of how elite players produce 
power, and what you can do to get some more of it. 
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I vividly remember going 
to the New Orleans PGA Tour 
event with my dad 40 years ago, 
and we’d watch Jack Nicklaus 
and Tom Watson hit balls on the 
range. My dad was a big guy and 
a great athlete, but he couldn’t 
produce anywhere near the 
same clubhead speed. “Those 
guys are doing something dif- 
ferent,” he’d say. 

They still are. 

To get that seemingly effort- 
less power, tour players aren’t 
just relying on centrifugal force 
to sling the club through impact 
on a single plane. They’re active- 


ly torquing— or twisting— the 
club in three specific ways during 
the downswing to help produce 
those high speeds. 

The concept comes from 
research by Dr. Steven Nesbit, 
a professor of mechanical en- 
gineering at Lafayette College 
and an expert in mechanism 
analysis and design. He decod- 
ed the pro swing and identihed 
the torques at work. 

Using the GEARS Golf sys- 
tem for tracking body and club 
movement— the same technol- 
ogy that produced the 3-D swing 
images in this story— we’re able 
to pinpoint the moves that cre- 
ate those torques and compare 
them from player to player. 

To produce peak repeatable 


speed in a swing, the player 
needs to use the three torques 
(or twisting motions) in the 
correct order and degree. In 
swing-geek shorthand, we call 
the torques Alpha, Beta and 
Gamma, but it might help you 
to think of them as “Out,” “Over” 
and “Around,” because that’s 
how each torque moves the club 
on the downswing. 

These twisting movements 
are what make a great swing take 
on its characteristic look. Alpha 
torque changes the relationship 
between the club and arms from 
an L shape at the top of the back- 


swing to more of an I shape near 
impact. Beta torque sets the club 
in the right position in relation 
to the body during the down- 
swing. Gamma torque helps 
square the clubface. In short, to 
get from the top to impact pow- 
erfully, the club has to move out, 
over and around— and the three 
torques make that happen. 

Relax— it isn’t as compli- 
cated as it might sound. The 
swing issues you have will dic- 
tate the torque (or torques) you 
need to improve. Start with the 
simple drill that corresponds to 
the appropriate torque for your 
issue, and you’ll be able to add 
speed to your swing and start 
consistently smashing the ball. 

— WITH MATTHEW RUDY 



MAINTAIN 

YOUR 

LEVERAGE 


T he first torque (Alpha) 
happens after you move 
the club down from the 
top of the backswing to where 
your left arm is parallel to the 
ground. It’s the unhinging of 
your wrists in line with the di- 
rection the clubhead is moving, 
in combination with the extend- 
ing of your right arm. If you’re a 
short hitter who struggles to 
produce good clubhead speed, 
this torque is where you want to 
start. Most players either add 
Alpha torque too early, throw- 
ing the clubhead away from the 
body, or delay the torque too 
long in a misguided effort to lag 
the clubhead behind the hands 
to store more power for the hit. 

DRILL To feel this torque, get 
in your stance with your right 
foot about six inches from a 
wall. From a top-of-the-back- 
swing position, make a slow 
downswing until the clubhead 
gets to the wall {right). The key 
to doing it correctly is shifting 
your lower body to the left while 
keeping your back turned to- 
ward the target enough so you 
still have leverage to push hard 
against the wall when the club 
reaches it. If you hang back 
on your right side or turn your 
upper body forward too soon- 
two common high-handicap- 
per mistakes— you won’t have 
the leverage to push very hard. 






f 

i 


PITCH THE 

CLUB 

FLATTER 


T he second torque (Beta) 
is the movement of the 
club into a flatter position 
as you get halfway through 
the downswing. If you tend to 
get too steep or over the top, 
here’s where you want to focus. 
In a good downswing, the low- 
er body shifts left and then the 
upper body turns and pushes 
into the left arm, which pitches 
the club into a slightly flat- 
ter, more horizontal position. 
From there, you can turn hard 
and use the right side of your 
body to produce extra speed. 
As your hands move closer 
to your body near impact, the 
club whips in line with your left 
arm— the bit of turbocharging 
at the bottom that tour play- 
ers use to get extra distance. 

DRILL Set up with a mirror be- 
hind you, on the target line, and 
make a chest-high backswing. 
Your right elbow should be 
higher than your left, the butt of 
the club pointing just inside the 
ball, and your weight shifted to 
the right (/eft, top). From there, 
flow into the beginning of a 
downswing by pushing off your 
right foot, hovering your hands 
in place. Feel the turning of your 
chest causing your right arm 
to work under your left arm, the 
shaft laying down and the butt 
of the club pointing outside 
the ball (/eft, bottom). 


'IF YOUR SWING 
GETS STEEP 
ON THE WAY DOWN, 
FOCUS HERE.' 


1 
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TWIST 
THE FACE 
SQUARE 

O f the three torques, the 

third (Gamma) is the sim- 
plest. It’s the twisting of 
the grip to open and close the 
clubface. If you hit a slice, you 
need to twist the club more 
coming down. Most players 
don’t know they’re supposed to 
do this— or, if they do, they’ve 
turned the club so far open on 
the backswing that they can’t get 
it back to square at impact. 

DRILL To get a visual cue that 
shows how this torque works, 
tape a drinking straw along the 
bottom groove on the clubface 
of a middle iron so half the straw 
sticks out past the toe. With a 
mirror behind you, on the tar- 
get line, swing down until you 
see the shaft covering your right 
forearm. At that point, the straw 
should be pointing straight 
up {right, top). Move back and 
forth from this position down to 
where impact would be, twist- 
ing the shaft so the straw points 
at 45 degrees when your hands 
get to thigh high {right, bottom) 
and straight away from you at 
impact. A club’s loft can make 
the face look more open than it 
is, but the straw shows whether 
you’ve squared it. 


Golf Digest 50 Best Teacher 
BRIAN MANZELLA is based at 
English Turn Golf & Country Club 
in New Orleans. 


'IF YOU TEND TO 
SLICE, YOU NEED TO 
TWISTTHECLUB 
MORE INTO impact; 
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■ he perfect cart girl has a soft smile, 
H but thick skin. All the ruthless 
H flirting and unwanted come- 
H ons— just how bad, and bawdy, 
does it really get? As a 24-year-old female 
on the Golf Digest editorial staff, I was 
the best person to find out. With the tacit 
cooperation of two courses in Arizona, I 
went undercover behind the wheel for three 
days. The names in this story have been 
changed, but the exchanges with patrons 
are verbatim, as recorded by the stealthy spy 
pen that rode shotgun in my front pocket. 


The general manager un- 
locks the beer closet. In a sin- 
gle weekend, this course will 
go through eight cases of Coors 
Light, eight cases of Bud Light, 
four cases of Miller Lite, three 
cases of Corona and two cases 
of Pabst Blue Ribbon. Then 
he introduces my overseer for 
the day. 

“Hi! I’m Sally.” 

Her curly brown hair bounc- 
es as she walks, as do the ruffled 
layers of her skirt. She’s tiny, has 
a cute smile, and looks about 30. 
She smirks, clearly loving the 
secret mission. 

“We planned on you riding 
in the passenger seat of the cart, 
but we’ve got these margarita 
machines, so there isn’t space 
for you,” the GM says. Sally flips 
a switch, and the green and sil- 
ver metal box violently vibrates 
and spews a greenish liquid 
from its spigot. “The guys love 
it,” she says. 

Just then a golfer walks by 
and asks, “Who’s the new girl?” 
Without missing a beat, the GM 
says, “Keely. She’s a trainee.” 

We hadn’t talked about how 
I’d introduce myself. Three min- 
utes into the mission, and I’ve 


almost blown my cover. I smile 
and shal<e the golfer’s hand. 
“You’re going to love it here,” 
he says. 

Sally gives a tour of the cart: 
Coolers on both sides filled 
with ice, beer, Gatorade, water 
and juices, with a snack section 
above. “It only gets tough when 
guys start asking for beers that 
are on different sides,” Sally 
says. “You end up running back 
and forth a lot.” 

As crowd-pleasing as it 
might be for me to ride on Sally’s 
lap, the GM hands me the keys 
to a regular cart. He flips up 
the top half of the windshield. 
“You’ll need this. You drive 
backward on the course.” 

“Once I got hit three times in 
one day,” Sally giggles. 

Our gas-powered carts sput- 
ter loudly as we take off. We 
come upon our hrst customers 
almost immediately. 

“Well, what do we have 
here?” These guys are regu- 
lars; they know I don’t belong. 
Sally jumps in, “Hi, boys! This is 
Keely. She’s a trainee.” 

“Keely, Tm John. Tm the nice 
one, and this is my gay friend 
Chris.” Unoriginal and bigoted. 


I toss them a half-hearted laugh 
and smile. 

“You graduate school?” 

“Yes, sir. Finished up last 
year.” 

“ What’d you study up there 
atASU?” 

Arizona State University— 
the second element of my new 
identity unfolds. I roll with it. 

“English.” 

“Well, good luck getting a job 
with that,” they laugh. Hilarious. 

“Can we get you guys some- 
thing to drink?” 

They order, and I help Sally 
round up the beers. We ask how 
their round is going. Before they 
drive away, one turns to me and 
says, “The new girl’s my favorite. 
I like you, new girl.” 

Sally parks under a tree and 
peers through the branches to 
a tee box 200 yards away. We 
wait, listening for the tee balls. 
“It’s so hard to tell when they 
wave,” Sally says. “It’s like, do 
you want me to come over, or 
no? It all comes down to a psy- 
chology game, figuring out what 
the golfer wants. Was that four? 

I think that was four. Let’s go!” 
She floors it. 

After two hours with Sally, 



I’ve learned a lot. Most critical 
is to know if a golfer wants your 
services. Occasionally they 
wave you by in disgust, as if 
you and your loud cart are the 
reason they’re not playing well. 
If a golfer does want a drink 
or snack, next is figuring out 
how to engage. The tone for the 
conversation is set within the 
first 30 seconds. Whatever they 
open with is the way they want 
the interaction to go. If the guy 
is going to be nice, he’ll be nice 
from the start; if he’s going to 
flirt, his first sentence will be a 
gunner. Though the cart girl can 
set the tone, too. If you immedi- 
ately divert unwanted attention. 
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1 wonder if 
the man has a 
mother.’ 


guys usually pick up on that and 
move on. If you allow naughti- 
ness, it continues. 

My mentor on day two, 

Tracy, promotes it. 

The hrst group we come 
across, I ask what Tve decided 
will be my staple opener: 
“How’re you playing?” 

“Oh, don’t worry about him,” 
Tracy says, “He’s really good at 
playing . . . with his balls.” The 
guys erupt. Regulars. This tone 
of discourse is clearly long es- 
tablished. However, I would like 
to change the subject. I notice 
the target of the joke is wearing a 
Troon North hat. 

“Troon, you ever play there?” 


“Yeah,” he says, then follows 
with a shockingly crude remark 
stamped with a wink. The guys 
laugh. Tracy hands them their 
morning beers, and I wonder if 
the man has a mother. (This was 
the only truly uncomfortable 
moment in my three days; the 
vast majority of guys are either 
just looking for a drink or are 
casually flirting.) 

After Tracy’s shift, I spend 
the afternoon at the snack 
shack with the head cart girl, 
Claire. I show her my recording 
device that looks like a plain 
pen, which she loves. As she gri- 

Please turn to page 170 


THE 7 GUYS 
YOU MEET AS 
A CART GIRL 


You encounter all 
types of characters 
operating a beverage 
cart, but these 
seven we can 
typically spot from 
two fairways over. 


THE GENUINE GUY He just wants a drink. 
He’ll ask how your day is going, but his eyes 
are on the beers. 

THE YOUNG GUY He’ll try to impress you 
when he tees off. That shot usually ends up 
in the trees. 

THE JOKESTER His intentions are pure— but 
his jokes aren’t. 

THE SILENT ONE Usually paired with 
the jokester. The only words he utters are 
“Coors Light” and “Thank you.” 


THE VACATIONER His morale is so high 
you feel like you’re on vacation, too. 


THE MEMBER Has a good relationship with 
all the cart girls. Easy to talk to and tips well. 

THE DRUNKEN FOOL Playing terribly, 
a little flirty, but surprisingly receptive when 
you cut him off and offer to call him a cab. 
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PUMA 

TITANTOUR NASA 
definitely knows howto 
regulate temperature 
in a piece of wearable 
gear. Puma put the tech- 
nology NASA uses in 
spacesuits in the insole 
of this shoe, so your feet 
won't overheat, sweat 
(or stink). PRICE $190. 


ECCO 

BIOM HYBRID 2 

Your arch contacts the 
ground the least, so 
Ecco made that part 
of the sole less dense, 
but the outer part firmer 
for better traction. 
PRICE $195. 


FOOTJOY 

HYPERFLEX Athletic 
golf shoes might be 
popular, but you shouldn't 
sacrifice stability for a 
light, sporty shoe. The 
remedy: Footjoy built a 
web-like grid on the light- 
weight mesh upper and 
added a thin traction-rich 
outsole. PRICE $160. 
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G/FORE 

GALLIVANTER 

Finding the right bal- 
ance between style after 
the round and not slip- 
ping during it isn't easy. 
G/Fore stays true to 
casual-shoe cool, but 
now the soles (with 
three levels of traction) 
are anything but. 

PRICE $ 225 . 




OAKLEY 

CIPHER 4 A benefit of 
Oakley's grit-like trac- 
tion elements is that 
they don't get in the way 
of how your feet move. 
The channels running 
through the base allow 
the sole to flex naturally. 
PRICE $ 150 . 




GA N NG TRACT ON 


GOLF'S NEW SHOES ARE CHANGING THE LOOK, FEEL AND FIT OF PERFORMANCE 

emember when golf shoes were like combat boots, and you wondered how many 
rounds it would take to break in a new pair? Had to be at least as far back as 2012. That 
year, the lightest entry in the Golf Digest Shoe Guide weighed more than 12 ounc- 
es. This year, the lightest shoe weighs 25 percent less than that, and the vibe has 
gotten demonstrably less uptight. Still, that weight shift isn’t without real athletic 
performance, neatly combining flexibility with stability. We call it “athletic.” Spike - 
less or not, “casual” no longer means noncompetitive, -marty hackel and keely levins 
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SKECHERS 
GO GOLF PRO The 

company's walking shoe 
heritage and midsole 
cushioning technology 
are a natural fit for golf. 
Input from Matt Kuchar 
led to a more stable 
leather upper and better 
traction on the bottom. 
PRICE $140. 


NEW BALANCE 
MINIMUS LX When a 
company that develops 
footwear for winning 
Ironman triathletes 
designs golf shoes, 
you know they’re going 
to be light. A trimmed 
outsole helps reduce 
even more weight. 
PRICE $110. 


TRUELINKSWEAR 
GAME CHANGER PRO 

You know that pressure- 
point feeling of your spikes 
underfoot? See that 
layer of rubber mesh set 
between the midsole and 
foot? Problem solved. 
PRICE $190. 


I 



TW’15 Tiger Woods 
asked Nike for a training- 
shoe-inspired style for 
golf. The result is this 
third-generation TW 
model with a one-piece 
woven upper strength- 
ened by synthetic fibers. 
PRICE $200. 


CALLAWAY 
DEL MAR SPORT 

How do you make a 
technical shoe and keep 
it looking casual? Easy. 
Hide all the technology 
underthe hood. Beneath 
the leather upper are 
enough support systems 
to keep your feet happy. 
PRICE $100. 


ADIDAS 
ASYM ENERGY 
BOOST Left and right 
feet behave differently in 
the swing. So Adidas 
built shoes with different 
spike configurations 
for each foot to guide 
your weight transfer, 
increasing efficiency. 
PRICE $350. 
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REMEMBRANCE 


A ROUGH RIDE WITH 


CHARLIE 

SIFFORD 


► EDITOR’S NOTE: As Charlie Sifford drifted 
into the twilight of his life, he began missing 
the little things. He rued having to give up 
cigars. He longed for the days of simply feel- 
ing good, especially after a heart procedure 
in 2006. “There's a lot I miss and a lot I don’t,” 
he told me that year when I interviewed him 
for Golf Digest. 

One thing Sifford didn’t miss was his ex- 
perience in the early 1960s trying to break 
through the PGA of America’s Caucasian- 
only clause and become the first African- 
American golfer to play the PGA Tour. Racist 
shouts and murmurs never did subside. The 
death threats he received were real. Not be- 
ing invited to play in the Masters hurt forever. 
Some victims of racial discrimination even- 
tually emerge forgiving and philosophical, 
as baseball’s Buck O’Neil seemed to do. That 
wasn't the case with Sifford. He received an 
Honorary Doctorate of Law from the Universi- 
ty of St. Andrews in 2006 and the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom in 2014, but whatever soft- 
ness was exposed on those two occasions 
concealed real— and justified— anger until he 
died at 92 on Feb. 3, 2015. 

Talking to Charlie was a gritty, rewarding 
experience, though he rarely was in good hu- 
mor. When asked if the memory of the good 
events in his golf life— he won two tourna- 
ments on the PGA Tour and had success as 
a senior— didn’t please him, Sifford replied 
with a stare from his remaining good eye. 
“I don’t smile much, and I never laugh,” he 
said. “If you’d been through what I’ve been 
through, you wouldn’t be smiling, either.” 

Few people knew Sifford better than 
Larry Mowry, who tried his hand at the PGA 
Tour in the ’60s. “He was a tough man,” says 
Mowry, now 78 and a teaching pro in Atlanta. 
“I’m reading a lot of stuff about how sweet 
a: Charlie was, but the things he went through 
z did not go down well with him. Let’s be hon- 
u est: Charlie could be difficult.” 

^ One thing Mowry gained from being 
o around Sifford was empathy. This was ex- 
^ pressed in one of the most powerful pieces 
» ever to appear in Golf Digest, a 1988 reminis- 
^ cence by Mowry. We're reprinting it here, a 

^ harrowing trip to another place in time. 

o 

O -GUYYOCOM 


A HARROWING TRIP 

IN THE 1960s BROUGHT 

A PIONEER’S FIGHT 

INTO FOCUS 

BY LARRY MOWRY 



T WAS SOME TIME back in the 1960s. I don’t remember 
the year, but I had just finished the final round at the Doral 
Open and was looking to hitch a ride with someone to our 
next tour stop, in Wilmington, N.C. I had booked a plane 
reservation for that night, but I wasn’t looking forward to it. 
There would be a long wait for the takeoff, and the planes 
in those days gave you a low-flying, bumpy ride with land- 
ings that would have scared Evel Knievel. 

I stashed my bags in the locker room and looked around 
to see if anyone wanted a co-pilot for the ride to Wilming- 
ton. It was a last-minute request, so several guys were 
already filled up. Finally, a voice from the far end of the 
putting green rang loud and clear: “I’m looking for a rider.” 
The voice was Charlie Sifford’s. “Great, Charlie,” I said. “My 
bags are packed, and I’ll be ready when you are.” 

Charlie walked toward me with a serious look and asked, 
“Do you know what you’re getting into, driving with me?” 

I had no idea what he was implying and answered, “No 
problem, Charlie.” 

Understand that at the time I was still in my 20s and 
a pretty naive young man who looked up to Charlie Sif- 
ford as a golfer and as a person to admire. His game was 
better than mine, and the ride to Wilmington with such a 
fine player was an opportunity to get some high-level tips 
about this difficult game. 

Color doesn’t mean much to a professional athlete. 
Performance is what you admire— and I really 
admired Charlie’s game. The thought that we 
were in the Deep South during a period when 


APRIL 2015 


GOLFDIGEST.COM 127 



'IF you’d been through what 
iVe been through, you wouldn’t 

BE SMILING, EITHER/ 


black and white men didn’t ride in cars together never entered the 
head of this newcomer from San Diego. 

Times have changed from the early ’60s— not enough for some, 
and too much for others. But for those who weren’t there or don’t 
remember, the following is a chronicle of that automobile trip. 

Charlie owned a new Buick Wildcat, white with red interior, wire 
wheels, etc. It was a beautiful car. Buick gave touring pros a special 
purchase price then, and many of the better players took advantage 
of the opportunity. 

Charlie was relaxed as we pulled away from the Doral parking lot. 
“I hope you like to drive straight through,” he said. 

“Sure, Charlie, as long as you stop for plenty of coffee so we can 
stay awake. This is a long drive, but I’d like to get there for an extra 
practice round. I missed the cut last year.” 

Interstate highways were in the development stages then, and 
the road map to Wilmington looked as complicated as a pair of New 
Year’s Day eyeballs. When we stopped for coffee, Charlie would al- 
ways ask me to go get it. I thought nothing of doing it. I got some 
strange looks in the cafes but blamed it on my loud slacks and white 
shoes, which seemed out-of-bounds in those greasy spoons. 

The night was moonless, and reading road signs was a chore, but 
we progressed well into south Georgia without error. We stopped for 
gas at a dimly lit truck stop. “Larry, go get a couple of Cokes; I’ll take 
care of the gas,” was Charlie’s order. He seemed a little nervous. 

Two cops were staring at me as I relieved the Coke machine of two 
bottles. They were dressed like characters in a B movie: open shirts, 
hats tilted back and cigars in their mouths. One of them said to me, 
“You jus’ don’t care who you drive with, do you, son?” 

He had a mean look, and it matched the tone of his voice and the 
ugly scar on his cheek. I was so intimidated by his appearance that 


I couldn’t utter a word. My lack of response drew a four- 
letter comment from him, and then both cops walked 
away from me and toward Charlie and the car. 

Soda bottles in hand, I walked back toward the car 
and overheard their conversation with Charlie. Scarface 
asked: “Who’s car is this, boy— is it yours?” Charlie sud- 
denly put on a high-pitched falsetto voice and said he was 
“drivin’ for mistah Larry.” 

Scarface seemed satisfied, but the California license 
plate on “my” car was the next problem. “You better drive 
slow and steady out of this county, or I’ll run you two in,” 
were his parting but somehow welcome words. 

Charlie drove very slowly, and we both kept our mouths 
shut until we crossed the county line. Charlie broke the si- 
lence: “If he knew this was my car, we’d both be buried in a 
cotton field and never heard from again.” I wanted to say 
something but just couldn’t find the right words. 

Charlie lit his cigar for the first time and placed a small 
towel across his lap to catch any spilled ashes. “I don’t 
usually smoke in the car, but I just have to light up after 
that,” he said. “He was a tough-looking character, wasn’t 
he, Larry?” 

I agreed, and we drove through the darkness, not say- 
ing another word, enjoying the music on a tape of his 
longtime friends, the Mills Brothers. The first song, “Up a 
Lazy River,” was somehow out of place for our mood, but 
it was relaxing. 

By dawn, we were both suffering from eye strain. Res- 
taurants on the old state highway were scarce, and we 
fought hunger for two hours. “Hey, Charlie,” I said, “that 
looks like a good place to eat.” We pulled into the parking 
lot of a busy, nice-looking restaurant. 

Charlie said, “Get me a ham-and-egg sandwich and 
a cup of coffee to go, will you, Larry?” By now I was no 
longer naive; the rules were plain to me. Charlie was not 
allowed to use the same restrooms, drinking fountains 
or Coke machines as I was. His areas were marked for 
“Coloreds.” Mine were “Whites only.” If he were traveling 
alone, his only means for receiving restaurant food was to 
go around to the back door, to the kitchen, pay in advance and wait. 
There were times when the food was not served to him even after he’d 
paid, and he was expected to leave the grounds quietly and without 
complaint. Charlie lived in a different country than I did. 

I returned to the car with our ham-and-egg sandwiches and cof- 
fee. We drove on, eating our breakfast. Each bite I took felt like a 
grapefruit as I struggled to get it down my throat. 

When we arrived in Wilmington it was beautiful with the just- 
blooming azaleas showing the city as a multicolored delight. I had 
reservations at the only decent motel in town at that time, right next 
to a little diner called Whitey’s. The name had new meaning to me 
now, and I joked with Charlie that all the diners from south Georgia 
to here were Whitey’s. “Must be a chain,” I said. Charlie laughed and 
pulled up to the motel office. 

I knew the owner of the motel because I had stayed there the 
previous two years. I noticed my name on the reservation sheet, 
but he gave me no answer when I said, “Reservation for Mowry?” 
He just stood there, ignoring me and glaring at Charlie. “Sir, he’s 
not staying with me,” I said. “He just gave me a ride.” I was too tired 
to get irritated. 

“Oh, yes, Mr. Mowry. Good to see you again. Your room is ready 
and waiting for you.” 

I unloaded my bags from Charlie’s car, thanked him for the ride 
and wished him luck in the tournament. 

Back inside, I lay on my bed in total exhaustion. I was no longer 
a rookie. 

I waited years to unveil this experience because Charlie Sifford 
would have taken harsh exception to a tell-it-like-it-was story. Times 
have changed, and for those of us who think life is difficult now, try 
walking in the shoes of Charlie Sifford in the late ’50s and early ’60s. 0 
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THERE'S ONLY ONE THING BETTER THAN A VTNOLE LOU 
OF DISTANCE. MORE DISTANCE. THE VAPOR DRIVER 
IS DESIGNED WITH MORE DISTANCE IN MIND. 

THERE’S ALWAYS BEHER 4^ 


VAPOR PRO DRIVER 
NIKE.COM/OOLF 




OPENING CREDITS 

A FRESH LOOK AT 
AUGUSTA NATIONAL'S 
FRONTS 


THE BACK NINE AT AUGUSTA NATIONAL DESERVES ALL THE GLORY IT GETS. 

All that water. All that drama. All those fantastic finishes. But consider the beguiling 
opening nine, as displayed here by Nathan Fox, the latest illustrator to provide 
first impressions of the place and the people that make the Masters. ► The truth is, 
the front started as the back: After the inaugural Augusta National Invitation 
Tournament, the nines were reversed. The change, in part, was required by 
topography: Frost is slower to dissipate on the lower portion of the course, requiring 
the shift so morning rounds could start on time. The result? To our eye, timeless. 
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► ► ► 

WALK THIS WAY 

Players smell birdie 
or eagle— or double 
eagle, if they're 
Louis Oosthuizen 
in 2012— at the 
par-5 second hole. 




WINDOW TO THE WORLD 

Players from 39 nations have 
been featured on the leader board 
next to the first hole, eagled 
five times in Masters history 
(including Roberto De Vicenzo, 
on his birthday in 1968). 
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QUESTIONS 
FOR THIS 
YEAR'S 
MASTERS 

by Jaime Diaz 



Is it still true that, as Dan Jenkins 
first wrote, “The Masters 
doesn't start until the back 
nine on Sunday?” 

► ► ► 

The pressure of the green jacket 
and five holes with water always 
lent truth to that insight, but 
it has become less true. When 
Augusta was shorter and wider, 
going for back-nine par 5s was 
more prevalent, increasing the 
chances of large stroke swings. 
Byron Nelson going 2-3 on the 
par-3 12th and par-5 13th holes 
in 1937 to Ralph Guldahl’s 5-6 
turned Nelson’s four-stroke 
deficit into a two-stroke lead 
and began a narrative that was 
followed by Arnold Palmer, 

Gary Player and Jack Nicklaus 
in their most memorable wins. 
The tournament seemed to lose 
some of its volatility after 460 
yards were added from 2002-’06. 
However, the club responded 
by making the back-nine par 5s 
more accessible on Sundays, 
and Chari Schwartzel (2011), 
Bubba Watson (2012) and Adam 
Scott (2013) all made extended 
late birdie runs on their way to 
victories. 



What are Tiger Woods' 
chances for victory? 

► ► ► 

Zero if his early-season chip- 
ping problems persist or recur, 
or if his latest absence from 
the game includes missing the 
tournament. 



What would be the best story? 

► ► ► 

Woods somehow winning 
the Masters for the fifth time, 
his first major-championship 
victory since the 2008 U.S. 
Open, and restarting his quest 
toward Nicklaus’ record of 18 
major-championship wins. 



What would be the 
second-best story? 

► ► ► 

Rory Mcllroy winning his first 
green jacket to complete the 
career Grand Slam, giving him 
three legs of a Rory Slam and 
leaving no doubt that golf has 
entered the Mcllroy Era. 



Do left-handed players have 
a real advantage at the Masters? 

► ► ► 

Yes. Left-handers have won six 
of the past 12 Masters. Before 
that, no left-hander had won the 
tournament. The biggest reason, 
besides the obvious talent of 
three-time champion Phil Mick- 
elson and two-time winner Bub- 
ba Watson, is the technology of 
the modern driver. Because the 


HALFWAY HOME 
The par-4 ninth concludes 
the front, where Masters 
fields have averaged 
36.89 strokes over the years 
(versus 37.14 on the back). 


titanium clubheads of the past 
decade have dramatically re- 
duced the spin imparted to the 
ball, the power fade has become 
more advantageous than it used 
to be. The heavier spin on pre- 
titanium fades would cost a lot 
of distance compared to draws, 
but that gap has closed, and the 
safer fade has become the go-to 
shot for long hitters. At Augusta, 
the favored ball flight off the tee 
is still right to left, the direction 
of a left-handed fade. Watson 
especially has been able to use 
a very long and surprisingly ac- 
curate power fade as his main 
advantage over the competition. 



What's the next big alteration that 
should be made to the course? 

► ► ► 

Remove the bentgrass on the 
greens and replace it with the 
same Champion ultradwarf 
Bermuda that has been installed 
at Pinehurst No. 2. It would 
make the course more interest- 
ing by creating firmer greens 
(with almost no ball marks) that 
could also putt slightly slower. 
Better shotmal<ing would be 
rewarded, more aggressive putt- 
ing would be encouraged, and 
more hole locations would be 
possible. The club’s leadership 
position in the game would be 
strengthened because the prev- 
alence of shorter second putts 
would speed up play, and the 
more environmentally friendly 
grass would require less water. 



What is it about the course 
that allows such a mix of players 
of varying ages to contend? 

► ► ► 

Because the course has always 
rewarded power, aggressive 
younger players can go low. 

In 2009, Anthony Kim, then 
23, made a record 11 birdies in 
a second-round 65. Though 
supreme talents like Nicklaus, 
Woods and Seve Ballesteros 
were able to win the tourna- 
ment at 23 or younger, youth 


tends to give way to experi- 
ence at Augusta. In 1979, Fuzzy 
Zoeller became only the third 
player to win on his first at- 
tempt (after Horton Smith and 
Gene Sarazen in the tourna- 
ment’s first two years). Youthful 
power has created plenty of 
excitement and some 54-hole 
leads (like Mcllroy’s ill-fated 
four-stroke edge in 2011). But 
in part because the Masters 
is always played on the same 
course, accumulated knowl- 
edge of efficient strategies and 
correct green reading play a 
bigger role than at other majors. 



What's the worst hole 
on the course? 

► ► ► 

To some, it’s the seventh, which 
has been stretched to 450 yards, 
too long for the narrow fairway 
and the size of the green. It’s a 
problem that can be solved by 
moving the tees up. A harder fix 
is the fourth. The right half of 
the green is much too shallow 
for a hole of 240 yards, and the 
hole is generally dull visually. 



What is the best hole? 

► ► ► 

It’s still the par-5 13th, even 
though after an incredible drive 
Bubba Watson had only a sand 
wedge for his second shot in 
the final round last year. Par is 
irrelevant: The gorgeous dogleg 
left is as good a hole as there is 
in tournament golf because the 
first, second and third shots so 
often create the opportunity for 
an artistic and spectacular (or 
disastrous) stroke. 
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The only way to match a 
perfect round is with a perfect lap. 

Introducing the al!-new 2016 Mercedes- AM G GT S. 

Like any great athlete, we cansfantly cliatEerige ourselves to beeome faster and stronger. Each engine 
fs hand-built by an expert craftsman who signs their work. And with an ultra-light space frame an-d 
precisely balanced weight distribution, the all-new AMG GT S delivers performance that is nothing 
short of perfection. Mercedes-Benz is honored to be a Global Partner of the 2015 Masters. 



Mercedes-Benz 

The best or nothing. 


Jfllii (JT s i.'Vwm. In &«rTV IWl?*' p»«) frJOIS USA. UC 







I 7 

H 

. '^il 

■■'•V I 



pnp^K&z^'^jH 1 

_ ,^h,t 

S ^1 'd 






m^^Mr 













FvJ 








||HHb^K|I 












4 4-4 

DOWNSTAIRS 

UPSTAIRS 

The par-5 second hole 
is 575 yards down the 
hill; the par-5 eighth 
(far left, through the 
trees) is 570 yards back 
up the hill. 


LOCAL KNOWLEDGE 

There are no greenside 
bunkers at the eighth, 
but experienced 
competitors know 
not to miss left of 
that big mound. 
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THE 

STORY 

OF 

RORY 


HE'S CHISELED, 

HE'S FOCUSED 
AND HE'S READY 
TO GO FOR THE 

CADEED SIAM 

BY JAIME DIAZ 


Illustration by Nigel Buchanan 



raises could have been produced with a 
few well-placed spritzes, but Mcllroy is 
pleased by the authenticity of his effort. 
With the same playful pride from the week 
before, when he tweeted a photo of him- 
self lifting 280 pounds, accompanied by 
the message. Better never stops, he points 
to his damp shirt and says, “That’s earned.” 


There is no zealot like a 
convert, and these days Mcllroy 
is willing to invest whatever 
sweat equity will get him to the 
highest reaches of excellence. 
Last year Mcllroy got busy like 
no other time in his life, follow- 
ing the direction of McGregor, 
swing instructor Michael Ban- 
non and putting coach Dave 
Stockton. Even more, Mcllroy 
reawakened his passion for golf. 
“It’s what 1 think about when 1 
get up in the morning,” he said 
after winning the British Open 
at Hoylal<e. “It’s what 1 think 
about when 1 go to bed.” 

That mind-set might have 
evolved slowly, but history will 
mark it as the moment Mcllroy 
publicly broke off his engage- 
ment with Caroline Wozniacki 
May 21 at the BMW PGA Cham- 
pionship at Wentworth. Five 


days later, when he came from 
seven shots down in the final 
round to get his first win in Eu- 
rope or America in 18 months, 
he appeared a new man. 

Even after the victory, 
Mcllroy was understandably 
subdued. But it wasn’t long be- 
fore he set a new course. 

“After [the breakup], 1 
thought. What else do I have 
in my life?” he says during 
lunch at the downtown Stan- 
dard, High Line. “I have family 
and friends, but they’re always 
going to be there. What else? 
That’s when 1 decided. You 
know what, I’m just going to im- 
merse myself in golf for a while. 

1 spent more time at it, thought 
about it more, spent more time 
at the range and at the gym. 
Because that’s all 1 had, and 
that’s all 1 wanted to do.” 



► MCILROY TAKES ON 280 POUNDS, 

THEN TWEETED THE PHOTO WITH THE MESSAGE, 
BETTER NEVER STOPS. 


of a vast Chelsea Piers gym on the West Side of Manhattan, Rory 
Mcllroy is right at home— high-tech fitness shirt straining across 
his broad back, vein-popping forearms, sharply defined jawline, 
curly locks cropped close. Everything is sleek, strong and stylish. 
Mcllroy is 25, and the mop-haired, slightly puffy, rosy-cheeked 
cherub who a few years ago couldn’t stand on one leg for more 
than a few seconds is gone. ► Mcllroy is in full workout regalia in 
one of his favorite cities not because he’s meeting his sport scientist/ 
trainer. Dr. Stephen McGregor, for one of their intense 90-minute 
sessions, but because he’s doing a photo shoot for the brand of 
headphones he endorses. But when an assistant brings a spray 
bottle to Mcllroy to simulate perspiration, 
the world No. 1 politely declines before 
hopping on a spinning cycle to churn hard 
for a full five minutes. The moisture he 
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Mcllroy takes a forkful of 
his Atlantic salmon with a side 
of Brussels sprouts, a meal 
approved by McGregor, and 
explains how as a golfer, he has 
become decidedly anti-slacker. 

“I’ve come across enough 
successful people now to know 
that the best in whatever walk 
of life, they’re the ones who 
just work the hardest. I real- 
ized that if I want to be the best 
and fulfill my potential. I’m 
going to have to do the same 
thing. And for those who are 
lucky enough to be born with 
a gift and then choose to work 
the hardest— I mean, that’s the 
combination.” 

AFTER A MONSTER 2014, 

BIGGER GOALS IN 2015 

I n 2014, the payoff was big: 
two major-championship 
wins, one grinded out on 
the links at Hoylake, the 
other won with a desperate 
sprint from behind in the PGA 
at Valhalla. In their way, both 
were more impressive and 
confidence-building than his 
eight-stroke victories at the 
2011 U.S. Open and 2012 PGA, 
which were blinding blasts 
of pure talent that testify to 
Mcllroy’s ability to dominate 
when he’s on. But those first 
two major victories did not 
truly test him in a final-nine 
crucible. For good measure last 
year, Mcllroy administered a 
no-mercy 5-and-4 beating of 
friend and rival Rickie Fowler 
in Ryder Cup singles, a match 
in which Mcllroy started six 
under through six holes. 

This year, the payoff target is 
even bigger: victory at the Mas- 
ters, which would give Mcllroy 
the career Grand Slam, his third 
major in a row, and a chance at 
the Rory Slam in the U.S. Open 
at Chambers Bay. 

At first glance, Mcllroy 
should be the favorite at Au- 
gusta. The Idnd of driving he 
exhibited at Hoylake and Val- 


halla— where he led the fields 
with averages of 328 yards and 
316 yards, displaying the best 
seen in back-to-back major 
championships since Tiger 
Woods won the 2000 U.S. and 
British Opens— has been a key 
determiner at the Masters. Mcll- 
roy dominated the PGA Tour 
last year in strokes gained/driv- 
ing, and the player who finished 
second was Bubba Watson, who 
has ridden his driver to two of 
the past three green jackets. 

But there is evidence to sup- 
port why Mcllroy might not win 
at Augusta. In his six Masters, 
last year’s T-8 is his best finish 
{see chart). In those 22 rounds, 
he has made an astounding 11 
double bogeys and three triple 
bogeys. Just as amazing, con- 
sidering Mcllroy’s length, his 
cumulative total on the par 5s 
is only 21 under. Although scat- 
tershot short irons have been 
responsible for most of his big 
numbers, Mcllroy has had trou- 
ble on the iconic greens, consis- 
tently finishing in the bottom 
half of the field in putting. 

“A firm and fast Augusta, 
or a typical U.S. Open setup, is 
probably the most difficult test 
for me,” he says. “It requires so 
much discipline and precision, 
and that’s something I’m still 
learning. I won a U.S. Open, 
but it was much wetter than 
normal, and even Hoylake was 
soft for a links. So if Augusta is 
fiery, winning there would get 
me closer to being a complete 
player, because I don’t think I’m 
there yet.” 

That’s a measure of how 
much better Mcllroy believes he 
can become. Another wrinkle 
is the way he celebrates rather 
than squelches the memory of 
his worst day in golf, the final 
round of the 2011 Masters, which 
he entered with a four-stroke 
lead but shot 80 to finish T-15. 

“It was the most important 
day of my career, bar none,” 
Mcllroy said in January. “I 


learned what I shouldn’t do 
when I’m in that situation 
again.” Indeed, the next major, 
he won by eight strokes at Con- 
gressional, finishing with a 69. 

TRUSTING THE THREE WISE MEN 

S ince then, and especially 
lately, there has been a lot 
Mcllroy has learned he 
should do. In particular, 
trusting the wisdom and 
guidance of the performance 
experts who advise him. 

The most cutting edge is 
McGregor, 41, an Englishman 
with a Ph.D. in exercise physiol- 
ogy who has worked with the 
New York Knicks and the Man- 
chester City soccer team and 
directed Lee Westwood’s physi- 
cal transformation. McGregor 
started working with Mcllroy in 
2010, when the golfer began ex- 
periencing lower back pain. 

“When we started, Rory 
had never done any physi- 
cal training,” McGregor said 
while following Mcllroy at the 
Australian Open last Novem- 
ber. McGregor has designed 
regimens— 90-minute sessions 
10 times a week— that primarily 
strengthen Mcllroy’s core and 
lower body but which have dra- 
matically improved his overall 
fitness. “Rory possesses hyper- 
flexibility and has extraordi- 
nary hip speed,” McGregor 
says. “To get more control and 
consistency, he needed to build 
body stability.” 

The trainer, who is a ca- 


1 HAH THIS 
ABILITY 
GIVEN TH ME, 
BUT IT WAS 
SORT OF LIKE. 
"WHY ME?" ' 

— RORY MCILROY 


sual golfer, works closely with 
Bannon to see what swing 
adjustments the instructor is 
implementing. “We find out the 
golf swing he wants to achieve 
and change his body accord- 
ingly,” McGregor says. Mcllroy 
confirms that his improve- 
ment— a 5-mile-per-hour in- 
crease in clubhead speed since 
2010, up to 121.56 mph, with 
more consistency— has come 
from his body getting stronger 
and faster rather than through 
any changes in technique. 

“My swing has lost its whip- 
py sort of action that came from 
a lot of arm and hand speed,” 
he says. “Now it’s more the big 
muscles controlling rotation, 
and that’s the energy that’s go- 
ing into the ball.” 

Bannon has been Mcllroy’s 
only swing coach since the 
two began working together at 
Holywood Golf Club outside 
Belfast when Rory was 8. With 
a kindly, soft-spoken manner 
and a visage that evokes Paul 
Newman in “The Verdict,” the 
56-year-old father of four says, 
“I have no idea why our chemis- 
try has worked. I just like Rory. 
And I love to help him play the 
kind of golf he can.” 

Bannon was a good player 
in Northern Ireland— he lost a 
playoff to Padraig Harrington 
in the 1997 Irish Professional 
Championship— but made 
his name teaching promising 
juniors at Bangor Golf Club. 
(Since 2012, he has worked full- 
time for Mcllroy.) In the video 
studio of the club, Bannon pulls 
out old tapes of his charges, in- 
cluding one of a certain ruddy- 
faced 8-year- old. 

“Always a happy man, Rory,” 
Bannon says of the smiling 
figure swinging a cut-down 
iron. On the tape, the instructor 
can be heard to gently implore, 
“Now hold your balance at the 
finish,” which is the mantra 
behind Mcllroy’s ability to 
repeatedly stick his majestic 
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CLOSING IN ON THE CAREER GRAND SLAM 

► After winning the Open at Hoylake(top), Rory Mcliroy needs a Masters 
victory to become the sixth male golfer to win the career Grand Slam. A win 
at Augusta National would be his third major victory in a row, setting up a 
chance at matching Tiger Woods' four consecutive major wins in 2000-'01. 


Name (major wins) 

Masters 

U.S. 

Open 

British 

Open 

PGA 

Ch. 

Jack Nicklaus (18) 

1963 

1962 

1966 

1963 


1965 

1967 

1970 

1971 


1966 

1972 

1978 

1973 


1972 

1980 


1975 


1975 



1980 

1986 

Tiger Woods (14) 

1997 

2000 

2000 

1999 


2001 

2002 

2005 

2000 


2002 

2008 

2006 

2006 


2005 



2007 

Ben Hogan (9) 

1951 

1948 

1953 

1946 


1953 

1950 


1948 

1951 

1953 

Gary Player (9) 

1961 

1965 

1959 

1962 


1974 


1968 

1972 


1978 


1974 


Gene Sarazen (7) 

1935 

1922 

1932 

1922 



1932 


1923 


1933 


MISSING A MAJOR (one short of the Slam, with major win totals): 
Masters: Walter Hagen (11), Jim Barnes (4), Lee Trevino (6), Mcliroy (4) 
U.S. Open: Sam Snead (7), Phil Mickelson (5) 

British Open: Byron Nelson (5), Raymond Floyd (4) 

PGA Championship: Tom Watson (8), Arnold Palmer (7) 

RORY AT AUGUSTA T-20 in 2009 (72-73-71-70), MC in 2010 (74-77), 
T-15 in 2011 (65-69-70-80), T-40 in 2012 (71-69-77-76), T-25 in 2013 
(72-70-79-69), T-8 in 2014(71-77-71-69). Scoring average: 72.36 


follow-through. “There was 
nothing that was good at 8 
that I took out,” Bannon says. 

“I always wanted him to go 
away from a lesson with just 
one thing, not loads of things. 
Rory listened to everything 
and was very good at taking the 
lesson home and coming back 
having learned.” 

These days, “I keep an eye 
out,” Bannon says. “Mostly 
small things. He can get a little 
off with his takeaway, lift it 
outside or pull it inside, or over- 
correct either way. But when he 
gets his lines, he’s pretty hard to 
contend with.” 

The mystic on the team is 
Stockton, 73, who has worked 
directly with Mcliroy about a 
dozen times since they first met 
a few weeks after the 2011 Mas- 
ters. “I told him he was lifting 
out of his crouch and moving 
too quickly to the ball,” says the 
two-time PGA Championship 
winner, who emphasizes the 
importance of seeing the line 
and “walking into” a putt rhyth- 
mically. “He corrected that at 
Congressional.” 

Stockton’s interactions with 
Mcliroy have usually consisted 
of passing along musings on 
demeanor and walking pace, 
with only minimal work on the 
stroke, although Mcliroy uses 
the Stockton-endorsed concept 
of “spot putting,” rolling his ball 
over a visual spot about an inch 
in front of the ball. 

Last season, Mcliroy served 
as his own putting coach, with 
Stockton on call if needed. On 
the PGA Tour, Mcliroy went 
from 117th in strokes gained/ 
putting to 41st. “He told me, 

I’ve got it. I’m a good putter.’ 
And he is,” Stockton says. “He’s 
the easiest student I’ve ever 
had because he needs next to 
nothing technically. As long as 
he keeps himself in the right 
frame of mind, I don’t think 
putting is ever going to be an 
issue for him. What I see now is 
Rory having put things together 
mentally. As physically gifted 
as he is, I think the other play- 
ers are in a world of hurt.” 

There’s little doubt Mcliroy 
is perceived as a tougher, more 
mature, more prepared, more 
clutch player than he was be- 
fore. Though the aesthetics of 
his game have always drawn 
raves, from Johnny Miller cit- 
ing the “Adonis follow-through” 
to Geoff Ogilvy’s opining that 


'COULD I HAVE 
WORKED 
HARDER AND 
WON MORE 
MAJORS? 
PRODADLY. 
COULD I 
HAVE DRIVEN 
MYSELF CRAZY 
DOING IT? 

adsolutely; 


“Rory’s shots make the best 
noise, more flush even than 
Tiger’s at his best,” the book on 
Mcliroy among peers was that 
he lacked the grit to grind out 
victories when he wasn’t “on.” 
But with last summer’s per- 
formance, Mcliroy has earned 
locker-room cred. “Rory’s got 
guts,” says Jim Furyk. “He 
doesn’t back down.” 

Mcliroy is being seen as the 
kind of special player who can 
summon the will to seize the 
biggest moments. Augusta will 
be one of those, and if Mcliroy 
pulls off the victory for the ca- 
reer Slam, he’ll join Gene Sara- 
zen, Ben Hogan, Gary Player, 
Jack Nicklaus and Woods in a 
most exclusive club. 


ACCEPTING HIS GENIUS 

I ike Bobby Jones, another 
amiable prodigy who had 
some lean years in his early 
20s, Mcliroy is a complex 
bundle of contradictions 
who, as he confesses, took a 
while to reconcile the power 
and price of his genius. 

“Until just a few years ago, 

I don’t want to say I felt guilty 
for being successful because I 
had this ability given to me, but 
it was sort of like, ‘Why me?’ ” 
he says. “Because I felt like it’s 
a very selfish thing to be a win- 
ner, a very selfish trait. Which 
is what you sort of need in golf. 
And I guess it just took me a 
while to be comfortable with 
that, just because of the person- 
ality I have. I realized that if I 
want to succeed in golf, which 
I do, I need to have it. What 
helped was realizing how much 
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people like winners, how people 
gravitate to them. So if other 
people are happy for me win- 
ning, then why can I not be?” 

After a sip of a diet cola— 
“my treat”— he continues. 

“Now I want to win at golf 
all the time. I feel like golf has 
allowed me to be competitive at 
something in life— and my fit- 
ness has become part of that— 
and I feel like I’ve developed a 
bit of a ruthless streal< on the 
golf course over the last few 
years. But I’ve no real ambition 
to be the best at anything else. 

If we’re playing a game of cards, 
or a game of pool, or whatever it 
is. I’d happily let someone win 
just to keep them happy.” 

Such talk by a professional 
athlete in a culture that reveres 
24-7 competitors nearly begs 
for an intervention led by Mi- 
chael Jordan. But Mcllroy is 
very close to his father, Gerry, a 
bartender whose credo is, “It’s 
nice to be nice, and it doesn’t 
cost you a penny.” The people- 
pleasing example stuck, even 
though the increasing demands 
of his station can seem like a 
bottomless pit. “It’s a natural 
tendency for me to be too nice,” 
Rory says. “To be a little too giv- 
ing to be able to focus on what 
you need to do, and sometimes 
I have to cut that back.” Here he 
mentions his mother, Rosie, an 
introvert to his father’s extro- 
vert. “Sometimes,” Rory says, 

“I wish I had a little more of my 
mum’s reserve.” 

In January, when a Mcllroy 
tweet defended Seahawks run- 
ning back Marshawn Lynch’s 
recalcitrance with the me- 
dia— Love this! Paid to play, not 
answer questions— it seemed 
a way of venting about the 
claustrophobic coverage of his 
dating life and the rest of his 
off-course activity and com- 
mitments. “Time has become 
his most precious commod- 
ity,” says Brian Mcllroy, one of 
Rory’s uncles. “He is absolutely 


delighted on those days when 
there is nothing he has to do.” 

One thing that had threat- 
ened to take a great deal of 
time was Mcllroy’s lawsuit 
against his former manage- 
ment at Horizon Sports, which 
claimed that he was coerced 
into signing an “unconscio- 
nable” contract at a Christmas 
party. Horizon countersued, 
claiming breach of contract for 
unpaid fees. 

In early February, on the 
eve of a trial that was estimated 
to last six weeks and possibly 
longer, the parties settled, 
with Mcllroy agreeing to pay 
an undisclosed sum. According 
to Golf Digest’s Ron Sirak, 
Mcllroy has earned more than 
$125 million on and off the 
course through last year. In 
2014 alone, he made more than 
$49 million. 

“He isn’t afraid of the law- 
suit, however it goes,” Brian 
Mcllroy said in December. “Rory 
told me, T want it to sting. It will 
remind never to make that same 
mistake again.’ ” 

Mcllroy has remained co- 
operative with the media, and 
often expansive in his press 
conferences. He continues a 
sure touch with small grace 
notes, sending thank-you 
cards to pro-am partners and 
tournament officials, and he 
tips locker-room and security 
people personally with no re- 
gard for how he played. Says 
longtime Florida golf executive 
Andy O’Brien: “If you asked 
the cart guys at the Bear’s Club 
who their favorite is among all 
the sports- celebrity members, 
it would be Rory, unanimously. 
He’s the real deal when no- 
body’s watching.” 

Is he being too nice? It raises 
the question that pertained to 
Arnold Palmer in his heyday: 
Will the very thing people love 
about Mcllroy keep him from 
being what they— and he— most 
want him to be, a great winner? 


'IF YOU ASKED 
THE CART GUYS 
AT THE DEAR'S 
CLUO WUO 
THEIR FAVORITE 
IS AMONG ALL 
THE SPORTS- 
CELEORITY 
MEMDERS, IT 
WOULD DE RORY, 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
HE'S THE REAL 
DEAL WHEN 
NODODY'S 
WATCHING.' 


Just as Mcllroy is welcomed 
in some quarters as a respite 
from the imperial edge of the 
Woods era, so is he doubted for 
lacldng the same quality. Ironi- 
cally, probably no other current 
player has scrutinized Woods 
more than Mcllroy. He happily 
presented himself as a “Tiger 
Woods expert” during a 2009 
interview with CNN. 

“I studied him a lot— a 
lot,” Mcllroy says. “I mean, his 
instruction book. How I Play 
Go//— when my dad was driving 
me all over Ireland for boys tour- 
naments, I would sit in the front 
seat and just read that thing. It 
was my bible. I Imow every ma- 
jor Tiger’s ever won, where he’s 
won them, how many he won 
by, who finished second.” 

The two have become 
friends, occasionally playing 
rounds together at the Medal- 
ist in Florida. Observers report 


that they like to needle. After 
Greg Norman suggested in 2012 
that Woods was intimidated by 
Mcllroy, Tiger playfully began 
calling Rory “The Intimidator.” 

“He’s great with me,” Mcll- 
roy says. “He’s very . . . actually, 
he wants to help. He’s like, 

T know you’re getting into the 
same sort of position as me, 
so anything you need to know, 
we’ve been through it all.’ ” 

LEARNING FROM NICKLAUS 

T hough Mcllroy has used 
Woods’ example as near- 
equal parts inspiration 
and cautionary tale, he has 
more actively sought the 
counsel of Nicklaus, who likes 
being a sounding board, just as 
Bobby Jones enjoyed impart- 
ing wisdom when Jack and his 
father would visit him at the 
Masters in the ’60s. By Mcll- 
roy’s and Nicklaus’ accounts, 
conversations have been lively 
on a wide range of topics. But 
perhaps because things change, 
they haven’t discussed Mcll- 
roy’s goals. 

“Rory is good enough to 
achieve whatever he wants in 
his career, but I don’t know what 
Rory really wants— he hasn’t 
told me, and I haven’t asked,” 
Nicldaus says. “He may be fairly 
happy to go along and win one 
major here, another major there, 
or he may want to work really 
hard and win a bunch. In my 
career, those goals fluctuated. 
Every player’s got to find his 
balance between ambition and 
sanity. Now, were major cham- 
pionships my focus? Yes. Were 
they my sole focus in life? No— 
my family was always before 
that. Could I have worked hard- 
er and won more majors? Prob- 
ably. Could I have driven myself 
crazy doing it? Absolutely. The 
choices a player makes are per- 
sonal, and they evolve with life. 
And Rory will make his.” 

For now, Mcllroy has chosen 
to work hard and win often. But 
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WHAT CAN YOU TAKE FROM RORY’S SWING? 

Based on his work with instructor Michael Bannon and 
trainer Steve McGregor, here are five concepts Rory has 
focused on— and howthey can work for you. 


1 PERFECT THE FIRST FEW FEET 

In 2012-’13, Rory got in the habit of starting the 
club back to the outside. To compensate, he would 
; sometimes drop it too far to the inside on the downswing. 

Infixing this move, he'd overdo it the other way: a big inside- 
, to-outside move. “I want him to swing his hands straight 
I back for the first few feet, with the clubface looking at the 

[ ball, then let his body rotation take the club behind him," 

Bannon says. Try Rory’s two-step drill: Swing the club back 
to hip high with your arms, stop, then turn your body to 
complete the backswing. 

2 OBEY YOUR NATURAL RHYTHM 

Great rhythm was something Bannon noticed in 
Roryearly on and was careful never to tamper with. 
He says Rory’s swing is a great model for flow. “It has a start 
and a finish, and no bits and pieces in between. It has no 
; kinks.” Many golfers seethe swing in segments, and their 
rhythm suffers. By making a lot of freewheeling swings, 
especially when working on mechanical changes, you 
: can preserve your natural rhythm. “Whatever Rory does,” 

Bannon says, “he never loses the basic rhythm with it.” 

3 START SMOOTH FROM THE TOP 

Another move Rory has worked on is a quiet 
transition. “The lower body brings the club down, 
then you can hit it hard,” Bannon says. He’s referring to the 
lateral move toward the target that starts the downswing. 

' Rory used to drive his knees too aggressively, and the club 
would fall behind him. He now thinks of it as a small shift 
forward before the left knee quickly turns out of the way. 
Amateurs tend to try to hit the ball hard from the top with the 
upper body. Do as Rory does: Shift your lower body forward, 

I then fire your arms through. 

4 ALWAYS STICK THE FINISH 

On tapes of childhood lessons with Rory, Bannon 
can be heard saying, “Hold your balance at the 
i finish." To this day, one of the hallmarks of Rory’s swing is 

! the way he sticks the follow-through. Bannon says it’s a 
’ good idea to think only about making a good finish: balance 

I and pose. That can’t happen without a lot of other good 
i things happening first. It’s also one of the easiest swing 

; thoughts you can hold in your mind. 


5 FIND YOUR WEAKEST LINK 

Five years ago, McGregor did a comprehensive 
evaluation of Rory’s body, identifying the weak 
parts as his legs and core. He designed an intensive 
program, and Rory has put in the work. Without any changes 
in technique, Rory’s swing improved. McGregor says Rory’s 
arms and hands used to move very quickly relative to his 
body, but now his swing is regulated by his big muscles, 
so the body and arms move together. It’s a more efficient 
motion. Take a tip from Rory: Get your body working better, 
and your swing will follow. 
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for how long? After he broke up 
with Wozniacki, he told himself 
to “immerse myself in golf for 
a while.” Could that mean his 
increased commitment will be 
short-term? 

“No,” Mcllroy answers 
quickly. “I’ve realized this 
program is what works for me. 
This is what I need to do to be 
my best, so I’m going to keep 
doing it.” 

One thing the program 
doesn’t include is drastic 
change. Without saying so, 
Mcllroy clearly is not follow- 
ing Woods’ playbook. At 165 
pounds on a 5-9 frame with 
body fat of only 10 percent, 
Mcllroy says, “I’d like to put on 
another 10 or 12 pounds. That 
will happen over time. It would 
be functional. The more mass 
you have in the body, the more 
mass you can transfer into the 
golf ball. It’s simple physics. 

If I was going to put any muscle 
on, it would be in my lower half 
anyway. I wouldn’t want to get 
any bigger on top.” 

He’s not going to change his 
swing. “If it ain’t broke, don’t 
fix it. That’s my motto,” he says. 
He’s also careful about dramati- 
cally altering practice to focus 
on weaknesses like sand play 
(123rd on tour last year). 

“You’re not going to be great 
at everything,” Mcllroy says. 

“I think what a lot of guys do, 
which is understandable, is 
they really try to strengthen 
their weaknesses. And then 
they neglect their strengths, 
and even if the weaknesses 
get a little better, the strengths 
aren’t as strong. 

“The foundation of my 
game is my driving. When I 
drive the ball well, I win golf 
tournaments. So I’ll always 
work on the driver.” 

Mcllroy (with an assist from 
Watson) has returned the driver 
to its position as a key weapon 
of dominance. Though Woods 
played around driver inconsis- 
tency, Mcllroy has harkened 
back to Nicklaus and Greg Nor- 
man (and the early Woods) in 
the way he has combined power 
and accuracy as the main point 
of separation from his peers. 

In his last tournament of 
2014, the Emirates Australian 
Open, Mcllroy was obligated to 
play as defending champion but 
was so visibly tired that even his 
driver didn’t work very well on 
the way to a T-15 finish. But after 


seeing that Jordan Spieth had 
shot a closing 63 to win by six, 
Mcllroy tweeted: You could give 
me another 100 rounds today at 
The Australian and I wouldn’t 
sniff 63 Well done. 

“It was a very tough day 
to score,” Mcllroy says. “I just 
wanted people to know how 
good a round it was. And I like 
Jordan.” 

It’s nice to be nice. Nick 
Faldo, who was Mcllroy’s first 
golf hero, tells a story of when a 


12-year- old Rory was playing in 
the Faldo junior series. 

“He had all the stuff you see 
today: an incredible full and free 
release of the club that gives him 
that very rare, true 100-percent 
strike,” Faldo says. “But what 
most struck me was something 
else. At that time, my daughter 
Emma had just been born, and 
some of the kids had come over 
to see her and hold her. Fast-for- 
ward seven years, and I see Rory 
for the first time again at a tour- 


nament. The first thing he says 
to me is, ‘How’s Emma?’ I found 
that extraordinary for someone 
who was clearly going to be a 
champion. He’s able to do what 
so many of us couldn’t or didn’t 
during our playing days: Take 
the blinkers off and be a whole 
person. And he still does.” 

It’s that attribute— if Mcll- 
roy ends up winning a lot of 
majors as big as this year’s Mas- 
ters— that might make him the 
most complete player of all. © 
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Every yard has a tale to tell. 

Every hole a tribute to greatness 

AT&T proudlycelebrates the legendary moments 
that make this the greatest game ever played. 
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BUMP IT 
LIKE BUBBA 

HOW TO PLAY THAT IMPOSSIDLE CHIP FROM DEHINO 
15 GREEN-ANO OTHER TRICKS YOO NEEO AT AOGOSTA 


BY BUBBA WATSON 


>- GOT HANDS? 

This was Saturday last 
year: I knew long was 
in the water, so I skipped 
it up the slope and 
left it short of the hole. 




very shot around the 
greens at Augusta 
is scary. Sometimes 
you’re just thinking. 
Where do I make my 
bogey? The lies are 
tighter than anywhere else, and 
the greens are faster. Plus, you 
always seem to be chipping 
into the grain— it’s the way they 
mow the grass. If your club 
catches a little, you duff it. 

Perfect example is behind 
15 green {left): The grass back 
there is crazy tight. If you give 
your chip shot a little too much 
gas, you’re in the water on the 
other side. I was behind that 
green three out of four days last 
year. I use my 63-degree wedge 
for everything, but there I de- 
lofted it and hit a low, checking 
chip, trying to bounce it twice 
before the green and get it to 
trickle from the fringe. To hit 
that shot, I keep my feet to- 
gether, play the ball off my back 
foot, and set my weight and my 
hands toward the target. Then 
I make a short, punchy swing, 
hitting down on the ball and 
making sure my hands stay 
ahead of the clubhead. 

I play that low skip shot all 
over Augusta, because I know 
I’m going to hit it solid and have 
a good chance to control the 
rollout. Hitting flop shots is a 
blast, but with tight lies, if you 
don’t get them perfect, you’re 
cooked. That place is scary 
enough without flop shots. 

—with Peter Mortice 
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► At 11, 
LUCY LI 

had won 
at Augusta, 
played the 
Open at 
Pinehurst, 
and 

learned 
the art of 
balancing 
ice cream 
and 

veggies. 
Now 12, 
she’s 
just 
getting 
started. 

WITH GUY YOCOM 


Photographed by Cody Pickens on Jan. 25, 2015, at Palo Alto Hills Golf & Country Club. 
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► MOST GOLFERS WORRY TOO MUCH ABOUT CONSEQUENCES. 
IF YOU’RE THINKING ABOUT ANYTHING OTHER THAN WHERE YOU WANT 
YOUR BALL TO GO, YOU’RE INVITING BAD THINGS TO HAPPEN. 



H M ONLY 5-3 AND 100 POUNDS, 

but I hit my driver about 230 yards. 

My 7-iron flies 130 yards. I was wondering, 
what if tomorrow I woke up with super- 
human powers and suddenly was 100 
yards longer off the tee and 50 yards 
longer with the irons? That would be the 
coolest thing. I think my handicap would 
be five strokes lower. Instead of being a 
plus-3.1, Td be a plus-8. Maybe Td be as 
good as Bubba Watson. 


I WATCH MORE MEN’S GOLF 

on TV than women’s golf, 
only because there’s more of it 
to watch. The men seem to be 
on all the time. Why is that? 

I don’t think it’s very fair. 

• • • 

NONE OF MY FRIENDS lu Cali- 
fornia watched the Drive, Chip 
and Putt on TV last year. My 
feelings weren’t hurt by that. 
My 10-11 age group at Augusta 
National came on at 8 a.m., 
which meant it was 5 a.m. in 
California. I wouldn’t get up 
at 5 a.m. to watch golf, either. 

• • • 

WHEN I WON my age group, 

I felt pressure only on the drive 
part. It was held on the practice 
range, with one of the practice 
greens right in the area where 
I wanted to land my drive. My 
hrst tee shot landed on the side 
of that green, which kicked it 
out of the 30-yard-wide zone. 
You get only two drives, so I 
was a little nervous. This time 
I aimed 10 feet farther to the 
right. It came off really good 
and caught the downslope at 
the rear of the practice green 
and bounced forward. It went 
227 yards. My brother saw a 
tweet from someone who said 
Darren Clarke was there watch- 
ing and was impressed. I was 
so excited! 

• • • 

HOW CAN YOU GO to the Mas- 
ters and not bring home some 
souvenirs? I got a really pretty 
sterling-silver necklace with 
a Masters emblem that I love 
wearing. I also got some neat 
cups with the Masters logo. 


THE DRIVE, CHIP AND PUTT 

was a great experience, but I’m 
afraid I can’t mal<e it this year 
due to scheduling. Scheduling 
as in, school. I don’t want to get 
behind. But I do hope to see a 
lot of kids take part in it. I think 
I learned a lot from it. 

• • • 

IF YOU WANT TO GET little luds 

hooked on golf, make sure they 
get to be with their friends. 
They’ll for sure have fun that 
way. Grown-ups are fun to play 
with, too, but when it comes 
to golf, there’s no substitute 
for kids being around people 
their age. 

• • • 

WHEN I WAS 4, 1 enjoyed swim- 
ming and really liked jump- 
ing into the water. So I began 
jumping off the spring diving 
board and then graduated to 
platform diving— a 10-meter 
platform, which is a little over 
30 feet. When I play golf, some 
of the same principles that go 
into diving transfer to golf. 

You have to be calm and very 
focused before you jump— or 
hit the shot in golf. If you’re not 
paying attention, you’ll make a 
bad splash. 



► I DIDN’T TRY A 
PIMENTO-CHEESE 
SANDWICH AT 
THE MASTERS. 

I LIKE CHEESE, 
JUST NOT 
WITH BREAD. 



AFTER I SHOT 78-78 aud missed 
the cut at the U.S. Women’s 
Open, we stayed over at Pine- 
hurst to watch so I could learn. 
On Sunday, I was following 
Michelle Wie and was so im- 
pressed when she made that 
25-foot putt on the 17th hole. 
Amazing. 

• • • 

THAT DONALD ROSS designed 
some tough courses. Even good 
shots would roll off Pinehurst’s 
turtleback greens and create 
really difficult recoveries. Every 
time that happened. I’d turn 
to my caddie, Bryan Bush, and 
say, “I think I just got Rossed.” 

I kept picturing the spirit of 
Mr. Ross looldng down and smil- 
ing at all the chaos he caused. 

• • • 

THE WEATHER WAS SO HOT at 

Pinehurst. I had no problem 
falling asleep at night. Then 
again, I have no trouble sleep- 
ing ever. I can sleep from 9:30 
p.m. to almost 8 a.m. Ten-and- 
a-half hours, no problem. 

• • • 

PEOPLE THOUGHT it was funny 
seeing me eat ice cream during 
my post-round interviews at 
Pinehurst. But eating ice cream 
is nothing unusual for me. I eat 
it on a regular basis. I also eat a 
ton of vegetables, so it evens out. 
• • • 

WHEN I WAS 4, 1 modeled 
in a national advertisement 
for Home Depot. I had my 
arms around a globe of the 
earth. I also did a cereal ad. 

The neat thing about that was, 
my big brother, Luke, and I got 
to eat pre-sweetened cereal all 
morning long. 

• • • 

I TRY TO CHOOSE the tees that 
make a course play at 6,200 
yards. At the Open, Pinehurst 
No. 2 was 6,649 yards. A few of 
the par 4s were about 450 yards 
long. In the practice rounds 
I couldn’t reach them in two, 
but when the tournament start- 
ed, I suddenly became 20 yards 
longer. I reached them all. 

I guess it was the adrenaline. 

• • • 

JACK NicKLAus has talked 
about making courses shorter, 
rolling back the golf ball and 
other ideas to make golf faster, 
easier and more fun. I agree 



with him. A big concern for me 
is the environment. If courses 
were shorter, they wouldn’t 
need as much water. One day, 

I could see golf being played in 
a large stadium, with a single 
hole changing into a different 
hole after the last one was com- 
plete. You’d actually hit the ball 
and watch it fly the whole dis- 
tance, but after that a simulator 
would take over and change 
the landscape for the next shot. 
Mounds, covered with artificial 
turf, would grow or shrink. A 
green would rise. Giant fans 
would change the direction 
of the wind. You could play a 
whole round in an hour. And it 
would be a blast. 

• • • 

THERE CAN NEVER BE a petfoct 

round. You know why? Nature. 
One blade of grass can decide 
whether a putt goes in the hole. 
Add that blade of grass to a tiny 
puff of wind here, and a hard 
piece of ground there, and it’s 
just filled with imperfection. 
Other games have all kinds of 
dimensions and uniform play- 
ing fields. Golf has very few. 
That’s why I love it so much. 

• • • 

I USED TO BE SUPERSTITIOUS. 

In tournaments I had to have a 
ball numbered “1.” I also drew 
a star on every ball, as well as 
a circle that went all the way 
around the ball. One day I tried 
a different-numbered ball and 
played great. Then I stopped 
drawing the stars— it was too 
exhausting. Then I reduced the 
line from a full circle down to 
half a circle. Today I just mark 
my ball and go play. 

• • • 

I LEARNED TO SET a mental 
wake-up alarm. A couple of 
times, my parents woke me up 
later than I needed to be ready 
for an early tee time. So I started 
using my mental alarm clock. 

I’ll say, OK, I need to wake up at 
6:30 a.m. At 6:30 sharp. I’ll wake 
up. I don’t why it works, but I 
haven’t slept through one yet. 
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I’M MY MOM’S GPS. It’s the best 
part of having a photographic 
memory. When she drives me 
to a tournament in some far-off 
place. I’m able to get us back to 
the main highway by recogniz- 
ing streets and landmarks I saw 
on the way there. I haven’t got 
us lost yet. 

• • • 

TRUST YOUR INTUITION. Rory 

Mcllroy was my favorite player 
before he was super-famous 
and winning everything. 
Something I can’t describe 
told me he was going to be re- 
ally, really good. Intuition is 
important in everything. If you 
hit your 7-iron 130 yards but 
something tells you to hit the 
6-iron, hit the 6. 

• • • 

WHEN YOU GET A GOOD BOUNCE, 

consider how luclcy you were 
that a bad shot turned out great. 
When you get a bad bounce, 
think only about how well you 
hit the ball. 

• • • 

I DON’T WEAR A GLOVE. Oue 

reason is, I think I get more feel. 
Another reason is, Ben Hogan 
didn’t wear one, and he was the 
best. The last reason is, Luke 
wears one, and he goes through 
five of them in a month, which 
seems like a pain. 

• • • 

AFTER THE u.s. OPEN, I re- 
ceived commendations from 
the Speaker of the House, John 
Boehner, and Rep. Jackie Speier. 
I was so thrilled that I was jump- 
ing up and down. I was inspired 
by the letters and very happy 
that I was luclcy enough to ac- 
tually have an impact on the 
game. The two-framed letters 
are placed in my room. Every 
time I look at them, I feel ex- 
traordinarily honored to receive 
such encouraging letters from 
the most amazing and influen- 
tial people. 

• • • 

MY FAVORITE SUBJECT IS hlS- 

tory. I’ve read a bunch of the 
Kenneth C. Davis books. You 
know, the Don’t Know Much 
About . . . series. Did you know 
that after Abraham Lincoln was 
shot, he might have survived if 
three doctors didn’t probe the 
wound? The probing and in- 
troducing all kinds of bacteria 
greatly reduced his chances of 
survival. 



► IF I COULD GO 
BACK IN TIME, 
THE PERSON 
I’D WANT TO ■ 
TALK TO MOST 
IS BOBBY JONES 


MY FAVORITE BOOK SERIES 

is the Percy Jackson stories by 
Rick Riordan. And I love the 
Hunger Games trilogy. But my 
favorite book is Animal Farm 
by George Orwell. It’s a story 
about things that happened 
leading up to the Russian 
Revolution, but it’s really about 
people. To me, it describes how 
seemingly innocent beings 
such as animals can easily 
become corrupted by power. 

• • • 

I LOVE THAT MOVIE “The Great- 
est Game Ever Played,” about 
Erancis Ouimet winning the 
U.S. Open in 1913. The most 
amazing thing about Ouimet is 
that his father didn’t want him 
to play golf. How can someone 
be successful without the sup- 
port of their parents? 


IN A NINE-HOLE toumament 
once I shot 28 and beat a girl 
who shot 30. The girl’s father 
got angry with her, which made 
no sense, and she got mad at 
me, which also made no sense. 

I could feel the hostility, but I 
ignored it. Another time I was 
paired with the same girl. By ac- 
cident she walked to the wrong 
tees. I reminded her where we 
were hitting from, and it all 
changed. We became friends. 

I think if you try to be kind to 
people no matter what, eventu- 
ally they’ll come around. 0 
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■ IRST ROUND OF THE YEAR. 
H You find your clubs and head 
H with your buddies to a soggy 
H local course to do the thing 
you’ve been dreaming about for 
months— play golf. 

Your swing thought is pithy: 
See the ball. Hit the ball. Find the 
ball. And you play great! Your 
swing is working effortlessly. 
You’ve identified the formula. 
What a season it’s going to be. 

Careful. You might be a vic- 
tim of the “honeymoon round,” 
an actual thing, it turns out. 

“It’s definitely real,” says Tom 
Ferraro, Ph.D., a psychologist in 
Williston Park, N.Y., who works 
with elite athletes. “It involves 
expectations— there are none, 
usually. Your body is healthy. 
The game is fresh and interest- 
ing. You have an empty mind, 
more or less. And then the fun 
begins. Soreness and stiffness 
happen. Expectations happen.” 

Some wise Chinese philoso- 
phers explained this long ago. In 
his new book. Trying Not to Try, 
Edward Slingerland, Ph.D., a 
professor of Asian studies at the 
University of British Columbia, 
describes a state the Daoists and 
the Confucians called wu-wei 
(pronounced ooo-way), mean- 
ing effortless action or non- 
doing, which sounds a lot like 
a honeymoon round. You care, 
but you’re not trying. Good golf 
is just happening to you. 

“Most sports require you 
to be in wu-wei— relaxed, ab- 
sorbed, focused but not tense— 
to be successful,” Slingerland 
says. “But it’s particularly im- 
portant for sports like golf and 
tennis because they focus on the 
individual, and so the outside 
pressure is heavier.” 

There’s also a suddenness to 
that first round, says sport psy- 
chologist Gio Valiante, Ph.D., 
author of Golf Flow (a kind of 
Western version of wu-wei). 
And it can work in your favor. 
“You’re shoved into the present. 
You’re fearful, so your alertness 
is high, and that’s a good thing. 


No recent history, no past, just 
present,” Valiante says. “It’s 
more target, less thinking, and 
that’s what flow is: not thinking.” 

A break from playing can 
produce this freshness, too, 
says Richard Coop, Ph.D., who 
has advised golfers for three 
decades. “College coaches give 
their kids time off, and people 
say, ‘Hey, they should be work- 
ing harder, not resting.’ But the 
coaches are trying to get the 
freshness back.” Professional 
golfers like Bruce Lietzke and 
more recently Phil Mickelson 
swear by such breal<s. 

The problem for weekend 
golfers. Coop says, is that when 
they experience that great post- 
layoff round, they not only want 
to bottle it, they figure it’s their 
new normal. “Now the whole 
year is going to be like that. That’s 
just not realistic. You’re not going 
to suddenly raise your normal.” 

Trying to bottle the feel 
of the first day back is futile, 
Valiante says, because we feel 
things contextually, not abso- 
lutely. The swing feel that pro- 
duced a gentle draw on Saturday 
creates a snap-hook a week later. 
He says it’s akin to our memory 
of music. “You love a song be- 
cause of some emotional con- 
nection. Then you hear it a year 
or two later, and the song feels 
like nothing special. What hap- 
pened? In golf, two years is 24 
hours.” Our nature, Valiante 
says, is to try to get back to it. 
“But it’s not about that. It’s about 
being in the present,” he says, 
“with each individual shot.” 

In short, if you recapture 
anything, make it that “see the 
ball, hit the ball” mode. And 
know that the feel of your swing 
might be different. Johnny Mill- 
er said he decided whom he was 
going to swing like after he had 
warmed up. One day he was him- 
self, one day he was Lee Trevino 
(playing a slight cut), one day he 
was Tony Lema (a big draw). 

Coop’s advice for looking 
back on honeymoon rounds: 
“Get outside yourself. Was I more 
forgiving? Was I more patient? 
Was I more conservative? Try to 
do that the next round.” Perhaps, 
he says, it was your just-happy- 
to-be-here attitude or the friends 
you were with. “Try committing 
yourself to things that bring the 
spontaneity back. Your score 
will take care of itself.” 

Valiante and Slingerland 
recommend meditation as a 


path to “mindfulness,” which 
could be said to characterize 
a honeymoon round. Eor one, 
meditation enhances physi- 
cal awareness. (Doing an eyes- 
closed, toes-to-nose tensing and 
relaxing of muscles is one form.) 
Meditation also clears the mind, 
which is important given that it’s 
often the accumulation of swing 
thoughts— and judgments— that 
sabotages subsequent rounds. 

This isn’t to suggest that you 
should abandon breaking 80 or 
some other grand goal. Just re- 
member that it might happen 
in a way you don’t plan, and it 
might feel out of your control. In 
his book, Slingerland includes 
this enigmatic quote from 
the spiritual teacher Shunryu 
Suzuki, who wrote Zen Mind, 
Beginner’s Mind: “You cannot 
try, but you also cannot not try; 
trying is wrong, but not trying 
is also wrong.” 

Which is to say: Give it your 
all, and expect nothing. “Have 
to, need to, or should— these are 
the language of expectations,” 
says Debbie Crews, Ph.D., who 
works with athletes at Arizona 
State. Replace those with “a 
thought, word or picture that 
describes your intention. Exam- 
ple: ‘the fairway’ or ‘in the hole.’ 
Then your internal system has a 
clear instruction to follow. The 
trash cans on the tees work very 
well for throwing away expecta- 
tions. It’s a choice.” 

And if all else fails, see P.G. 
Wodehouse and his character 
Wallace Chesney, who one day 
ruins the magical plus-fours 
that have transformed his game, 
returns to his bumbling state and 
has an epiphany. 

“Wallace Chesney stood on 
the tee watching the spot in the 
water where his third ball had 
fallen. The crowd was now open- 
ly amused, and, as he listened 
to their happy laughter, it was 
borne in upon Wallace that he, 
too, was amused and happy. . . . 
This, he felt, was something like 
golf. This was golf as it should 
be— not the dull, mechanical 
thing which had bored him dur- 
ing all these past weeks of his 
perfection, but a gay, rollicking 
adventure ...” 

Talk about wu-wei. o 
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FOR THE LOVE OF SPRING 

WHY THOSE FIRST ROUNDS BACK ARE SO SWEET 

AND OAN YOU KEEP IT GOING? 

BY BOB CARNEY 




f 





THE STANFORD WOMEN SHOW TOO HOW TO 
HIT THE SHOTS THAT SAVE ROONDS BY JOSH ZANDER 

WITH RIN IISPIISIE 



IF YOU GET A CHANCE TO SEE the Stanford University women’s golf team play, 
one thing you’ll notice is that they’ve got guts. They’re not afraid to try tough 
shots in competition. I helped their coach, Anne Walker, lead the team to the 
Pac-12 conference championship last year, and this year’s team is equally gifted. 
I asked some of their top players to recall a gutsy shot they hit in a tournament 
and demonstrate it. I’ll explain what they did to execute these shots, because 
you, too, have to face them from time to time. Now you’ll be able to pull them off. 


MAKE 

SCARY 

SHOTS 

SIMPLE 


STIFFING 
THE 40-YARD 
BUNKER SHOT 


QUIRINE 

EIJKENBOOM 

Sophomore 
Starnberg, Germany 


A t the Stanford Inter- 
collegiate in October, 
Quirine was looking at a 
40-yard bunker shot to a 
back-left pin to save par on 
the 13th hole. She could 
have babied the shot and 
just put it on the green. In- 
stead, she got aggressive. 

“I played it like a normal 
fairway pitch— ball-first 
contact," she says. If she 
had purposely hit behind 
the ball, like a regular 
greenside bunker shot, 
she'd have had to use a 
longer club or a harder 
swing to get it close. But 
clipping the ball allowed 
her to take her most lofted 
wedge and swing normally. 

To play this shot, stay 
centered over the ball as 
you make a half backswing. 
And when you swing down, 
shift a little toward the 
target. This will move the 
bottom of the swing arc 
in front of the ball so you 
can clip it before taking 
any sand. “Mine came out 
perfectly and rolled up near 
the hole," Quirine says. 


Photographs by J.D. Cuban 
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FLOPPING 
IT OFF A 
OOWNSLOPE 

CASEY 

DANIELSON 

Sophomore 
Osceola, Wis. 


C asey's approach 
on the final hole 
of the Pac-12 cham- 
pionship last year 
went over the green 
and left her with a 
downhill lie from the 
rough to a hole cut 
near a ledge. Leave it 
short, and she’d have 
another shot from the 


rough. Hit it a hair 
too long, and it would 
roll to the other side 
of the green. “I had 
to swing hard to get 
the ball up and stop it 
quick," she says. “But 
if I didn’t get the club 
under the ball. I’d 
blade it.” 

Casey made some 
adjustments to ex- 
ecute this shot. She 
moved the ball back 
in her stance a little 
to make sure she 
didn't chunk the shot. 
She also opened the 
face of the wedge 
and lowered the 
shaft to get the ball 
to come out high 
and straight. Finally, 
she made a smooth 
swing, accelerating 
through the grass 


THREAOING 
THE NEEOLE 

LAUREN 

KIM 

Junior 

Los Altos, Calif. 

▲ 

H itting it arrow- 
straight might 
not seem like a spe- 
cialty shot, but even 
Ben Hogan said he 
struggled to do it. 
Lauren needed this 
kind of precision on 
the 18th hole at an 
event at Stanford this 
past fall. “I drove it 
into trouble, tried to 
punch out, but my 
ball hit a branch and 
bounced down," she 
says. “I had to try 
to get up and down 
from 140 out to a 
tucked pin. I had to 
take dead aim." When 


you’re in a situation 
where you can’t afford 
to spray it, remember 
the keys to hitting it 
straight: an on-plane 
swing and center- 
face contact. Hitting 
it in the middle of the 
face reduces club- 
head twisting that 
can cause the shot to 
curve. 

For the swing 
plane, here’s a great 
thought: Get the 
shaft in a mirror-im- 
age position at half- 
way back and halfway 
through. Matching 
the angle of the shaft 
(above) at these 
points helps you stay 
on plane and hit it 
flush. Rehearse this 
mirror-image swing a 
few times, then step 
up and repeat it. The 
closer you come to 
matching, the more 
precise your shot. 

“My ball ended up 
nearly hole high, and 
I managed to save 
par," Lauren says. 
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and down the slope 
well into her follow- 
through (below). 
Swinging with the 
slope is the big key. 

“The ball popped 
out softly and stopped 
four feet from the 
cup," she says. “I 
made the putt." 


FLUSHING 
IT FROM 
A SLICE LIE 


MARIAN 

STACKHOUSE 

Junior 

Riverdale, Ga. 

► 

I f you’re not careful, 
a downhill, sidehill 
lie will make you hit 
a weak slice. Mariah 
knew that when she 
faced this situation 
late in the round at 
an alternate-shot 
tournament a few 
years back. “My 
partner knocked it 
in the water off the 
tee on a par 5," she 
says. “After the drop, 

I could still reach the 
green, but the ball 
was below my feet." 

When you face 
this lie, focus on two 
things: (1) Close your 
stance so your body 
is aligned well right 
of the green. You 
might think this will 
make a slice worse, 
but what it does is 
promote an in-to-out 
swing path that coun- 
ters the effects of 
the lie. (2) Keep some 
flex in your knees and 
use your rear end 
as a counterbalance 
to swing in control. 
When the ball is 
below your feet, it’s 
difficult to catch it 
solidly if you alter 
your posture. 

Mariah made 
these tweaks and 
even drew the ball. 

“It rolled up to about 
five feet," she says. 


'BALL BELOW YOUR FEET? STAY DOWN 
THR0U6H IMPACT LIKE MARIAN IS D0IN6 HERE.' 

JOSH ZtNDEI 
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Continued from page 121 


maces loading hot dogs into the 
cooker, she tells me about her 
raw vegan diet. Before this job, 
she worked in human resources 
for a large corporation. “It was 
total culture shock. Every single 
day golfers were saying things 
to me that would get them fired 
in a professional setting.” 

Other cart girls stop by the 
shack to tell me their stories. 

“I drove up to a group one 
time, and the guy holds out a 
$50 bill and says, ‘Let’s see your 
chest.’ I was shocked. And a 
little worried. You’re on your 
own out there, no manager or 
anything. But I just kind of shut 
them down. And after that they 
seemed a little embarrassed.” 

The prevailing theory 
among the girls is that this 
isolation works differently for 
the golfers: Guys feel free to say 
anything they want because the 
golf course is an open space. 

In restaurants there are other 
waitresses and bartenders and 
patrons to quickly fend off ani- 
mals, but the cart girl is alone. 

“Old guys are fine,” Sally tells 
me. “They can be pretty dirty, 
but you Imow they’re harmless. 
Middle-age guys are the worst. 
You can tell when a guy’s just 
caged up at home. He’s got his 
ring on, but you can just sense 
that this is his only release for 
any out-of-line behavior.” 

More advice: “If you’re wear- 
ing bright colors, you’ll get bet- 
ter tips. And a skirt. They love 
short skirts.” 

Adds Claire: “I’ll never forget 
this one. I drove up to a group 
and asked the guys what they 
wanted to drink. One guy says. 
I’ll take a PBR, a Coors, and a 
shot of your bath water.” 

The next day I work at a 
higher-end course. At over 
$200, the green fee is more than 
three times as expensive. I shad- 
ow Sam, who spent four years 
in the Navy, is a mother of two, 
and worked in bars until she got 
tired of the late hours. The mon- 
ey from the cart is just as good, 
she says, and her last sale is 
typically 4:30 in the afternoon. 
Her hourly wage is about $5, but 
in a really good nine-hour shift 
she can mal<e $500 in tips. 

But this morning is chilly, 
which doesn’t portend a good 
payday. “It’s freezing!” Sam 
says in her gravelly voice, jug- 
gling thermoses with a cigarette 



KNOW 
YOUR HAND 
GESTURES 


The beverage-cart 
girl doesn’t want to 
bother you unless 
you want something. 
To signal her, make 
eye contact, smile, 
nod and gesture 
with a sweeping 
cross-body wave that 
finishes over your 
opposite shoulder. 
Don’t do one of the 
following: 

‘SAFE’ ARM SIGNAL 
I have literally no 
idea what you’re 
saying. This isn’t 
baseball. 

GENERAL YELLING 

Beverage carts are 
run by gas. I can’t 
hear a word. 

THE CLASSIC WAVE 

This is useless 
because I don’t know 
if you’re saying hi 
or bye. 

THUMBS UP Are 

you saying you’re 
good, you don’t want 
anything? Or is that 
yes, it would be good 
to have a beer? 

POINTING Do you 
want me to come 
over? Or are you 
telling me to go far, 
far away? 


AVERTED EYES 

Pretty rude, but at 
least I know you 
don’t want to buy 
anything. 

‘COME HITHER’ 
HAND MOTION 

Creepy, but clear. 


pressed between her lips. 

“I can’t keep up with the coffee 
orders. It better warm up so I 
can start selling more booze.” 

Because this club has a lot 
of repeat customers, I can sense 
the genuine camaraderie Sam 
has with many of the players. 
One asks about her Idds and a 
recent trip. She’s smiley and 
bubbly the whole time. She likes 
this job. 

“I have a pretty dirty sense 
of humor as it is,” she tells me. 
“Whenever someone comes at 
me with something, it’s gener- 
ally not going to bother me. But 
once in a while someone says 
something surprising. People 
ask for weed, which is stupid. 
I’ve also been offered money 
for . . . favors. Which is like, if I 
wanted to do that. I’d be doing 
something else. People will offer 
you $100 to take off your shirt. 
And when I say no, they say 
things like, ‘Oh, you’re not an 
entrepreneur?’ ” 

Apparently, there’s a cor- 
relation between the cost of the 
green fee and the rate for going 
topless. 

Sam’s biggest pet peeve is 
when people bring their drinks. 
Not only is it illegal, it makes 
it tough to know when they’re 
drinking too much. 

“During the round. I’ll get 
to each group three, maybe 
four times. Over four hours, 
you’re not getting drunk off 
that. But when guys start 
bringing their own stuff, that’s 
when we have problems.” Sam 
points to a severe downslope 


where a participant at a recent 
bachelor party flipped a cart. 

As for outfits, Sam says, 
“Tight shirts really help. You 
don’t even have to show skin, 
just curves.” She pulls out an- 
other cig as we restock the cart. 
“I’ve got my Saturday shirt on, 
but this cold is cutting into tips!” 
She unzips her jacket to reveal 
a tight-fitting lululemon top. 
Later, when the sun warms the 
air to maybe 50 degrees, she’ll 
remove the jacket entirely. 
It’s nice to stay warm, 
but we’re here to mal<e 
cash. 

The other critical 
j / 1 part of Sam’s look: 
r “ The absence of her 
wedding ring. 

“When I first started, 
one of the girls told me 
to take off my wedding 
ring. My husband’s in the golf 
business, and when I told him 
he was like. Of course, take off 
the ring! There’s just an under- 
standing, this is how things 
work.” 

Consciously, Sam played 
the role of a flirty cart girl to 
become something that was 
expected. In turn, the dirty 
jokes she received on the 
course were also expected. 

She seemed at peace with it. 

I asked why she thought this 
culture existed. (Not one cart 
girl I spoke with ever went out 
with a golfer; they’d accept 
phone numbers and throw 
them out.) Sam didn’t have an 
answer. She said she’d never 
questioned it. 

Back at the office, as I tran- 
scribed the contents of the spy 
pen, I remembered something 
Sally told me. She’d complained 
about how women golfers seem 
to not like you when you’re 
out in the beverage cart— as if 
they’re intimidated or some- 
thing. “But it’s funny,” she said. 
“Once you get them talking, 
they’re so sweet. And a lot of 
the time, when they leave they 
say, ‘You have the best job in the 
world, don’t you?’ ” 

Best in the world is a heavy 
title, but there are obvious 
upsides: You’re outside, you’re 
often dealing with people on va- 
cation, so they’re usually happy, 
the pay is decent, and the hours 
are better. And when a guy says 
something out of line, the mo- 
tive is almost always humor. 

And these girls can tal<e a 
bad joke. ’O' 
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"W'e measure it in smiles on the faces of these kids.' 


[continuedfrom page 72) 

absolutely be worth more than 
the U.S. Open, but that’s nev- 
er going to happen,” said the 
source, referring to the $93-mil- 
lion-a-year, 12-year deal the 
USGA signed with Fox Sports in 
2013. “There was talk back when 
the Masters went without spon- 
sors during the Martha Burk con- 
troversy [2003-’04] that it might 
go to pay-per-view,” the source 
said. “If they did, they could get 
$100 for the weekend and get two 
million to three millions buys. 
Do the math on that. But they’re 
never going to leave CBS.” 

For CBS, the prestige and 
ratings provide a platform for 
the network at an event that 
tops the golf ratings year after 
year. (The final round of Tiger 
Woods’ 1997 Masters victory 
drew a rating of 14.1, an all-time 
record for golf.) 

For Augusta National, the 
trade-off for the one-year con- 
tracts and for walking away from 
such a cash windfall is that the 
club has complete control over 
how its event is portrayed on 
TV. Ask Cary McCord, who was 
banned for his “bikini wax” de- 
scription of the greens, or Chris 
Berman, who is passionate 
about golf but is said to be too 
over the top by Augusta Nation- 
al to be part of ESPN’s coverage. 

Still, the bottom line is im- 
pressive. Though domestic TV 
is a break-even deal and conces- 
sions also break even, at best, 
there is the $34.75 million from 
tickets sales and that $25 million 
in broadcast rights to 190 over- 
seas territories. There is also the 
$47.5 million in merchandise 
and $7.75 million in concessions. 
That gets us to $115 million be- 
fore expenses. 

And what are those expens- 
es? An apparel-industry source 
says Augusta National operates 
on a 65 percent mark-up in the 


merchandise pavilion, cutting 
the overall net revenue to about 
$98.4 million. There is also about 
$9 million in prize money and 
expenses for security, salaries, 
maintenance, year-round op- 
erations, player hospitality, and 
food and beverages provided for 
the public and corporate-enter- 
tainment packages. Experts in 
sports marketing and tourna- 
ment management say that to- 
tals about $50 million. 

Those estimates would 
bring net revenue to $48.4 mil- 
lion. Even if Augusta National 
paid the highest tax rate of 39.6 
percent, the tax bill would be 
$19.2 million, leaving a profit of 
$29.2 million (versus $7 million 
in the 1997 Coif Digest report). 

BUILDING MORE 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

P ayne has been busy putting 
that money to work. Under 
his leadership, Augusta Na- 
tional built not only Berckmans 
Place but also well-hidden hos- 
pitality facilities for its corpo- 
rate partners next to the 10th 
hole. And a Coif Digest report 
last year of real-estate sales re- 
cords from 1999-2014 showed 
the club spent $55 million to 
purchase 100 acres around the 
golf course. 

Part of that land was used 
to move parking off the original 
club property, across Berck- 
mans Road, and allow the 
construction of a state-of-the- 
art practice facility, which 
opened in 2010. The next likely 
move will be the destruction of 
the media center to the right of 
No. 1 fairway, replacing it with a 
new multimedia center farther 
from the course. 

Though the current site of 
the media center could be used 
to expand the merchandise pa- 
vilion next door, most insiders 
predict the club will use that 
prime land for housing and/or 


entertainment. The thinking is 
that the club would like to be 
able to house all its members on 
property during club events and 
all the competitors during the 
Masters. 

INVESTING BACK 
IN THE GAME 

A S Payne expands the in- 
frastructure and revenue 
streams of the Masters, he’s 
also figuring out how best to use 
the club’s resources to grow the 
game domestically and glob- 
ally. The Masters Tournament 
first began to emerge as a quasi- 
governing body of the game in 
1997, when it signed on as one 
of the five founding partners 
of The First Tee effort to bring 
the game to young people, join- 
ing the USGA, PGA of America, 
LPGA Tour and PGA Tour. 

In 2009, the tournament 
and the R&A launched the Asia- 
Pacific Amateur Championship, 
with a spot in the Masters going 
to the winner. Then in 2011, the 
Masters Tournament Founda- 
tion was created. The club made 
a $3.2 million donation to the 
foundation in 2012 and $2.9 mil- 
lion in 2011. 

“We essentially give as much 
as we can every year, and then 
try as best we can to use that 
money in our grow-the-game 
efforts,” Payne said at last year’s 
chairman news conference. “It 
is our intention going forward 
to be very substantial contribu- 
tors to our foundation.” 

The first Drive, Chip and 
Putt Championship for junior 
players took place in 2014 (see 
the My Shot with Lucy Li on page 
160), and this year the club was 
part of an effort that created 
the Latin America Amateur 
Championship, which also of- 
fers a spot in the Masters field. 
The foundation gave $200,000 
to the Augusta First Tee in 2012 
and supports the LPGA Foun- 


dation, LPGA/USGA grow- 
the-game programs and other 
growth initiatives. 

“The establishment of the 
Masters Tournament Founda- 
tion is central to fulfilling our 
responsibility of supporting 
the game’s continuous growth 
around the world,” Payne said. 

The Asia-Pacific Amateur 
Championship has been an un- 
qualified success. When it was 
first revealed the winner would 
get a spot in the Masters, some 
thought it was giving away a 
position to someone who didn’t 
belong. But Hideki Matsuyama 
of Japan, who won the Asia- Pa- 
cific in 2010 and 2011, proved 
that wrong. He’s now a rising 
force on the PGA Tour at the age 
of 23. And in 2012, Guan Tian- 
lang of China won at the age 
of 14 and astounded everyone 
by making the cut at Augusta 
National. 

“I think we, perhaps at Au- 
gusta, measure success, the 
future of the game a little bit 
differently,” Payne said earlier 
this year at the Latin America 
Amateur Championship in Ar- 
gentina. “We don’t do it in num- 
bers. We don’t do it in definable, 
ascertainable arithmetic growth 
rates. We measure it in smiles 
on the faces of these kids. If we 
can create that here, see it by 
extension go to others, then we 
are very happy with the current 
state of the game of golf.” 

As with everything done at 
Augusta National, the club has 
grown its revenue with patience 
and discipline. As Jones and 
Roberts desired, it has never 
lost sight of the mission that the 
enjoyment of the player and the 
patron is the top priority. And it 
has built on that vision by giv- 
ing back to the overall game. 
Augusta National is making 
more money every year, and it 
is doing more with it than ever 
before. 0 
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yottr harUltt iti 
htip iwaiite 
ttHtpUttWf 
twoa 


WWW.Ol^^FJKeS.COM fiCiQ- 11,7^26^5 


rw= 


CM GRceriKeepeRS' 


Ills wd F4(»4A pwcno. pw&r<q 





888-237^929 
www,GatfPi 7A7,7r. com 




GOLF TOURNAMENT PRIZES 


< Charity Golf Ev«ntii 

< Club Tournajxi^ts 
« CiirpiJruti: Oulinj^'f 


BEiST GOLF BAIX PRICF^; 


$4495 Owen U995 l>«en 51495 l>«en 

FULL COLOR LOGO IMPRINT 


Magnetic Whiteboard 

Steel Wall Panels 






For Golf Shop & Classified Advertising: (800) 451-2366 * Mike-Dokla@golfdigestCOm 









THE GOLF SHOP 



-com 

Outfitting golfers from head to toei" 


Goar up for the aeoRon 
with the top brands in 


Qnllneginoe 1999 V 


CLASSIFIEDS 


APPAREL 

Up to 80% OFF on Loudmouth 
Outrageous mer's' women's pants, 
snirls. ^c. at bfiigain prices. 
www.shDpfortyQne.com 

EMPLOYMENT 

OPPORTUNmES 


LEARN TO TEACH GOLP 
The proFession of a Eifetime. 
www.LiSGTF.com 
aaB-34S>3290 
Online Courses Available 


Become a Certified Ctoff Instnictor 
iTirtxigh Home Slurty. Plaoemeni 
Assifitancfi. Free InfomiiUion. 
1-BO0-S43-O&12. www.nrpgi.com 

BECOME A GOLF TEACHER 
Eilber Home Study or On Site 
www.p9taa.com, 
&8B.90PGTAA 

EQUIPMENT 

Buy Manufacturer Direct! 
Synithstic PuiftTp Creorts S Lawns 
Saveeo^t FRK DVD, (SOO) 334^ 
woe, www.allprogreeris.coiini 

BUY MANUFACTURER 
DlRECT'tt Driving Mats, 
Syntbetic lurl, & Putting Greens 
(877^320-7395, 
www.5port3turtwanebou5e.oorr 
Free Samples available 


EQUIPMENT 

World's Ligbt^t Goit Bags 
Weighs only 1 5 o^. Only $24.95 
G'eaigifl hfew distributors warTted 
www.superliflhtgQitooa-corr 


GOLF PACKAGES 
& VACATIONS 

^OTLANCtflfl ELAN^ 

£t. Andrews, BeHybuniort, Turn* 
berry. Tour Operator est. 19^. 
Contact now tor aot 5 CHd Course 
tee times. (SOOIf 847-6.094, 
www.tayieurrnaytie.eom 



Golfer's Heaven - $79 Stay & 
Play with 

Scottsdalen Arizona 


— —" ■■" I f^Hkrafl 

L Meridian 

SUv a Pby' Pbfhd^t' MKlnidCi IklKurilM 
ctifidoir KMTt 4ininlil«f fr Coir 

tl ben. e#<li daj^ Tvkh 

un. DM’twiIc.CAritKt 

w ww.Con doReso rt^.co m 
^ .**800-3 1 3-6446i 


GOLF GAMES 



GOLF SCHOOLS 

Inclusive Gotf School VacatiDfis 
2, 3 5 4 day from $499 
3:1 PGA, Qn-course Instruction 
UnfimAed Gotf, Lodgiig, All Mods 
TTte Bethel bn Riesoit, Waine 
w ww.be1 fiel inn .com 
{800) 654-01 2S 



DYNAMICS 


NOBODV OFFERS MDlie. NOBODt! 

Ltetl iinl;p^r uodt'Tid (ciEir4mKL<B^j ei 
MAku d(!i9iH4jir.vtt jncQa eri^jmEK' 
jt] i]ulnnilak(ftL aider milA3aiiiI 
^ CDCr IkfuliH os Aflotsd's top 

1 - 800 - 879-2008 

wvrvr.gdtrdynainks.cam 
U flU; m^iEi AL^iTIU TX ?tr]i 


JEWELRY 


K t N E K T 


^ARflUTV 




: A 




M*R flJN* 

Gfur HEriCLACE 


R9B-C00‘$494 
kinektdesign.c onn 



NEW PRODUCTS 



SVK( PRO LEATHER BRACEL£TS 
WPH MAGNETS I M5IDE 


HjndvMne brjidfd leacner ATillable In 
5»m And ootbes, LKifitwci^t iSlaspi 
vrilhitflresrrflijg nawec toa 
AiumliMiin ar £!» hng siK«r. 

MadckUSA 

831899-1398 


suH-usa.com 


PROFESSIONAL TOURS 


20th Anniversary SeasDn 
www.su nbel I senibrluur.com 
Soulheasl U.S. - A^o 4$ +■ 
Don Barnes, PGA 
(043) 457-4030 


WA^flTOtGOlJ= COULECTBLES 
BUYING VJHTAGE MASTERS 
BADGES: Old Toumy Programs 
(U.S, Open, PGA, Ryder; Brit- 
ish). CaltTText: 203-522-93S4 










Tribute 


Billy Casper 

A golf genius 
and family man 
gets his due 


O illy Casper’s colossal record in golf 
somehow was fated to remain hid- 
den in plain sight, his achievements 
over four decades obscured by his undemon- 
strative manner, a nonplussed media and 
the Big Three of Nicklaus, Palmer and Player. 
After Casper passed away at 83 on Feb. 7, a 
more careful audit revealed some staggering 
truths: 51 PGA Tour wins, seventh-best all 
time. Three majors, including the 1959 and 
’66 U.S. Opens and the 1970 Masters. Eight 
Ryder Cup appearances and a 20-10-7 record. 

Casper’s game was not so much a shout 
as a devastating whisper. An artistic but dis- 
ciplined genius who was at his best when he 
had the lead, he vivisected courses with every 


shot in golf’s lexicon. He rarely made tac- 
tical mistakes and had a wristy, nerveless 
putting stroke that sent the ball screaming 
toward the back of the hole. Casper, with his 
insouciant, I’m-the-boss saunter and im- 
placable facial expression, feared no man. 

Not parenthetically, Casper succeed- 
ed at golf while raising 11 children, six of 
them adopted, with Shirley, his wife of 
more than 60 years. Deeply religious and 
persistently philanthropic, Casper walked 
the walk of a decent and great champion. 
A favorite and oft- quoted Bible passage of 
Casper’s: “Wherefore by their fruits ye shall 
know them.” Billy Casper bore much fruit, 
and it’s nice to finally know him better. 

— GUY YOCOM 
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NIKE RZN 
NIKLCOM/GOIF 





SUPERIOR 



LONG LIVE THE ULTRA LIFE 

EXPLORE MORE at facebook.com/MichelobULTRA 


OHtU Aamuuv-FukIi. UcMna I Hw 


LIGHT U 



